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PRINCIPAL LINES OF BELARUSIAN PROPAGANDA 
 

BELARUS 

• Propaganda media continues to exploit official holidays and commemorative dates to 
strengthen Alexander Lukashenko’s grip on power. In July, there were two such 
holidays – the official Independence Day (July 3) and the unofficial, but ideologically 
significant, 32nd anniversary of Lukashenko’s election as president (July 10). In Belarus, 
“Independence Day” refers to the liberation of Minsk from Nazi invaders in 1944, not the 
declaration of sovereignty after the collapse of the Soviet Union, as is common in all 
other former Soviet countries. 
 

• Stakes continue to be claimed on nostalgic feelings for the Soviet past held by a 
significant portion of the older generation in Belarus. Lukashenko is credited with his 
desire to “make things like they were in the USSR.” 
 

• The glorification of Belarus’s achievements and victories is an integral part of Alexander 
Lukashenko’s personality cult. State-controlled media link the country’s positive 
characteristics (“peaceful, nourished, well-fed, prosperous, calm,” etc.) with the 
activities of the “president,” thereby reinforcing the personification of his power. 
 

• Representatives of the democratic opposition and Belarusians who disagree with the 
regime remain the main targets of propaganda attacks. The state is attempting to 
suppress any manifestations of freedom and independence in the country. In July, a 
widespread state campaign against Belarusian ethnic symbols was launched, during 
which ethnic shops were closed and a historical reenactment festival was cancelled. 
 

ANTI-WESTERN LINES  

• The “West” continues to be portrayed as an alliance of hostile countries united by the 
idea of opposing Russia and weakening its alliance with Belarus. 
 

• On July 23, the EU adopted the 21st round of sanctions against Russia. This provoked 
outrage among pro-Kremlin propaganda media. The main argument against the 
sanctions was that of the old “sanctions boomerang” narrative concerning those who 
imposed them. 
 

• The most aggressive statements and threats are being directed at Belarus’s closest 
neighbors – Poland and the Baltic states – due to their most consistent and principled 
stances against the dictatorial regimes in Russia and Belarus and their condemnation 
of Russian aggression in Ukraine. Propaganda media accuses these countries of 
militarization, preparing for war, anti-Russian policies, and Russophobia. 
 

ANTI-UKRAINIAN LINES 

• Ukraine continues to be the target of Lukashenko’s propaganda attacks. State-
controlled public social media pages shift the blame for the ongoing war from the 
aggressor (Russia) to the victim of aggression (Ukraine) and accuse Kyiv of civilian 
deaths. 
 

• In propaganda narratives, Lukashenko is the main peacemaker, calling for an end to 
the war. Propagandists justify his complicity in Russian war crimes, including the forced 
displacement of Ukrainian children to Belarus. 



4 

 
• Calls for negotiations are increasingly heard in state-controlled media. Propagandists 

insist that Belarus participate in the negotiations as an equal partner, because only 
“brotherly Slavic peoples will understand each other.” 
 

• Another propaganda point is that Belarus (represented by Lukashenko) is resisting with 
all its might the West’s desperate attempts to drag it into war. 
 

• Propaganda media insists that Western aid to Ukraine harms, first and foremost, the 
West itself. In our opinion, this line is aimed at reducing international aid to Ukraine. 
 

• Pro-government media in Moscow and Minsk continue to fan the flames of discord 
between Poland and Ukraine. 
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1. BELARUS  

 

1.1. Official holidays and Lukashenko’s personality cult 

In July, Belarus celebrated two important events of ideological significance: July 3, 
Independence Day, and July 10, the 32nd anniversary of Alexander Lukashenko’s election as 
president (1994). 

In Belarus, “Independence Day” refers to the liberation of Minsk from the Nazi invaders in 1944, 
not the declaration of sovereignty after the collapse of the Soviet Union, as is the case in all 
other former Soviet countries. This date has ideological significance, as the official celebration 
of this event is aimed at denying Belarus’s true independence. The actual Independence Day 
should be celebrated on July 27, which is the day on which the Declaration of State Sovereignty 
of Belarus was adopted in 1990. 

It is known that the current “president” and usurper of power, Alexander Lukashenko, 
disavowed Belarus’s independence in the 1990s, opposed the creation of its own armed forces 
and a separate monetary system, and was against the collapse of the USSR. Back in 2008, he 
described the collapse of the Soviet Union as the greatest “geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th 
century.” 

The official “Independence Day” celebrations each year provide an opportunity to fuel the 
lingering public nostalgia for Soviet times. Pro-government media and propaganda channels 
are full of warm memories of the Soviet period and aggressive criticism of “the West, which 
destroyed the USSR.” Parallels are drawn between the tranquility and prosperity of that era 
and today’s Belarus, and Lukashenko is credited with his desire to “make things like they were 
in the USSR.” 

Viktor Khrenin, Belarusian Minister of Defense: 

“Our independence was won on the battlefields of the Great Patriotic War. Today, 
the time has come for us to defend it.” (BELTA, 01.07)(BelTA, July 1) 

Vladimir Pertsov, First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Presidential Administration: 

“At no time, be it the turbulent 1990s or the difficult 2000s, have we deviated from 
historical truth. The very day of celebration, July 3rd, the day of Minsk’s liberation from 
the Nazi invaders, and not any other day in our country’s history, was chosen by all the 
people in a national referendum. And today, we traditionally lay flowers… for those who 
gave us Victory and Independence.” (SB. Belarus Segodnya, July 3) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“The post-Soviet states tied these dates to their declarations of independence. Only 
Belarus rejected this and linked its independence to the liberation of its capital from 
the Nazi invaders. The Soviet Union was not oppressive for us. It was the heyday of 
our culture, education, and construction.” (SB. Belarus Today, July 3) 

“Belarus did not fight for separation from the USSR. That was done in Moscow… But 
the battle for this independence was always ongoing. And our leader, Alexander 
Lukashenko, led Belarus into battle.” (Minskaya Pravda, July 3) 

Another occasion for singing Lukashenko’s praises was the anniversary of his victory in the 
presidential election on July 10, 1994. This day is not yet one of adoration cult, but the flow of 

https://belta.by/society/view/hrenin-ofitseram-chestnoe-i-bezzavetnoe-sluzhenie-rodine-vsegda-bylo-pochetno-789183-2026/
https://www.sb.by/articles/pertsov-nashe-edinstvo-demonstriruet-chto-belorusskiy-narod-gotov-v-lyuboy-moment-vstat-na-zashchitu.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/eto-ogromnaya-zasluga-lukashenko-uchastniki-letuchki-o-prazdnovanii-dnya-nezavisimosti-imenno-3-iyul.html
https://mlyn.by/03072026/azaryonok-o-tom-kak-belarus-obrela-svobodu-v-borbe-s-haosom/
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state adulation toward him increases during such periods. The president is traditionally 
thanked for keeping the country from chaos, civil war, and foreign wars, for maintaining order, 
and for “keeping the shelves stocked with delicious, high-quality products made in Belarus.” 

On the eve of the significant date, propagandist and STV television presenter Grigory Azarenok 
called Lukashenko’s appearance before the people 32 years ago a “miracle” – a sentiment he 
has offered repeatedly: 

“How Belarus Acquired Lukashenko’s Miracle. All of history laid the way for his arrival. 
All the labors of all generations. All the prayers, all the poems, all the dreams, and all the 
accomplishments – everything laid the way for the arrival for Batka.” (Telegram channel 
Azarenok. STV. Belarus, July 9) 

“July 10th. The day that changed everything. Alexander Lukashenko won the 1994 
elections. This decision of the Belarusian people will become a historic miracle.” 
(Telegram channel Azarenok. STV. Belarus, July 10) 

“The people struggled in despair, like fish washed ashore. Strikes, hunger, poverty, 
devastation, humiliation, ruin. We lay with broken backs. And a magician was needed 
who, as in ancient Russian fairy tales, would pour living water on the wounds. And he 
came. The leader appeared. Alexander Lukashenko… It was God’s miracle." (Minsk 
Pravda, July 10) 

Telegram channel Nevolfovich: 

“July 10, 1994, wasn’t just an election day. It was the starting point of a new political era, 
when Belarus found a truly popular leader and began to chart its own path of 
progressive, evolutionary development.” (Telegram channel Nevolfovich, July 10) 

Alexander Osenko: 

“It’s been 32 years since Alexander Lukashenko took office as President of the Republic 
of Belarus. We made the right choice then in selecting the leader of the nation… First 
and foremost, we have preserved peace. Second, store shelves are filled with 
delicious, high-quality products made in our country.” (SB. Belarus Today, July 15) 

Evgeny Pustovoy: 

“In '94 as in '25, Belarusians didn’t just go to the polls. They went to vote for 
Lukashenko… The result is a peaceful, clear sky, a well-maintained country, and a 
government of social justice.” (STV, July 18) 

Pro-government media widely exploit Soviet nostalgia to rally public support for Lukashenko. 
The “president” is placed alongside leftist “legendary leaders” like Che Guevara and Fidel 
Castro. Amidst the gratitude directed toward Lukashenko, there is the unofficial glorification 
of Soviet tyrant Joseph Stalin. 

Vadim Gigin: 

“Was there a widespread movement in Belarus to separate from the USSR? No, on the 
contrary, they were afraid of it… In Belarus, supporters of a single Union gained more 
votes than in Moscow and Leningrad. So what kind of celebration could the collapse of 
the USSR be for Belarusians?” (Telegram channel Minsk-News, July 4) 

Grigoriy Azarenok:  

“Lenin proclaimed the equality and development of all peoples. Stalin fought against 
the dominance of the moneyed classes… They loved [Soviet people], they trusted us, 
they hoped for us." (Minsk Pravda, July 2)  

https://t.me/azarenokctv/74139
https://t.me/azarenokctv/74174
https://mlyn.by/10072026/istoriya-odnogo-vybora-kak-lukashenko-pobedil-ves-mir-i-spas-belarus/
https://mlyn.by/10072026/istoriya-odnogo-vybora-kak-lukashenko-pobedil-ves-mir-i-spas-belarus/
https://t.me/nevolf/44724
https://www.sb.by/articles/osenko-o-razvitii-selskogo-khozyaystva-belarus-prirastaet-regionami.html
https://ctv.by/news/politika/zachem-lukashenko-posetit-pervyj-region-i-chto-ne-tak-s-zapadnym-skotom-pustovoj
https://t.me/minsknews_by/136532
https://mlyn.by/02072026/azaryonok-obyasnil-pochemu-lukashenko-za-rubezhom-nazyvayut-legendoj/
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“For most of humanity, Batka is a legend. He’s like Fidel, like Che Guevara. A symbol of 
the free world.” (Minsk Pravda, July 2) 

 

1.2. “Belarus is peaceful, free, and happy” 

Glorifying Belarus’s achievements and victories is an integral part of Alexander Lukashenko’s 
personality cult. State-controlled media tie the country’s positive characteristics (“peaceful, 
nourished, well-fed, prosperous, calm,” etc.) with the actions of a single individual, thereby 
bolstering the “president’s” authority. 

Ivan Kubrakov: 

“In our republic, like nowhere else, the value of security is known. The state and the 
president are doing everything possible to ensure the country’s development and a 
peaceful life. (BelTA, July 1) 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“Belarus is a sacred place. A place where everything is ordered correctly and 
righteously. A place where there is a master, where there is peace, and therefore there 
will be children’s laughter. There will be no widows’ tears. There will be no continuous 
funerals, like in Ukraine. Why? Because we are protected by tradition, creativity, and 
labor. By our President.” (Minsk Pravda, July 6) 

“Belarus is truly a free country. A bastion of freedom. A country of democracy. The West 
is a totalitarian concentration camp, an Orwellian animal farm, a total slave space… We, 
however, are people of a free spirit. We are people of enlightenment and humanism. 
We are people of rights and freedoms. Here the spirit of freedom breathes where it will. 
And this spirit of freedom sings the glory of the most enlightened Leader – Alexander 
Lukashenko."”(Telegram channel Azarenok. STV. Belarus, July 17) 

Dmitry Shevtsov: 

“If we didn’t have such a powerful leader in our country, I can’t even imagine how we 
would have been able to avoid falling onto one side or another. Yes, today we live under 
European sanctions, but at the same time, this doesn’t stop us from living; we're 
building our own good dialogues.” (ONT.BY, July 8) 

 

2. BELARUSIAN DEMOCRATIC FORCES 

Opponents of the regime are the main target of propaganda attacks. The state is trying to 
suppress any expression of freedom and independence in the country. In July, a widespread 
state campaign against Belarusian ethnic symbols was launched. 

2.1. Closure of ethno-shops and cancellation of a historical reenactment festival  

In July, three stores in Belarus – LSTR, Khonar, and Ragna – were closed one after another over 
the course of two weeks. They sold national goods, including artwork, souvenirs, and clothing 
featuring Belarusian folk designs, handicrafts, and books in the Belarusian language. All three 
stores’ merchandise was pointedly apolitical and neutral, and they did not carry symbols 
deemed extremist by the dictatorial regime. 

In addition to the store closures, the annual historical reenactment festival Our Grunwald, 
which had been held in Belarus for several decades, was also cancelled in July. The authorities 
targeted those who marketed folk symbols and enthusiasts of Belarusian history, whom they 

https://mlyn.by/02072026/azaryonok-obyasnil-pochemu-lukashenko-za-rubezhom-nazyvayut-legendoj/
https://belta.by/regions/view/mir-v-strane-i-spokojstvie-grazhdan-nash-glavnyj-prioritet-isachenko-na-otkrytii-obnovlennogo-789247-2026/
https://mlyn.by/06072026/azaryonok-obyasnil-znachenie-kupalya-dlya-belorusskoj-identichnosti/
https://t.me/azarenokctv/74599
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/kak-belarusi-udaetsja-derzhat-balans-v-mire-sanktsij-i-nestabilnosti-mnenie-eksperta-321720-2026/
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also considered purveyors of independence, freedom, and protest. This is how propagandists 
framed these actions. 

Vadim Gigin: 

“They started discussing this ‘our Grunwald.’ I’ll be honest. At one point, we had ‘knights’ 
[referring to participants in a historical reenactment festival] at all our city festivals. How 
did these ‘knights’ behave in 2020 [2020 – the year of mass peaceful protests 
suppressed by the state]? They turned out to be traitors. Completely on the wrong side. 
This didn’t come as a surprise to me. 

“And what’s more, neither for this ‘Ragna’ nor this ‘Grunwald’ will it come to anything. 
We see all these attempts of yours to sell T-shirts with half-hints, all these tricks of yours. 
We see it all… We don’t need police doormats, as our partisans always called them. None 
of that will happen here. All your calculations mean is that you’ll persuade us here, get 
through, drop an anchor, get a foothold somewhere, and hold on with your teeth. We’ll 
knock your teeth out.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, July 16) 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“We hear groans and wails from everywhere. In Belarus, a whole series of unprofitable 
stores have been closed, ones with massive debts, where sanitary standards weren’t 
met, where paperwork wasn’t properly completed, and, most importantly, where 
betrayal [of the people] was blooming like a motley corpse. All your innocent T-shirts 
would have turned into rivers of blood. Your rebellion only promised war, as 
happened after all the color revolutions, from Ukraine to Armenia.” (Minsk Pravda, July 
19) 

At the same time, the state in words proclaims a policy of preserving Belarusian cultural 
heritage. 

Sergey Klishevich: 

“The head of state respects Belarusian artistic crafts, preserving this important area of 
our national cultural development… In short, today we are providing a cultural front for 
preserving national security and the state in the interests of the present and future.” 
(SB. Belarus Today, July 13) 

 

2.2. Anti-opposition rhetoric 

However, the main stream of slander, disinformation, provocations, and threats continues to 
be directed against the leaders of the democratic forces and protest participants who were 
forced to leave the country due to the threat of political repression. 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“A fugitive! The little one is sitting there, making a mess. They’re trying to make a mess 
of the Slavic Bazaar, with our intergovernmental relations with any country. They’re 
trying to make a mess of the harvest.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, July 16) 

“The fugitives are seriously ruining the Poles’ crime statistics. They’re not used to and 
don’t know how to work, and they’re completely illiterate, so they can’t even learn a 
little Polish. The result is endless everyday conflicts.” (Minsk Pravda, July 17) 

“They [the fugitives] are driven solely by hatred – hatred of all living things, of any 
established society. Yes, they would dream of igniting a conflagration in Belarus. But 

https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77939
https://mlyn.by/19072026/azaryonok-nazval-sposob-spasti-belarus-ot-predatelej/
https://www.sb.by/articles/klishevich-traditsii-kupalya-natsionalnoe-dostoyanie-belarusi.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77961
https://mlyn.by/17072026/pan-ili-propal-pochemu-polyaki-sdayut-zmagarov-s-potrohami/
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our security forces are so systematically several levels above them that they have left 
them no chance.” (STV, July 25) 

3. ANTI-WESTERN LINES 

The “West” continues to be portrayed as a hostile and absolutely unified alliance (hence the 
widespread expression “collective West” in anti-Western propaganda), united by the goal of 
opposing Russia and disintegrating its friendly alliance with Belarus. According to 
propagandists, the “West” is fighting against a free, peaceful, and calm Belarus, with the help 
of sanctions and political isolation. 

 

3.1. Reactions to new sanctions 

On July 23, the European Union adopted its 21st round of sanctions against Russia, which was 
predictably met with indignation by Belarusian propagandists. Their main response was to 
repeat, in various forms, the tried and true trope that there would be a “sanctions boomerang” 
on those who imposed them.  

Maxim Ryzhenkov: 

“The European Union has already overplayed its hand with these sanctions. We all see 
how much the citizens of the European Union are suffering… The EU’s policy is 
completely without thought.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, July 27) 

Andrei Lazutkin: 

“If you build a fence against all your neighbors, you might end up in a cage yourself. 
That’s what happened with the EU. While trying to isolate Belarus and Russia with 
sanctions, five years later they’ve entered into conflict with China, Iran, Africa, Southeast 
Asia, and even the U.S. And now it’s unclear who’s isolating whom.” (STV, July 28) 

Vyacheslav Danilovich: 

“All the sanctions imposed against us ultimately impact the European states 
themselves. This is the policy of the ruling globalists in Europe. The worse and more 
difficult it is for them, the better.” (Telegram channel Minsk-News, July 29) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“Europe is facing its own fuel supply problems… What’s the end result? They hit Russia, 
but these sanctions and aggressive actions boomeranged on their instigators.” (SB. 
Belarus Today, July 23) 

“The EU is losing out on its own policies… Moreover, our economy looks even healthier 
than those of European countries. They failed to achieve any political changes in their 
favor through economic pressure.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, July 28) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“This [the introduction of new EU sanctions] is extremely dangerous for the citizens of 
the European Union itself. It leads to higher prices for petroleum products and actually 
pushes the European Union into direct involvement in the conflict.” (NEWS.BY, July 24)  

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“A huge number of countries do not support the isolation of Belarus and Russia… 
Europeans, the majority of Europeans, want normal borders and good relations. They 

https://ctv.by/news/politika/beshenyj-hotel-vzorvat-liderku-ekstremistskogo-formirovaniya-azarenok-o-terakte-kotoryj-gotovilsya-v-polshe
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/78337
https://ctv.by/news/politika/lazutkin-esli-postroit-zabor-ot-vseh-sosedej-mozhno-samomu-okazatsya-v-kletke
https://t.me/minsknews_by/137943
https://www.sb.by/articles/shpakovskiy-rasskazal-kak-zapad-podryvaet-sobstvennye-energorynok-i-neftepromyshlennost.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/shpakovskiy-rasskazal-kak-zapad-podryvaet-sobstvennye-energorynok-i-neftepromyshlennost.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/78375
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/200970
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want to live in harmony with Belarus and Russia.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, 
July 27) 

Evgeny Gorin: 

“What is Europe doing? It’s imposing sanctions that are hitting their own farmers. They 
imposed sanctions on Belarusian potash, and who’s the loser? Their farmers, who’ve 
been holding protests for several years now.” (SB. Belarus Today, July 18) 

Despite the bold rhetoric and assurances that sanctions are pointless, even propagandists 
acknowledge their impact on the Belarusian economy. Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“The thing is, of course, they [the sanctions] are causing us some harm. We would 
develop more dynamically and not waste significant effort and resources on 
overcoming the consequences of this economic aggression. Still, their economic 
dictatorship is not achieving its intended results.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, 
July 28) 

  

 3.2. Poland and the Baltic states 

Belarus’s closest western neighbors – Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia – have traditionally 
been the targets of aggressive anti-Western disinformation and propaganda attacks. This is 
clearly due to their consistent and principled stance toward Moscow and Minsk. They 
condemn Russia’s aggression and war crimes in Ukraine and provide military and financial 
assistance to Kyiv. In response, propaganda accuses these countries of militarization, 
preparation for war, anti-Russian policies, and Russophobia. 

Vadim Gigin: 

“Latvia and Estonia currently share first place in the oppression of Russian speakers. The 
latter, for example, is turning Tallinn’s Russian neighborhoods into ghettos. Estonian 
authorities are pressuring children, trying to integrate them into Estonian society. This 
effectively forces them to renounce their Russian identity.” (Telegram channel Minsk-
News, July 7) 

“There is no united Europe. There is a fragmented Europe and there are hyper-
aggressive countries – Poland and the Baltic states, which are betting on militarization… 
I think the result of this militarization will be, if not the collapse of the European Union, 
then very serious reform, possibly decentralization of the EU.” (SB. Belarus Today, July 
17) 

Sergey Klishevich: 

“Today, Poland is a leader in military and political terms. 90% of weapons and 
ammunition are supplied to Ukraine through the country. For Belarus, this is another 
signal that Europe is arming itself and preparing for war.” (NEWS.BY, July 20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/78343
https://www.sb.by/articles/my-ne-mozhem-pozvolit-sebe-beskhozyaystvennyy-podkhod-uchastniki-letuchki-o-vnimanii-lukashenko-k-sf.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/78375
https://t.me/minsknews_by/136733
https://t.me/minsknews_by/136733
https://www.sb.by/articles/detsentralizatsiya-es-gigin-predskazal-k-chemu-mozhet-privesti-militarizatsiya-evropy.html
https://news.by/news/obshchestvo/sergey-klishevich-otsenil-ugrozy-ot-ucheniy-koalitsii-zhelayuschikh-v-polshe-dlya-sg
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4. ANTI-UKRAINIAN LINES 

4.1. “Lukashenko the Peacemaker” 

Minsk’s propaganda outlets continue to focus on events related to Russia’s war against 
Ukraine. State-controlled public social media pages tend to shift blame for the ongoing war 
from the aggressor (Russia) to the victim of aggression (Ukraine) and accuse Kyiv’s leadership 
of civilian deaths. At the same time, as before, not a single word of criticism is uttered against 
the true mastermind of the war – Vladimir Putin. Lukashenko is hailed as the chief 
peacemaker, keeping Belarus from being drawn into the war. Propagandists attempt to justify 
his complicity in Russia’s war crimes, including the forced displacement of Ukrainian children 
to Belarus. 

Meanwhile, calls for negotiations are increasingly heard. Statements by propagandists and 
officials clearly demonstrate a strategy of coming to the negotiating table as an equal partner, 
arguing the utopian assertion that only “brotherly Slavic peoples” will understand each other. 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“Belarus and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko personally have done 
everything possible to ensure peace in Ukraine… They [the Minsk agreements] were 
violated by the West and Ukraine. Russia was forced to launch the SVO [Special 
Military Operation] in 2022. Today, they want to drag us into a military conflict, but we 
are not giving in. We are saving Europe from war.” 

“We have peace, order, and calm. Therefore, even now, our position is simple – we are 
most interested in peace in Ukraine.” (Telegram  channel BelVPO, July 9)  

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“Lukashenko prevented and averted a war from our land, which was entirely possible 
and even practically inevitable. We were confidently tumbling head over heels down 
the so-called escalation ladder. Zelenskyy was ready to strike. But Batka, with his 
restraint, secret negotiations, and steely calm, averted disaster.” (STV, July 1) 

“Ukraine awaits its Batka. Only Alexander Grigoryevich Lukashenko can save it.” (Minsk 
Pravda, July 16) 

“Today is Donbas Children’s Remembrance Day… Thousands of children have died in 
Donbas since then, and since the West and the Ukrainian elite provoked a full-scale war 
across Ukraine, Donbas, and Russia’s border regions… But there is also a righteous man 
in this story – Alexander Lukashenko. He has always done everything to save children.” 
(Minsk Pravda, July 27) 

Andrey Bogodel: 

“Batka went out of his way to preserve a peaceful sky above his head. Which, in 
principle, has been achieved so far.” (Telegram channel ZhS Premium, 02.07)  

 

4.2. “Lukashenko is preventing Belarus from being drawn into the war” 

Propaganda media promotes the idea that Belarus (represented by Lukashenko) is resisting 
with all its might the desperate attempts of “external forces” to drag it into war. However, the 

https://t.me/belarus_vpo/86481
https://ctv.by/news/politika/azarenok-zelenskij-byl-gotov-udarit-no-batka-otvel-bedu
https://mlyn.by/16072026/azaryonok-rasskazal-chto-proishodit-na-uliczah-ukrainy/
https://mlyn.by/16072026/azaryonok-rasskazal-chto-proishodit-na-uliczah-ukrainy/
https://mlyn.by/27072026/azaryonok-obyasnil-pochemu-zelenskij-ne-mozhet-ost/
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77431
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propagandists point to the West as the true culprit behind this “pulling in,” which is 
attempting to draw Belarus into aggression through “Ukrainian provocations.” Why Ukraine 
would want to attract yet another country to its aggression remains a mystery. 

Andrey Krivosheev: 

“The militaristic gang has decided to push Kyiv into more aggressive actions against 
Belarus, hoping that Belarus will respond harshly and cause nervousness among our 
political or military-political elite. They hope we will make some mistakes that can be 
sold as Minsk’s aggression against Kyiv, thereby directly drawing Belarus into the war.” 
(Telegram channel ZhS Premium, 01.07) 

Andrei Lazutkin: 

“The UK wants to drag Belarus into a conflict with Ukraine. The British Prime Minister’s 
National Security Advisor visited Kyiv. And most likely, after this visit, Ukraine received 
the go-ahead to continue the escalation. So, yes, the British need this.” (Telegram 
channel Minsk-News, July 2) 

Andrey Bogodel: 

“The West is seeking to create the conditions for Belarus to become embroiled in 
armed conflict… We have long seen that Ukraine and its armed forces are merely a 
means to achieve the collective West’s goals.” (BelTA, July 12) 

 

4.3. “Western aid to Ukraine harms the West itself” 

Another line of propaganda is aimed at reducing international aid to Ukraine: the “collective 
West” should stop supporting Ukraine, as it harms itself first and foremost. Europe needs to 
focus on solving its own problems. 

Dmitry Shevtsov: 

“Significant resources are being channeled into supporting Ukraine. Under these 
circumstances, [the West’s] internal problems are relegated to the background… Just 
look at the reports: mountains of garbage everywhere, utilities not working. Meanwhile, 
electricity is expensive, air conditioners are unusable, and people are dying. If things 
continue like this, Europe could face far more serious threats, including large-scale 
epidemics.” (SB. Belarus Today, July 22) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“Western countries are interested in prolonging the conflict, since the defense industry 
has become one of the few sectors of their economies demonstrating sustainable 
growth.” (Telegram  channel BelVPO, July 17) 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“The entire European population, and the Poles most of all, are truly tired of Ukraine.” 
(Minsk Pravda, July 5) 

“Ukraine will never be accepted into NATO. They will never be equal there. They didn’t 
breed such a rabid beast to keep it in their home.” (Telegram channel Azarenok. STV. 
Belarus, July 7) 

Alexey Belyaev: 

https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77376
https://t.me/minsknews_by/136376
https://belta.by/society/view/ekspert-zapad-vse-esche-stremitsja-smenit-vlast-v-belarusi-i-srezat-belorusskij-balkon-790879-2026/
https://www.sb.by/articles/energeticheskiy-krizis-i-antisanitariya-shevtsov-o-proiskhodyashchem-v-evrope-v-usloviyakh-ekstremal.html
https://t.me/belarus_vpo/86729
https://mlyn.by/05072026/pochemu-polsha-rezko-izmenila-ritoriku-v-otnoshenii-ukrainy-i-pri-chyom-zdes-berlin/
https://t.me/azarenokctv/73987
https://t.me/azarenokctv/73987
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“Today, [Western] military-industrial corporations are primarily interested in continuing 
the war in Ukraine, because it constantly receives funds from the bottomless budgets 
of the U.S. and the European Union. While Zelenskyy throws people into the meat 
grinder of war, Western thugs launder billions from the blood of Ukrainians.” (Telegram 
channel ZhS Premium, July 8) 

 

4.3. Polish-Ukrainian conflicts 

Another conflict that is being carefully fanned by Kremlin and Minsk propaganda is the 
historical differences between Poland and Ukraine. 

Grigoriy Azarenok:  

“Europe is beginning to realize what it raised on the Maidan, when it encouraged 
youngsters and bandits to carry out a coup… And now, oh the horror. The Poles are 
grumbling, the Germans are panicking, the French are screaming and their streets are 
flooded [with Ukrainians]. Their cars are being blown up. Soon Poles will be beaten just 
for refusing to lay flowers at the Bandera monument in Warsaw.” (Minsk Pravda, July 1) 

Andrey Krivosheev: 

“The Kyiv regime admits through the glorifying of criminals that, ‘yes, we are neo-Nazis.’ 
[…] ‘This is the kind of indicator. And what will you do to us? You have invested so much 
effort, resources, and money in us that you will not do anything to us.’” (Telegram 
channel NEWS.BY, July 4) 

Alexey Belyaev: 

“Today we see that Ukrainian nationalism has effectively transformed into Ukrainian 
Nazism… And this demon of nationalism, which has overwhelmed Ukraine today, will 
ultimately destroy it. No one will allow Ukraine to join the EU with such views or remain 
a powerful state. Everyone will attempt to somehow parcel it off and destroy it.” (SB. 
Belarus Today, July 8) 

Yuri Voskresensky: 

“In Poland, ideas about sending troops into Western Ukraine and creating a 
‘Małopolska Voivodeship’ are increasingly being voiced. They’ve finally seen Nazism in 
Ukraine, something we’ve been talking about since 2014. Perhaps they’ll then see the 
next step as an opportunity to normalize relations with the Republic of Belarus." 
(Telegram channel NEWS.BY, July 12) 

Ksenia Lebedeva: 

“Polish politicians can shout all they want about ‘Russia's imperial ambitions,’ but the 
mere raising of an eyebrow by the American ambassador in Warsaw instantly silences 
all talk of the Volyn massacre. They are ordered to support the ‘Ukraine’ project at any 
cost. Even at the cost of the memory of their own ancestors burned alive. Poland today 
is not a(n) [sovereign] actor, but a commodity and ammunition depot in someone else’s 
war.” (Telegram channel NEWS.BY, July 14) 

At the same time, that Belarus supports Ukrainian citizens is underscored. Propagandists’ 
statements expand on the popular notion of a “brotherly family of three equal peoples” – 
Russians, Belarusians, and Ukrainians. Conciliatory and even sympathetic notes are present, 
but the sincerity of such statements is, at best, questionable. 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77645
https://mlyn.by/01072026/grigorij-azaryonok-obratilsya-k-evrope/
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/199349
https://www.sb.by/articles/belyaev-rasskazal-o-protivorechiyakh-polshi-i-ukrainy-i-transformatsii-ukrainskogo-natsionalizma.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/belyaev-rasskazal-o-protivorechiyakh-polshi-i-ukrainy-i-transformatsii-ukrainskogo-natsionalizma.html
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/199940
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/200166
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“We’re celebrating Independence Day soon. We’re getting ready. We’re in the holiday 
spirit. However, it’s darkened every day and every hour by the terrible fate of our sister 
[Ukraine], our neighbor, our brotherly people, who have been taken prisoner.” (STV, 
July 1) 

“Ukraine is our land and our civilization. These are our churches and our people. And 
we will return Ukraine to the bosom of our Slavic nation.” (Minsk Pravda, July 8) 

Alexey Avdonin:  

“Ukraine’s leadership will change, but the people will remain. And in these difficult 
times, Belarus is showing openness and willingness to welcome ordinary Ukrainian 
citizens who come to us to pick berries and mushrooms.” 

“The President of Belarus, despite Kyiv’s attempts to escalate the situation, is focusing 
on ordinary Ukrainians and good-neighborly relations. We don’t want any conflict. On 
the contrary, we are pursuing an open policy.” (BelTA, July 11) 

 

 

iSANS will continue to analyze Belarusian and Russian propaganda in 2026 

https://ctv.by/news/politika/azarenok-zelenskij-byl-gotov-udarit-no-batka-otvel-bedu
https://mlyn.by/08072026/pochemu-posle-vstrechi-trampa-i-zelenskogo-v-ankare-illyuzij-bolshe-ne-ostalos-rasskazal-azaryonok/
https://belta.by/society/view/ekspert-objjasnil-otkrytost-belarusi-k-ukraintsam-rukovodstvo-ukrainy-smenitsja-a-narod-ostanetsja-790828-2026/

