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KEY POINTS

BELARUSIAN INTERNAL NARRATIVES

In August, state media continued to cultivate an image of Lukashenko as the sole
leader with no alternative, whose merits are inextricably linked to the country's achieve-
ments.

Propagandists are attempting to rehabilitate for their audiences the term “dictator-
ship,” which is commonly used to describe the political regime in Belarus.

Another objective is to strengthen the “Union State of Russia and Belarus.” Pro-govern-
ment media emphasize Belarus's pivotal role in supporting Russia and accuse the West
of trying to drive a wedge between the two allies.

At the same time, Lukashenko himself makes rather bold statements directed at Rus-
sians. On August 15, he reiterated his controversial statement that “[a] Belarusian is a
Russian with a seal of quality.”

Attacks on representatives of the Belarusian democratic forces continued, with propa-
gandists seeking to downplay the significance and consequences of the 2020 protests.
Ivan Eismont hinted that had the 2020 protests succeeded, Russia would have invaded
Belarus.

THE “COLLECTIVE WEST”

The West is portrayed as a “weakening” and “losing” part of the world.

“Anti-sanctions policy”: sanctions imposed by the West on Russia and Belarus primarily
harm the West itself.

Belarus is contrasted as “prosperous, free, and peaceful” with a West mired in crisis.

Another persistent anti-Western narrative in August: the West poses a “threat,” and Bel-
arus must always be ready to deter it.

Minsk is using the migration crisis on its borders with the European Union as part of a
hybrid war against the West.

At the end of the month, propagandists mourned Ratko Mladi¢, the Serbian military
commander who died in prison in The Hague. He had been sentenced to life imprison-
ment by the International Criminal Court for war crimes and genocide.

RUSSIA’S WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

Propaganda efforts are focused on Ukraine. It ranks first among foreign policy topics
mentioned in pro-government media.

Justifications for Russian aggression continue. The “politician” Oleg Gaidukevich pub-
lished an article titled “If the Russian Federation had not launched the Special Military
Operation, the scale of the conflict would have been much larger.”
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Lukashenko himself attempts to claim he is not involved in the Russian aggression. In
mid-August, he reiterated that he is not an “aggressor.”

Propaganda attacks are primarily directed at Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is accused of
having no desire to end the war.

There is still frequent talk of the “fraternal family of Slavic peoples,” which Ukraine has
abandoned and must be brought back into, voluntarily or by force.

Another anti-Ukrainian narrative is that “Ukraine is an anti-Russian tool in the hands of
the West” and that “the West unleashed the war in Ukraine to attack and weaken Rus-
sia using Ukrainians.”

In August, Belarusian propagandists spread a fake story about food shortages in
Ukraine caused by strikes on food warehouses and food processing facilities.




1. BELARUSIAN INTERNAL NARRATIVES

1.1. Lukashenko’s cult of personality and a “prosperous Belarus”

In August, the propaganda apparatus continued to reinforce the media image of Alexander
Lukashenko as the nation’s perpetual and indispensable leader, referred to as "Batka" in the
official lexicon of propagandists. In their statements, the country’s achievements are inextrica-
bly linked to the merits of the “president.”

Yegeniy Pustovoy:

“Our current media policy is not to scare Belarusians with threats. Let them rejoice, ap-
plaud, celebrate, and go about their work calmly. Yet, one should not forget about grat-
itude — to God, to one's parents, to the Motherland, and, yes, to the authorities.”

“The harmony of the Belarusian world lies in the measured pace of our development
model. We do everything we need to on time, and we implement new ideas calmly -
with feeling, sense, and deliberation." (STV, August 8)

Sergey Klishkevich:

“Pensions in Belarus have never been this high. The standard of living of our pensioners
is rising and the state is ensuring this.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 25)

Vadim Gigin:

Regarding “Batka’s” style: “To love and to work. Not to steal, and to live for the sake of
the people. That is the formula for Lukashenko's success and victory.” (Azarenok. STV.
Belarus, August 1)

Olga Shpilevskaya:

“Let me tell you, we are a happy country. As long as we are discussing school uniforms
and school meals, we are a happy country. Our children go to school, we discuss these
matters, and there is a peaceful sky above us.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 22)

Olga Chemodanova:

“Everything is being done in Belarus to ensure people feel comfortable... Our govern-
ment is doing everything possible to ensure that individuals receive a decent pension.
This is a great achievement for all those who work for the development of our country.”
(SB. Belarus Today, August 26)

Dmitriy Shevtsov:

“I'think it is worth recalling our President’s quote once again: ‘Give me an economy, and
| will handle the rest myself.." Today, we face no obstacles or fear regarding things like
sanctions pressure.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 26)

Grigoriy Azarenok:

“A miracle has occurred for Belarus. God has sent it a strong leader who holds a sense
of truth in his heart, believes in an ideal, and possesses boundless love for his homeland.
He serves this ideal every day and bears his Cross.” (Minsk Pravda, August 30)
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1.2. “The most democratic dictatorship”

International experts and political scientists have long held a settled understanding of the na-
ture of the political system in modern Belarus: it is a dictatorship. The task of propagandists is
to sanitize this concept and present it in a positive light to their audiences. Several such state-
ments were recorded in August.

Oleg Gaidukevich:

“Our ‘dictatorship’ consists of the fact that if the head of state.. makes a decision, eve-
ryone must carry it out. That isn't a dictatorship — that's called law, order, and the normal
functioning of a country.” (ZhS Premium, August 5)

Yegeniy Pustovoy:

“For now, the country is shielded from market relations — for which most of the people
are not yet ready - solely by personalized rule. Our ‘dictatorship’ is the most democratic
in the world.” (STV, August 29)

Grigoriy Azarenok:

“So-called democracy is not for us. It leads to destruction. To chaos. To collapse. Under
a weak leader, the country dies. He immediately becomes a puppet.” (Minsk Pravda,
August 30)

1.3. Union State of Russia and Belarus

Another key objective of the propaganda effort is the ideological reinforcement of the so-
called ""Union State of Russia and Belarus.” Pro-government media emphasize Belarus's role
in supporting Russia and accuse the West of attempting to break apart the two union.

Alexei Avdonin:

“We currently see the union of Belarus and Russia becoming a key vector in global eco-
nomic development. This is because the Union State has withstood a fierce battle for
its sovereignty. We faced pressure through sanctions, conflicts, smear campaigns, and
information warfare, yet we are now actively developing across all fronts.” (NEWS.BY,
August 28)

Grigoriy Azarenok:

“The Union State is currently under immense pressure. Thousands of sanctions, barri-
ers.. The West has brought its full might to bear in an attempt to break Belarus and
Russia... Then came 2022. The sanctions hit, and Russia was cut off from all imports. But
Belarus stepped in to help. And as the President said, everything is flying, everything is
running, and — when necessary — everything is blowing up.” (Minsk Pravda, August 29)

Liudmila Gladkaya:

“Back in the 1990s, while addressing Russian lawmakers, our President stated quite
plainly that we must build a union between Belarus and Russia in order to endure and
grow stronger. Time has proven him absolutely right.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 28)

Dmitriy Shevtsov:

“We witness the rhetoric of the European Union and unfriendly nations that see the
strength of the Union State and are trying to undermine it in every possible way... At
the same time, unfriendly countries are conducting an ideological campaign, spread-
ing narratives that Russia seeks to absorb Belarus and turn it into a mere province or
autonomous region.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 31)
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Lukashenko himself emphasizes that he considers cooperation with Russia “an honor™:

“Unlike all other countries, we do not shy away from uncomfortable questions. We state
directly that we consider it an honor to cooperate with Russia, and we will cooperate.”
(BelTA, August 25)

1.4. “A Belarusian is a Russian with a ‘seal of quality’”

Lukashenko on occasion displays a high degree of independence in his remarks regarding his
Russian partners. If the “friendship” between the peoples of Russia and Belarus were genuine,
taking a tone as he does would hardly be possible. Addressing the audience at the Call of
Polesie festival on August 15, the dictator unexpectedly spoke of the superiority of Belarusians
over Russians:

“I sometimes tell Russians that a Belarusian is a Russian with a ‘seal of quality.” Some-
times they even take offense... Belarusians are a genuine people that have absorbed
the habits, skills, and traditions of people from Israel, the East, Europe, and - from right
here — Kyivan Rus... Polesie is the ancestral homeland of the Slavs. Our roots are from
here.” (Obozrevatel, August 15)

1.5. Belarusian democratic forces

Propagandists continue to relentlessly criticize the pro-democracy movement, political lead-
ers, and émigrés forced to flee the country due to the threat of repression. Efforts to discredit
the peaceful mass protests of 2020 persist. State propaganda labels these events an “at-
tempted coup d'état.” In August, state television even enlisted the help of Sergei Baburin —a
Russian right-wing conservative politician — to advance this narrative:

“[In 2020,] | saw that the cause to which | had dedicated years — preserving the unity of
Belarus and Russia — was going to rack and ruin... So, thank God we managed to put a
stop to it all back then. After 2020, it was obvious that Lukashenko was the figure who
could unite society.” (ONT.BY, August 6)

Marina Subbota:

“If you ever find yourself bored or at a loose end in Belarus, the main thing is, under no
circumstances, to follow the example of the ‘fugitives’ [political émigrés]. Those folks in
Poland and Lithuania certainly don't have time for boredom. They have to attend all
sorts of frenzied rallies just to get a bowl of European soup, and they're required to
churn out a hundred comments a day. Otherwise, their ‘struggle’ against the ‘regime’
doesn't count.” (Minsk Pravda, Aug. 10)

Andrey Mukovozchik:

“Flinging sh*t at the fan has become a habitual way for many émigrés to earn their
thirty pieces of silver. They even derive a perverse pleasure from fouling their former
homeland... So don't just believe anyone - believe the journalists from state media.” (SB.

Belarus Today, August 10)

lvan Eismont, head of the state-run Belteleradiocompany, hinted unequivocally that had the
2020 protests succeeded, Russia would have attacked Belarus just as it attacked Ukraine:

“If we hadn't rallied around ‘Batka’ back then [in 2020], our country might not even exist
on the map today. The bloodthirsty ghouls would have dragged us into a war, forcing
us to fight for others’ interests down to the ‘last Belarusian.” (ZhS Premium, August 8)

“If we hadn't shown willpower and unity, and if there hadn't been the firm hand of the
President of Belarus - | assure you - it all would have ended in disaster.”
(IVATSEVICHI.News, August 6)
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Controversial propagandist Grigoriy Azarenok traditionally uses demonizing and derogatory
rhetoric, comparing protesters to animals:

“Only we have produced such parasites, such worms, such slugs that do not recog-
nize the day of the unification of their Motherland and want to [live] under a foreign
whip.” (Azarenok. STV. Belarus, August 29)

Marat Markov:

“They [the protesters] are still working towards the collapse of their country... And let's
say it straight: when a person starts fighting his country for other people’'s money, heis
simply a scoundrel.” (ZhS Premium, August 29)

1.6. “Military-ideological training”

In late August, 28 employees of state-run and pro-government Belarusian media outlets took
part in the Voenkor 2026 tactical exercises. These drills are organized by the Main Directorate
for Ideological Work of the Belarusian Ministry of Defense — an event that has been held on
multiple occasions. At the opening of the exercises, the directorate’s chief, Major General Leo-
nid Kasinsky, stated that journalists, too, must prepare for war:

“The war currently unfolding among our neighbors demonstrates that no conventions
apply in modern warfare. On the contrary, the journalist becomes a primary target for
the enemy... Therefore, as our Commander-in-Chief says, we must always prepare for
war. The more united we are, the less likely it is that the war on the information front
will escalate into a hot conflict.” (Belarusian Ministry of Defense, August 24)

2. THE “COLLECTIVE WEST”

2.1. “A degrading Europe”

Propaganda efforts are aimed at portraying the West as a “declining” and “defeated” part of
the world. A key ideological objective is to promote the narrative that the primary cause of the
financial and economic crisis supposedly engulfing the West is the sanctions it imposed on
Russia and Belarus.

In contrast to a West mired in crisis, crime, and vice, Belarus is presented as “prosperous, free,
and peaceful” — a place where equality and national harmony prevail. The populations of West-
ern countries supposedly look with hope and envy at the successes of their Eastern neighbors.
Lukashenko himself is the primary source of these myths, the talking points of which are sub-
sequently echoed by state propagandists.

Alexander Lukashenko:

“Europe has dried up. There's nothing to eat. No matter what sanctions they impose,
people [from Europe] will come to us. They imposed sanctions — so what? We're selling
our own produce. It might cost us a bit more, but we'll manage.” (STV, August 9)

Alexander Shpakovskiy:

“Just consider how long these sanctions have been in effect and what results they have
achieved. None... Moreover, our economy looks even healthier than those of European
states.” (House of Representatives of the Belarusian National Assembly, August 1)

Viktor Azarenok:
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“In effect, every new package [of sanctions] is yet another blow to the European Union
itself and its citizens.” (lbid.)
Yevgeniy Gorin:

“After watching television reports claiming there is a terrible dictatorship in Belarus —
that people are starving and there is nothing to buy - they arrive and see a complete
disconnect.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 23)

Andrey Zakharov:

“While over there [in Europe] they look for scapegoats based on accents, we have
built genuine — not merely declared - interethnic harmony, where dozens of nationali-
ties and various religious denominations coexist. And this, too, is a reason for our resili-
ence in the face of geopolitical storms.” (SB. Belarus Today, Aug. 2)

Oleg Gaidukevich:

“High-profile crimes occur so rarely here that we can't even remember when the last
one happened. Yet in Europe, violent crimes happen every day. People do not feel
safe.”

“In many European countries, people are afraid to walk around at night, but when they
come to Belarus, they are surprised to find everything calm and safe.” (Minsk-News,
August 24)

Still, even propagandists are sometimes forced to acknowledge the effectiveness of sanctions.
Alexander ShpakovskKiy:

“Yes, we have coped with the pressure of sanctions, and yet it is inflicting colossal dam-
age on our country.. We need to talk about the measures the Government and the
President of our state are taking to overcome these ‘fascist’ sanctions, so that ordinary
citizens feel their impact as little as possible.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 15)

2.2. “Threat from the West”

Another persistent anti-Western narrative holds that a “threat” emanates from the West and
that Belarus must always be prepared to deter it. Europe and the U.S. are portrayed as an ag-
gressive, hostile alliance intent on enslaving the world, weakening Belarus —including through
sanctions — and destroying its alliance with Russia.

Alexander Shpakovskiy:

“The collective West is taking measures to curb the development of other states. Bela-
rus, like many other nations, is subject to unilateral sanctions. The combined population
of countries facing similar pressure totals approximately 2.5 billion people.” (SB. Belarus
Today, August 6)

Sergey Klishkevich:

“The enemy is watching and observing. They are well aware that there is absolutely no
letting our guard down. We are ready to mount a most serious defense.” (SB. Belarus
Today, August 25)

Yevgeniy Gorin:

“The West is destroying its own prospects, blowing up gas pipelines, mining borders,
and severing ties between peoples.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 29)

Alexander TikhanskKiy:

“Lithuania, whose land was scorched by the Nazis eight decades ago, today readily
makes it available for the movement of Bundeswehr tanks. The unvanquished heirs
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of the Wehrmacht have gained the opportunity to march once again across the terri-
tories they once burned, now as part of NATO forces.” (Minsk Pravda, August 4)

Yuriy Voskresenskiy:

“Is it possible to sit down at the negotiating table with the West and actually reach an
agreement on anything? Yes. They'll say, ‘Release everyone. Then dismantle your army.
Pull out of everywhere. Tie a stone around your neck and drown yourself. Then we'll
finally love you.” (Azarenok. STV. Belarus, August 31)

2.3. Migration crisis

Minsk is using the migration crisis on its borders with the European Union as part of a hybrid
war against the West. Propaganda drives the media component of this effort, claiming that
the West is deliberately Killing those who attempt to cross the EU border.

Alexander ShpakovskKiy:

“Polish, Lithuanian, and Latvian border guards are beating and killing people... Evi-
dence has been submitted to international bodies. And look at the conspiracy of si-
lence!” (ZhS Premium, August 1)

In early August, Latvia temporarily closed the Paternieki border crossing —the only operational
checkpoint remaining on the Latvian-Belarusian border. Propagandists used this event to
launch fresh attacks against Riga and the EU.

Andrey Mukovozchik:

“Did they lower the barrier to stop their citizens from fleeing to us for salt, gasoline, and
a normal life? And to escape crushing housing bills, unaffordable electricity costs, and
Europe’s first sodomite president?” (STV, August 3)

Oleg Gaidukevich:

“The Latvian government is closing the border with Belarus, ostensibly for technical
reasons. But there isonly one real reason: they really dislike the fact that Latvian citizens
are coming to Belarus.”

“Their propaganda isn't working. How can they tell people later that we are preparing
to attack an EU country? How can they lie and say sanctions have destroyed our econ-
omy when people can see that we are living just fine?” (ZhS Premium, August 3)

2.4. Death of Ratko Mladié¢

On August 27, Ratko Mladi¢, one of the key commanders of Serb forces during the 1990s, died
in prison in The Hague. In 2017, the International Criminal Court found him guilty of genocide,
war crimes, and crimes against humanity committed during the war in the former Yugoslavia
and sentenced him to life imprisonment.

Belarusian and Kremlin propagandists mourned the war criminal as a hero.
Vadim Gigin:

“A hero, a fighter for his people, a victor, a martyr. Unbroken.” (SOLOVYQOV LIVE, August
30)

GCrigoriy Azarenok not only praised Mladi¢ but also used his death as an opportunity to glorify
Lukashenko once again:

“Even while behind bars, Mladi¢ remained an unofficial focal point of Serbian national
identity... His path tells us that even when surrounded, even in the dark times of wide-
spread betrayal there exists a hero's path. There is a path of courage. There is a path of
living for one’s people...
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“For us, too, this is a heroic story. Back then, Lukashenko flew into the path of NATO
bombs. He flew as the President of Belarus, as an emissary of the entire Slavic world, as
a prophet of unity, and as a national hero. And for Serbia, he became a symbol of re-
sistance just like Mladi¢.” (Minsk Pravda, August 28)

3. RUSSIA’S WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

3.1. Justification for aggression

Events in Ukraine continue to top the list of foreign policy topics mentioned in pro-govern-
ment Belarusian online channels. In August, Ukraine was mentioned in the media 5,082 times,
compared to 4,099 mentions for the U.S. and around 2,500 for the European Union.!

Just as they did at the onset of the full-scale invasion, state propagandists continue to white-
wash and justify Russian aggression against Ukraine. On August 26, pro-government “politi-
cian” Oleg Gaidukevich published an article on the Sputnik Belarus website titled “If Russia
Had Not Launched the Special Military Operation, the Scale of the Conflict Would Have
Been Much Broader.” The headline reflects a key propaganda myth: that Russia was “forced
to start the war.” In the article, Gaidukevich cited Russian presidential advisor Anton Kobyakov,
who claimed that in 2022, “Russia preempted an invasion of its territory by the Ukrainian
Armed Forces by two weeks. The invasion had been planned for March 8 of that year.” Gai-
dukevich gave this lie a Belarusian twist, alleging that the “2020 coup attempt” in Belarus was
orchestrated by the West to turn the country into a staging ground for an attack on Russia — a
plan thwarted when Lukashenko suppressed the “coup.”

“The West had counted on attacking Russia from two directions — from Ukraine and
Belarus. NATO troops would have been stationed there under the guise of ‘defending
democracy and freedom,” and an attack on the territory of Russia would have been
launched from both sides. However, in 2020, Lukashenko thwarted a coup plot in Bel-
arus, a country the West viewed as a staging ground for an invasion.” (Sputnik.by, Au-
gust 26)

Lukashenko himself uses every opportunity to declare that he bears no responsibility for Rus-
sia's war against Ukraine. In mid-August, at the Call of Polesie festival, he reiterated that he is
not an “aggressor.” As proof of his good and peaceful intentions, he cited his own order to open
border crossings on the Ukrainian-Belarusian border for the seasonal gathering of mushrooms
and berries in June 2026. Kyiv reacted very negatively to this clumsy “peace” initiative at the
time.

In his speech, Lukashenko disparagingly referred to the people of Ukraine as “poor devils.”

“There is a war going on, and we are being accused of aggression. Yet at the same time,
the ‘aggressor’ [i.e., Lukashenko himself — Ed. note] ordered the border opened to your
neighbors —a those poor Ukrainians who, remember, used to cross the border to gather
berries and mushrooms... We opened the border to them even during the war. These
people were earning 5,000 to 6,000 dollars! What kind of war could wipe that out and
close the border? None.” (Glavred, August 15)

1 According to data from the automated search system GAMMA, developed by iSANS to gather information
from pro-government Telegram channels and the websites of official Belarusian publications (August 2026).
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It is worth recalling that, two years ago, Lukashenko jokingly referred to himself and Putin as
“co-aggressors.” Nor should it be forgotten that the armed invasion of February 2022 was
launched, in part, from Belarusian territory, and that Russian forces repeatedly carried out mis-
sile and drone strikes from regions bordering Ukraine.

Minsk continues to provide Moscow with all manner of support in the war to this day — a fact
acknowledged by one of the regime’s most prominent supporters, Grigory Azarenok:

“Russia is waging an exhausting war.. We are helping in every way we can. And let
that come as no surprise to anyone. ‘Batka’ said exactly that to a BBC propagandist’s
face a year ago: ‘You are helping Ukraine — there are 50 of you countries. But it's just the
two of us, Russia and us.' Well, now the Koreans have joined in, too. And what of it? We
haven't just held our ground. By all accounts, we are maintaining parity with the West.”
(Minsk Pravda, August 29)

3.2. “The envious villain”

The primary targets of anti-Ukrainian attacks are Ukraine's military and political leadership
and, above all, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. In August, his name appeared in state media
more frequently than those of other heads of state, with the exception of Donald Trump (1,068
mentions versus 1,808). Propaganda outlets accuse the Ukrainian president of seeking to pro-
long the war and fight “to the last Ukrainian,” as well as of corruption and other transgressions,
while routinely heaping abuse and curses upon him.

Vadim Gigin:

“A petty, envious, vain, and deeply cruel, ruthless villain devoid of any human empathy.”
(Azarenok. STV. Belarus, August 1)

“He spits on his own army. He will trample anyone he pleases. A mad, terrifying, blood-
thirsty clown.” (lbid.)

“The Kyiv regime has plundered Ukraine. It is a corrupt, mafia-like structure with Zelen-
skyy at its center. It is geared toward looting Ukraine. And this is highly characteristic of
fascist regimes.” (ZhS Premium, August 29)

Andrey Krivosheyev:

“The fact that the Ukrainian political system was built on corruption and kickbacks —
this has always been the case. In the past, they stole from profits. Now, they steal from
death and losses. There has never been such brazenness in theft before!” (NEWS.BY,
August 22)

Grigoriy Azarenok:

“Ukraine in 1991: four nuclear power plants, two seas, black soil... But now, the land has
been sold off, the ports sold off, and everything destroyed or given away. Meanwhile,
the elites are living high on the hog, profiting from the bloodshed.”

“If you gave a country like that to Lukashenko, he'd be a global hegemon. Trump would
have already rushed to meet him seven times over.” (NEWS.BY, August 23)

3.3. “The family of Slavic peoples”

The “unifying myth” of a “family of fraternal Slavic peoples” — Belarusians, Russians, and Ukrain-
ians — remains popular. According to this myth, Ukraine has left the family and must be
brought back into it, whether voluntarily or by force. Statements about this “family” alternate
with conciliatory appeals to Ukrainians.

Alexander Lukashenko:
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“Those people [Ukrainians] have everything mixed in their blood. Our people live there.”
(Glavred, August 15)

Alexander Tishchenko:

“Whatever events may be unfolding right now, historically, we are, after all, one family...
And the head of state has once again demonstrated friendliness, a peaceful disposition,
and a humane attitude toward our neighbors.” (BelTA, August 9)

“Once the propaganda in Ukraine that stokes hatred toward neighbors ceases, Ukrain-
ians will be able to reconcile with Belarusians and Russians. People currently fueled by
Western anti-Russian rhetoric will begin to think for themselves. Ukrainians will no
longer be deluded, and everything will fall back into place.” (lbid.)

Alexander Shpakovskiy:

“While maintaining a friendly approach toward the Ukrainian people, we are not burn-
ing bridges. Our President began as a proponent of the idea of Slavic unity, and he con-
tinues this policy. For him, everything that is happening is a source of deep, personal
pain.”

“Ukraine is part of Russian Orthodox civilization.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 24)

3.4. “An anti-Russian instrument in the hands of the West”

Another anti-Ukrainian narrative is that the West unleashed the war in Ukraine against Russia.
The goal is to attack and weaken Russia (and its alliance with Belarus) using Ukrainians. “The
West will fight Russia to the last Ukrainian.”

Alexander Tishchenko:

“Europe has declared war on Moscow and is waging it through the hands of Ukraine.”
(SB. Belarus Today, August 2)

Kirill Kazakov:

“Twelve years ago, there was talk of peace in Minsk. ‘Batka’ said back then that it would
all end in a massive bloodbath if things didn't stop right there. Russia was ready. But
the West thirsted for blood and built up its rabid private military company known as
‘Ukraine.” (Azarenok. STV. Belarus, August 26)

Alexander Shpakovskiy:

“The West is intent on dragging out the Ukrainian conflict for another two to three years
by any means necessary... Russia has demonstrated good will.” (SB. Belarus Today, Au-
gust 26)

“Ukraine is merely a precursor and a combat laboratory for preparing and testing mili-
tary technologies in the context of a hypothetical ‘war of the future..’ The West has his-
torically been drawn to the territories and natural wealth of Rus’ — lands that also in-
cluded the territory of Belarus.” (SB. Belarus Today, August 26)

3.5. Strikes on warehouses and marketplaces in Russia

In August, the Ukrainian Armed Forces continued to destroy large warehouses belonging to
the marketplaces Wildberries and OZON in Russia in response to Russian attacks on Ukraine's
civilian infrastructure. It is known that these marketplaces sell military and dual-use goods and
that their warehouses have been used by the military. Meanwhile, Russian forces struck food
and pharmaceutical warehouses in Ukraine (such as the UN World Food Programme’s hu-
manitarian warehouse in the city of Dnipro), as well as food processing plants, commercial
businesses, residential neighborhoods, and populated areas. Foreign enterprises operating in
Ukraine, such as the Coca-Cola plant in the Kyiv Region, have also come under fire. Despite
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this, Belarusian propagandists, following the lead of their Kremlin counterparts, label Russian
strikes on peaceful cities as “retaliatory” or “strikes of retribution.”

In August, Belarusian propagandists eagerly spread fake news about food shortages in
Ukraine allegedly caused by strikes on warehouses. The Russian disinformation network
“Matryoshka” circulated photos of empty store shelves and reports of famine, which were sub-
sequently picked up by Belarusian media.

Telegram channel NEWS.BY:

“Areal infrastructure and financial drama is unfolding in Ukraine. Leading Western me-
dia outlets unanimously predict the toughest winter since the start of the conflict,
driven by a critical shortage of air defense systems and the paralysis of maritime ex-
ports.” (NEWS.BY, August 30)

“Ukrainian stores are running short of basic foodstuffs — bread, oatmeal, potatoes, ap-
ples, and chicken. The situation is most acute regarding sunflower oil.” (NEWS.BY, Au-
gust 30)

Alexander Tishchenko:

“Strikes on depots and the beach in Gelendzhik, the explosion in Moscow —these are all
links in the same chain. The goal is to distract the Ukrainian electorate from real prob-
lems at the front. Ukraine is faltering badly. Its energy sector is literally vanishing before
our eyes, and the coming winter will be extremely difficult for the country... Kyiv will
step up its sabotage operations, and Russia will have to find new countermeasures,
both in the media sphere and in terms of kinetic strikes.” (NEWS.BY, August 8)

iSANS will continue to analyze Belarusian and Russian propaganda in 2026
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