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CHANGES AND TRENDS IN THE BELARUSIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE
2025-26 ACADEMIC YEAR



Over the past five years, the development of the Belarusian education system has been defined
by a number of persistent trends, including increased state control over education;
standardization of the educational process; expansion of ideological and militarized
components; curtailment of cooperation with European countries and a reorientation of
international cooperation toward Russia and China; limited opportunities for Belarusians to
obtain a European education; and repressive pressure on those who do not support the current
government.

In the 2025-26 academic year, these trends not only continued but also expanded, as reflected
in key events and decisions in the education sector. At the same time, new processes emerged
during the academic year that could have a significant impact on the development of Belarusian
education in the coming years.

Among the most significant changes and trends that emerged in the education system in the
2025-26 academic year, the following should be highlighted:

1. Designing a mechanism for restricting politically disloyal citizens’ access to teaching

For many years, the persecution of politically disloyal citizens remained a characteristic feature
of Belarusian education policy. However, in the 2025-26 academic year, the state took a
qualitatively new step, moving from informal practices to the open codification of repressive
mechanisms in legislation. As a result, the creation of a system of restrictions aimed at
preventing politically disloyal citizens from professional activity in the field of education is
nearly complete. In this context, the most important document has been the amendments to
laws on children’s rights, which came into force in early 2026.! According to the new
document, all individuals who have ever been convicted of “extremist” offenses receive a
permanent ban from working with children. It is worth noting that anti-extremist legislation in
Belarus is widely applied to citizens participating in opposition activities or expressing
disagreement with state policy and is one of the key mechanisms for implementing the state’s
repressive policies. The changes that came into force have resulted in a situation in which
teachers with criminal records related to “extremist” activity have been effectively deprived of
the opportunity to find employment in Belarusian educational institutions.

Under these circumstances, the only option for those subject to this ban to continue their
professional activities has been tutoring and other forms of independent work related to
teaching children. However, in May 2026, it became known that the Belarusian Ministry of
Education planned to introduce a special registry for tutors and other self-employed individuals
providing child education services. According to the published document?, anyone planning to
provide tutoring or other child education services will be required to submit a notification not
only to the Tax Inspectorate but also to the Department for Quality Assurance of Education.
The Department will then verify the applicant does not have a criminal record or other
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restrictions on working with children and, following verification, add them to the registry. Only
after being included in the registry and receiving approval from the Department will the self-
employed individual be able to teach children and provide tutoring services. Following the
implementation of these plans, teachers with convictions for “extremist” offenses will be
permanently barred from legally practicing in Belarus. Moreover, the new restrictions will
serve not only a repressive but also a preventative function, as they will function as an
additional deterrent for education workers, demonstrating that participation in protests or other
politically undesirable activities could result in a lifetime ban from the profession.

Over the past four years, the state has consistently strengthened its control over the system of
education, and the two decisions discussed above are a logical continuation of this policy.
These decisions contribute significantly to the establishing of total state control in education,
despite the overt institutionalization of discrimination based on political views. In the future,
we can expect an expansion of the range of individuals subject to such restrictions. One possible
direction for development of this policy could be the broadening of existing restrictions not
only to individuals convicted of “extremist” offenses but also to citizens held accountable for
similar administrative offenses. In this case, the mechanisms of political control over education
personnel will become even more extensive and encompass additional categories of employees.

2. State-controlled digitalization of processes and procedures in the Belarusian education
system

In the final months of the 2024-25 academic year, the Belarusian education system began
implementing solutions aimed at digitalizing certain procedures and processes. However, it
was in the 2025-26 academic year that this policy became systemic, suggesting the emergence
of a sustainable trend. Throughout the academic year, the Belarusian education system
regularly implemented solutions aimed at digitizing a number of procedures and processes.

First, a significant number of innovations were aimed at digitalizing and simplifying
admissions procedures. For example, in October 2025, the Republican Institute of Knowledge
Control (RIKZ) announced plans to introduce electronic certificates containing centralized
examination and testing results for applicants starting in 2026.3 In November 2025, the
institute’s* official website launched a free mock exam and in December it announced the
introduction of remote consultations for participants based on their test results. Second, several
decisions were taken to digitize certain administrative procedures in education. Specifically, in
early 2026, the unified electronic services portal E-Pasluga (E-Services) provided the ability to
remotely enroll children in preschool institutions.® Lastly, the implementation of larger-scale
projects aimed at the long-term digital transformation of the education system commenced
during the academic year. A key decision toward this was a government decree adopted in
February 2026 on the creation of unified electronic databases for educational institutions. It is
expected that these systems will gather significant amounts of information on the functioning
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of the educational sector and will eventually form the basis for the implementation of new
digital services, including a unified electronic journal and diary, digital portfolios of students
and teachers, and the digitization of additional administrative procedures. At the same time, a
distinctive feature of the digitalization of Belarusian education is its complete dependence on
government structures.

Practically all key decisions are implemented through state institutions, state information
systems or state-controlled services. This model once again demonstrates that the sphere of
education is considered by the Belarusian authorities a strategically important area in which
the state strives to maintain exclusive influence and is not ready to allow significant
participation of independent or private organizations. The most indicative example relative to
this is the situation with electronic journals [¢rans. note — used by teachers for recording grades,
attendance, and student performance] and diaries [maintained by students]. For more than ten
years, services have been functioning in Belarusian schools with the participation of private
companies, however work is currently underway to create a unified state system of electronic
journals and diaries. One of the key reasons for this decision appears to be the government’s
desire to establish full control over the digital infrastructure and gradually displace private
service providers from the educational sphere.

Such an approach has both organizational and political consequences. On the one hand, it can
lead to ignoring the experience accumulated by private companies and slow the pace of
digitalization due to the government’s bureaucratic nature and less flexibility in the
implementation of innovative solutions. On the other hand, the creation of a unified state digital
infrastructure will allow the authorities to gather significant amounts of data on the educational
process and monitor many processes in a mode close to real time. As a result, the digitalization
of education in Belarus is not only an instrument of modernization of the educational system
but also a mechanism of further subordination of the education system to the interests and needs
of the state apparatus.

3. Further consolidation of Belarus’s education system and expansion of state control

A strategy of creating a unified and centrally managed education system has been consistently
implemented to the extent possible by the Belarusian authorities over the past three and a half
years, and the 2025-26 academic year was no exception. During this period, new decisions
were made and new initiatives were announced aimed at further promoting this policy. They
have been aimed primarily at further severance of the non-state sector from the education
system. At the beginning of 2026, a public discussion’ of the draft amendments to the law “On
Licensing”® was held. A key provision of the draft law regarding education is the inclusion of
additional education of children and youth in the list of activities subject to licensing. The
introduction of licensing of additional education for children and youth will lead to a significant
reduction in the number of private organizations working in this field, as has already been
observed at the end of 2022, when after the introduction of licensing for kindergartens and
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schools almost all private educational institutions were closed in Belarus. Government
representatives and pro-government propagandists have repeatedly emphasized that the entire
education system should operate within the framework of state interests, and the restriction of
the activities of non-state institutions fully corresponds to this logic.

Another event, which is part of the logic of the reduction of the non-state sector in the education
system, was the termination of the activities of one of the few private universities in Belarus —
the Institute of Parliamentarism and Entrepreneurship (IPP). In February 2026, a message was
published on the institute’s website’ that the university was finishing up its educational
activities and would issue diplomas by the end of the month. Back in the summer of 2024 is
when the first problems arose at the institute, when the Ministry of Education prohibited the
IPP from recruiting new students due to the closure of private universities.!® According to
records, the institute did not recruit students even in 2025, which indicated an intention to cease
their activities after the current contingent of students finished their studies. In addition, in
March 2026, the state accreditation expired at IPP, and, apparently, the higher education
institution was unable to manage the process for its renewal.

Following the closure of the Institute of Parliamentarism and Entrepreneurship, only four
private universities continue to function in Belarus: the Institute of Modern Knowledge (IMK),
the International Institute of Management and Entrepreneurship (MIUP), the Belarusian Trade
and Economic University of Consumer Cooperation (BTEU) and the International University
MITSO. At the same time, the educational process in the remaining private universities
essentially does not differ from that at state institutions, which points to the creation of a
uniform system of higher education in which institutions are essentially left with only a limited
degree of autonomy. For decades in Belarus, private universities have experienced significant
pressure from the state, which over time has led to a decrease in their status and attractiveness
among applicants and, later, to the actual collapse of the private sector of independent higher
education.

In addition to the shifting out of the non-state sector, in the 2025-26 school year, other decisions
were taken aimed at the forming of a uniform and manageable education system focused on
state interest priorities. First, the past school year was the first to be held under a total ban on
the use of smartphones in schools. Despite considerable public discussion, this decision was
introduced at the national level and was not submitted to local communities or individual
educational institutions. Limiting the use of smartphones makes it difficult to use digital tools
in the educational process, especially in those schools where they had been actively used for
educational purposes. But this ban also makes the educational process in different schools more
similar, which strengthens the general tendency towards the uniformity of the education
system. Second, the tendency to increase the dependence of the education system on state
interests was manifested in a number of decisions aimed at training specialists with higher
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education. Starting from 2023, the recruitment of students to institutions of higher education
has been based on the idea of meeting the economic needs of the state.

The admissions campaign is largely oriented not so much toward the educational preferences
of the applicants, but on state orders aimed at filling worker deficits in certain industries. This
year’s admission numbers for higher education institutions showed a clear development of this
trend. Compared to 2025, the general admission plan has increased by approximately 1,000
students. This growth is mainly due to the expansion of the number of places in the full-time
state-sponsored form of education. At the same time, the number of paid full-time study places
in Belarusian universities decreased by almost 800 compared to last year’s intake.

The most noticeable change in admissions in 2026 was the complete cessation of recruitment
for full-time paid places in medical universities. Last year, more than 250 entrants applied for
such places and the competition was quite high. Despite the obvious potential for increasing
paid places, taking into account student demand, medical universities made the opposite
decision due to the implementation of the state demand. The state needs personnel for the health
care system, and the cancellation of full-time tuition means that all students who enter in 2026
will be required to complete at least two years of training, while the vast majority will go to
state health care institutions. In addition, a reduction in the number of full-time paid places has
also been observed in agricultural universities. In 2026, agricultural universities plan to accept
only 19 applicants, which is almost 4.5 times less than in the previous year.

The recruitment target for full-time paid places in all technical universities in Belarus has also
been decreased. It is likely that this tendency of reducing the number of full-time paid places
in higher education institutions will continue in the following years. Most noticeably, this
reduction may affect engineering and pedagogical specialties, and for agricultural specialties a
development similar to that of medical universities is possible already in 2027, with the
complete cancellation of recruitment for full-time paid places. This approach also creates
additional advantages for state structures, since the reduction in the number of full-time paid
spots helps avoid the introduction of an extremely unpopular measure — mandatory work
assignments for students paying for their tuition. In addition, with the canceling of recruitment
for full-time paid studies, one of the main opportunities for admission for applicants with lower
results of centralized exams and testing is employer-sponsored education. This trajectory is
also beneficial for the state, since students studying under a specific contract will have to
undergo a mandatory five-year service after graduation. The 2025-26 academic year has shown
the next steps towards the forming of a uniform education system in Belarus, which is
characterized by a high degree of dependence on state decisions and priorities.

4. New paths of ideologization of Belarusian education

After the political crisis of 2020, the authorities of Belarus consistently implement a policy
aimed at strengthening the ideologization of the educational process at all levels of education.
The past academic year was no exception. Each of the nine months was accompanied by a
significant number of ideologically oriented events. In most cases, these events were related to
already established directions of ideological work, fixed earlier in the education system.



Several, however, received significant development and expansion during the school year
under review:

— Introducing pro-government and pro-Russian propaganda in school history courses

The introduction of an ideological component into the content of textbooks was also observed
in previous years, but the most significant event of the 2025-26 academic year was the
appearance of a new textbook The History of Belarus in the Context of World History for 11%-
grade students. The new textbook consists almost entirely of views of pro-government and pro-
Russian propaganda and the presentation of historical material in the text occurs exclusively
within the framework of the pro-government view of the history of Belarus. In particular, the
authors of the text describe the exceptional role of the Russian Empire and the USSR in the
creation of Belarusian statehood, while completely ignoring the process of Russification
actively conducted on Belarusian lands in the 19th century. In addition, the authors of the text
consciously form in schoolchildren a negative attitude towards the Belarusian People’s
Republic (BPR), but at the same time praise the Soviet Union (USSR) and Belarusian Soviet
Socialist Republic (BSSR).

When describing the Soviet reality in the 1920s and 1930s, the evidence of persecution for
political views are not simply ignored, but the term repression itself is not mentioned at all.
Regarding the outcomes of the development of the USSR in the 1930s, the authors dwell only
on the positive, without mentioning how it was achieved. A similar concept is employed by the
authors when describing life in the BSSR in the 1920s and 1930s. Repressions are also not
mentioned here and the existence of Kuropat and other mass burial sites of victims of Stalinist
repressions is ignored. But the opposite approach is used when describing the history of
Western Belarus in 1921-1939. For several pages, for the students are listed only the negative
aspects of Belarusian lands being part of Poland and it is the policies of the Polish authorities
that are called repressive.

The new textbook actively broadcasts pro-government propaganda narratives on modern
Belarus as well. The name of Alexander Lukashenka appears on the pages of the textbook more
often than the name of any other figure in the history of Belarus or world history. The textbook
is filled with quotes from Alexander Lukashenka and, as a whole, forms in students an
exceptionally positive view of his governing. The political crisis of 2020 is seen by the authors
as an “attempted coup d’état” and as an example of the “color revolution” which foreign states
have attempted to effect in Belarus.

The textbook is aimed at forming in students a negative attitude towards the European Union
and the U.S., as the authors claim directly that they interfere in Belarus’s internal affairs. At
the same time, Russia, which, according to the authors, came to the aid of Belarus under the
“attempted coup d’état” and “sanctions pressure,” is shown in an exceptionally positively light
in the text. It is especially important to note the fact that not only pro-government but also pro-
Russian propaganda is actively introduced in the new textbook.



Vladimir Putin’s rule in the textbook is shown exclusively from a positive angle as a time of
solving social problems and economic achievements. Moreover, the authors of the textbook
consciously promote the Russian version of the causes of the political crisis in Ukraine:
disputes over energy resources, the coming to power of pro-Western politicians, and
Russophobic sentiments of the Ukrainian government. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 is
called a “Special Military Operation,” the authors blame Ukraine for the start of the war, and
the occupied territories of Ukraine (the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporozhye, and Kherson Oblasts
and Crimea) are called Russian. History in Belarusian schools then is increasingly aimed not
at developing students’ comprehensive understanding of history and the development of critical
thinking, but at the promotion of pro-government ideology. A serious concern is the fact that
within the framework of this ideology, Belarusian youth consciously form a negative attitude
towards Western European civilization, while unity and closeness with Russia are presented as
Belarus’s natural civilized choice. It is expected that the approach that was used when creating
the textbook The History of Belarus in the Context of World History will be used when updating
other textbooks on history as well as textbooks on social studies and other humanities
disciplines in the coming years. It follows from all this that the teaching of humanities
disciplines in the Belarusian education system will be subordinated to pro-government
ideology, and not to the principles of science and objectivity.

—Introducing a positive view of the Soviet period through ideological events

Over the last few years, one of the means of ideologizing Belarusian education has been
increased attention to memorable dates associated with Soviet history. The 2025-26 academic
year demonstrated that this trend not only persists but continues to develop, acquiring a steadier
and more systemic character. For example, in the first half of November 2025, the anniversary
of the October Revolution became a key ideological topic in Belarusian education. At all levels
of education, events aimed at explaining the significance of this date and forming a positive
perception of this event among young people were held. It should be noted separately that this
also affected the preschool level of education, where young children, too, were involved in
ideological activities that formed a positive assessment of the Soviet period.

A similar situation was observed at the end of April 2026, when the Belarusian education
system was involved in events dedicated to the next anniversary of Vladimir Lenin’s birthday.
The only difference between these dates is that the Day of the October Revolution is already
present in Belarusian education everywhere, while the celebration of the anniversary of the
birth of Vladimir Lenin is currently an initiative of individual educational institutions or regions
of the country. State policy in the sphere of education conveys the concept that modern Belarus
is considered the successor of the BSSR, and the forming of Belarusian statehood is interpreted
as the result of the coming of the Bolsheviks to power in 1917. Given this, only an exceptionally
positive view of both the events of October 1917 and the entire subsequent Soviet period is
considered acceptable for the state. As a result, topics that may conflict with this ideological
framework are purposefully marginalized or ignored in the education system, specifically the
declaration of Belarusian statehood on a non-Soviet basis in 1918, and the destruction of a
significant part of the Belarusian intelligentsia during the mass repressions of the 1930s. Taking
into account these trends, it is possible to conclude that the positive interpretation of the Soviet



period will continue to be consistently promoted in Belarus’s system of education as an element
of official ideological policy.

— Regular dissemination of pro-government ideology through mass film screenings to
schoolchildren and students

A key feature of the past academic year was the development of a new approach to screening
films with ideological content in the Belarusian education system. While previously such films
were shown largely intermittently and randomly, the 2025-26 academic year saw their regular
and systematic inclusion in the educational process throughout the course of the academic year.
For example, in the fall of 2025, children and young people were taken all together to watch
two films with ideological content — the two-part film 7he State Flag of the Republic of Belarus
and The State Emblem of the Republic of Belarus, as well as the film Klassnaya. While the first
film aims to foster a positive attitude toward pro-government symbols, Klassnaya incorporates
elements of the cult of personality of Alexander Lukashenka, which is realized through the
promotion of the book Our President during the film.

In February 2026, numerous examples were noted of schoolchildren and students being invited
to view the film The Soul of a Defender by propagandist Grigory Azarenok. The film focuses
on the Belarusian security forces and portrays their service and actions in an exclusively
positive light, including in its coverage of the suppression of peaceful protests in 2020. The
film’s goal is to foster a positive image of security forces among young people and encourage
them to enlist in the army and other security forces. In the spring of 2026, schoolchildren and
students were taken to view the film Chernobyl: A Living Land. This film focuses on the
Chernobyl accident and its consequences for Belarus, while simultaneously emphasizing
Alexander Lukashenka’s leading role in the restoration and development of the affected
territories. In May 2026, children and young people were invited to view the new film The
National Anthem of the Republic of Belarus, which was specially released for the Day of the
State Symbols. In addition, during the academic year, the Belarusian education system ensured
attendance at other new Belarusian films, such as The Turning Point and One for Two. The
above examples indicate a shift toward a more systematic use of ideologically charged films in
educational practice. Viewing such films becomes mandatory without subsequent discussion
of different points of view, which can result in students perceiving the material as the “only
correct” one, lacking the skills to critically analyze and compare sources. The mandatory
viewing of films with ideological content can become an element of the covert transmission
and reinforcement of certain ideological ideas among students, presented as normative and
without alternatives.

— Regular threatening of school and university students with liability for any displays of protest
activity

As with the mass film screenings, this type of ideological work had already existed in the
Belarusian education system. However, the 2025-26 academic year saw a significant
expansion, as well as a shift from intermittent cases to a more systematic implementation. Even
before the start of the new academic year, the Ministry of Education required colleges and
universities in Belarus to regularly conduct events aimed at preventing “extremist” behavior



among young people. In practice, such events amount to threatening youth with administrative
and criminal liability for interacting with opposition media and initiatives, as well as for any
manifestation of protest activity. In the first week of the new academic year alone, dozens of
such events were recorded in various regions of the country, and they subsequently became
regular events throughout the academic year in schools, colleges, and universities. Such events
were often conducted by representatives of security forces directly involved in political
repression in Belarus. These events culminated in April 2026, when they were held in more
than 50 colleges across Belarus. A notable feature of April was the large-scale participation of
activists from the Belarusian Republican Youth Union (BRSM), which allowed government
agencies to reach a significant number of educational institutions. Such practices can lead some
young people to feel constantly monitored by others and to fear any politically charged activity.
Combined with regularly inviting students to visit pretrial detention centers and prisons or to
observe court proceedings, this can create significant psychological pressure in the educational
environment and heighten anxiety. It can be expected, however, that this approach will
continue to intensify and become increasingly regular and systemic in the Belarusian education
system, becoming a fixed element of educational practices.

— Strengthening the influence of the Orthodox Church (BOC) in the education system

In the 2025-26 academic year, the presence of the Orthodox Church in the Belarusian education
system became even more noticeable compared to previous years. While the active
involvement of Orthodox clergy in education was previously typically limited to major
religious holidays such as Christmas or Easter, the past academic year demonstrated a shift
toward the active, ongoing involvement of the BOC in educational institutions. From
September 2025 to May 2026, hundreds of examples of interaction between the BOC and
educational institutions at various levels were recorded. Moreover, available data indicate not
only a continuation of this practice but also its further expansion.

The increase in activity became especially noticeable in the spring of 2026, when the number
of events involving representatives of the Belarusian Orthodox Church and the degree of their
involvement in education reached some of its highest levels in the history of monitoring. Visits
by children and young people to Orthodox churches and discussions with Orthodox priests at
educational institutions became commonplace. Representatives of the Belarusian Orthodox
Church often become speakers at major ideological forums alongside government officials and
pro-government activists. The participation of Orthodox clergy in the School of Active
Citizenship ideological classes at the end of March 2026 reached an unprecedented scale.
Similar meetings were held in dozens of educational institutions, where clergy spoke with
students, emphasizing the preservation of so-called “traditional values” of Belarusian society.

The further expansion of the BOC’s interaction with the Belarusian education system is
evidenced by a series of cooperation agreements signed in the spring of 2026, both at the level
of regional governments and individual educational institutions. A distinctive feature of the
BOC’s interaction with the education system remains its monopoly among religious
organizations. While Orthodox clergy regularly participate in educational activities, interaction
between educational institutions and representatives of other faiths was limited and sporadic



throughout the 2025-26 academic year. Ideological loyalty provides BOC representatives with
broad access to various levels of the educational system, which not only contradicts its secular
status but also creates the risk of disseminating pro-Russian propaganda among young people,
as the BOC is subordinate to and actively interacts with the Russian Orthodox Church. It can
be expected, however, that the Belarusian state apparatus will continue to use the BOC to
disseminate a number of pro-government narratives among children and youth and that this
trend will continue to grow in the future.

5. New directions for the militarization of Belarusian education

From 2021 to 2025, a steady trend toward strengthening military and patriotic education
developed steadily in the Belarusian education system. Over the past four years, Belarus has
undergone an evolutionary transition from isolated initiatives to a systemic militarization of
the system of education, manifesting itself in staffing, programmatic, and educational aspects.
By 2025, the militarization of the Belarusian education system had already been established,
manifesting itself through various areas of work with children and youth. However, even under
these conditions, the past academic year demonstrated an intensification of certain components
of the militarization of Belarusian education:

— The extension of paramilitary clubs and associations to all levels of Belarusian education
Three years of monitoring demonstrates that the network of military and patriotic clubs and
other paramilitary associations focused on training children and youth has expanded
significantly in Belarus. A notable feature of previous years was that such structures primarily
covered the secondary school level, while at other levels of education, similar initiatives were
largely seen as exception. However, in the 2025-26 academic year, this network expanded
beyond the school level.

This primarily affected Belarusian colleges. Even before the start of the academic year, the
Ministry of Education set a task of establishing a military and patriotic club in every vocational
college by the end of 2025. This directive was actively implemented by educational institutions,
as evidenced by the creation of these clubs in colleges in Gomel'!, Zhlobin'2, Orsha'?, Pinsk'4,
Lyakhovichi'?, Uzda'¢, Novogrudok!’, Berezino, and Volozhin'®. However, it is also important
to note that the directive issued by the Ministry of Education was not implemented fully. The
process of creating military and patriotic clubs in vocational colleges continued after the
beginning of 2026, and currently the network of paramilitary clubs does not yet cover all
institutions of this type in Belarus. Despite the Ministry of Education’s particular emphasis on
colleges, new paramilitary clubs and associations continued to emerge at other levels of
Belarusian education. During the 2025-26 academic year, approximately 20 new clubs were
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established in Belarusian schools. Several new clubs were also created at higher education
institutions, where such forms of paramilitary work with youth had until then been virtually
unheard of. Specifically, such associations were established at the Belarusian State University
of Culture and Arts'®, the Academy of Management?’, and Belarusian State University.?! Most
notable was the inclusion of preschoolers in the activities of various paramilitary clubs and
associations. Similar initiatives had been recorded in previous years, but their scale remained
limited and typically occurred in isolated cases (2-3 per year).

In the 2025-26 academic year, this process significantly intensified, and examples of the
creation of such associations can be seen in preschool educational institutions in the
Oktyabrskiy??, Lelchitsy?®, Kamenets?*, Lyakhovichi?, Ivatsevichi?®, Pruzhany?’, Nesvizh?®,
Minsk?’, and Svetlogorsk®® Districts. While previous monitoring studies indicated that
preschool education was virtually unaffected by the militarization process, the results of the
2025-26 academic year indicate that the trend toward instilling a paramilitary component in
the educational process has also spread to kindergartens in Belarus. This trend is expected to
develop further in the next academic year. However, at this stage, the activities of paramilitary
associations in preschool institutions are primarily symbolic and, as a rule, do not involve
active paramilitary activities. Given the expansion though of the network of such associations
and the increase in their number, it can be assumed that in the next academic year changes are
possible in the substantive content of their activities, including a more prominent participation
of children in paramilitary activities.

— Expanding the network of training centers for unmanned aerial vehicle management in the
education system

Beginning in 2025-26, Belarusian schools introduced an optional course called Basics of
Quadcopter Operation for students in grades 8 and 9.3! Although this innovation can be
considered one element of paramilitary training in the education system, its practical
implementation is still limited and has not been implemented throughout the school system.
This is primarily due to insufficient material and technical resources at most educational
institutions along with a shortage of specialized equipment and human resources. As a result,
comprehensive training in drone operation during the academic year was primarily provided
by individual military and patriotic clubs and educational institutions that received sponsorship,
including from law enforcement agencies and other interested organizations. At the same time,
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the education system continued to work on establishing drone operator training centers, with
Belarusian higher education institutions used as the base infrastructure for their deployment.
For example, on September 1, 2025, a laboratory for training in unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAYV) control was opened at the Belarusian National Technical University (BNTU). Although
the center operates within BNTU’s Military-Technical Department, it trains not only cadets but
also students from civilian departments.?? Another similar center was opened at the Belarusian
State Academy of Communications consisting of two classrooms —a UAV operator training
room and a training range for training on electronic simulators and practical flights.33 Although
the opening ceremony stated that the training would be conducted for the needs of the national
economy, the presence of representatives of law enforcement agencies at the ceremony clearly
indicates that UAV operator training will also be conducted for military purposes.

A major project to organize drone operator training has been launched at the Belarusian State
Aerospace University (BSAU).3* As part of this initiative, schoolchildren from Minsk are
invited to take courses in drone operation. One of the project’s objectives is to train potential
specialists for military agencies. The military faculty of Grodno State University has become
another center for training civilian students in drone operation procedures®> and Gomel State
Technical University has announced plans to establish a center specializing in the development
of unmanned aerial vehicles, low-altitude aircraft, and other technological solutions.*¢ Notably,
this second project will be implemented in partnership with Chinese entities. The creation of
the new center may have not only educational and technological significance, but also potential
military applications. In the future, such infrastructure could be used both to train specialized
specialists and to develop technologies with potential military application. Repeated statements
by the Belarusian authorities about the importance of training drone operators reflect the
priority of this area in educational policy. In this regard, it can be expected that in the future,
various projects and initiatives aimed at developing the relevant infrastructure, including the
creation of new educational programs, training centers, and specialized educational sites, will
continue to be implemented and expanded in the education system.

— Lengthening of the duration and a new format for conducting mandatory field training camps
for 10th-grade students

In the 2025-26 academic year, the duration of military training camps was doubled (from 5 to
10 days), but an even more significant change was the new format. In some cases, the trainings
were organized as overnight camps, whereas previously this had been done under the initiative
of only a few educational institutions. In May and June 2026, dozens of examples were
recorded of around-the-clock training camps for schoolchildren held at military units and other
law enforcement agencies and the bases of several summer health camps were dedicated to 24-
hour field training camps. In some regions of the country, separate tent camps were created for
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these training camps. Furthermore, in all regions of Belarus, the premises and grounds of
regular schools were converted for 24-hour training camps. As a result, virtually every district
of Belarus now has at least one site for overnight training camps, however a significant number
of schools continued to hold training camps in the traditional format, requiring students to
participate in activities only during the day. Nevertheless, the efforts undertaken by
government agencies demonstrate a desire to expand the practice of 24-hour field training. If
implemented, this course will intensify military training for schoolchildren, further
contributing to the militarization of the education system.

6. Recognition of the European Humanities University (EHU) as an “extremist”
organization as another step in limiting the access of Belarusians to European education
One exceptionally important piece of news for Belarusian education in the 2025-26 school year
was the decision of Belarus’s Supreme Court to recognize EHU as an “extremist
organization.”” In itself, the decision of the Court is not unexpected. The first statements about
the intention to declare EHU an “extremist organization” appeared at the beginning of 202438,
in August 2025 the university’s official social media accounts’® were recognized as
“extremist,” and in mid-September 2025, a motion to recognize EHU as an “extremist
organization” was prepared by the Prosecutor General’s Office and sent to the Supreme
Court.*

At the same time, the official decision of the Supreme Court may have significant consequences
both for EHU and for Belarusian youth. The “extremist” designation deprives EHU of the
possibility of legal interaction with applicants and teachers from Belarus, since any
participation in university events, admission, study, and work there will be considered by the
Belarusian authorities as participation in the activities or financing of an
“extremist organization,” for which they can be criminally prosecuted. Those people who have
a university diploma and plan to use this document for employment in Belarus can expect
similar consequences. It is significant that the decision of the Supreme Court was taken on the
eve of the start of the admissions campaign, which clearly aims to create an atmosphere of fear
among applicants who were planning to enter EHU and will now be forced to revise their
educational plans in a very short period of time.

An additional factor is the media environment, including coverage of the topic in pro-
government media*!, as well as reports of repression against students and faculty at the
university.*> Under these conditions, many potential applicants from Belarus may choose
Belarusian or Russian universities as their place of study. The “extremist” status could
potentially deprive EHU of a significant number of applicants from Belarus, jeopardizing the
very existence of the university, which is one of the few accessible centers of independent
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European education for Belarusian youth. At the same time, EHU’s “extremist” status will
further reduce the flow of Belarusian youth to European universities overall — a trend which
has already been observed in recent years. An increase in the proportion of Belarusian youth
in local universities will lead to an even greater increase in ideological control over them by
the state, which is one of the goals of the ruling regime in Belarus. Furthermore, Russian
universities will also benefit significantly from this situation, potentially attracting more
Belarusian applicants as young people abandon the idea of studying in Europe. Political
Sphere® — a study conducted by the Institute for Political Studies — indicates a decline in the
number of Belarusian students at European universities over the past few years. At the same
time, the study demonstrates an increase in the number of Belarusian students at Russian
universities over the past two years. Given this, the prospect of repression against EHU students
will only accelerate these trends and contribute to a possible shift of Belarusian youth from
European to Russian universities.

7. Rise in the work of pro-Russian organizations aimed at promoting a pro-Russian point
of view on the war in Ukraine

Russian Houses in Minsk, Brest, Gomel and Grodno have become key platforms for promoting
Russian political narratives among students and schoolchildren on Russia’s war against
Ukraine in the current school year. If in the 2024-25 academic year such events were more
likely to be an exception, then the year 2025-26 set a record for the number of such events over
the course of the war. Film screenings on the theme of war and the “Special Military Operation”
(SVO) in the 2025-26 academic year have become one of the most systematic tools for
broadcasting pro-Russian influence in the education sphere in Belarus. From one-time events,
they have turned into a regular practice covering all regions of the country where there is a
Rossotrudnichestvo representative office, including Minsk, Brest, Grodno, and Gomel.
Screenings of propaganda films (produced by RT Documentary, etc.) that glorify the Russian
military and justify the war against Ukraine were broadcast to students of schools, colleges,
and universities. The momentum and intensity of such screenings varied throughout the year.
Since the beginning of the academic year (September-October 2025), the practice of such
screenings has taken shape and become a regular occurrence. In January 2026, there was a
temporary decrease in activity due to vacations and student exams. The peak of activity
occurred at the end of winter. February became the busiest month due to the fourth anniversary
of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine along with Defender of the Fatherland Day. In that
month alone, at least 13 screenings were noted just at Russian Houses, while the number of
films in the catalogue increased sharply. In April, the number of screenings on the theme of the
SVO decreased slightly, as resources were reoriented to preparation for the Victory Day events.

In May 2026, propaganda reels about the SVO began to be shown in conjunction with films
about the Second World War, thus creating the illusion of historical continuity between these

events.

Such film screenings promote several narratives simultaneously:
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— heroization of SVO participants. The image of “heroes of our time” and “the new elite of
Russia” is being formed. Films like Heroes Among Us or Faces of Heroes are aimed at creating
a positive image of the Russian military.

— anti-Ukrainian and anti-Western rhetoric. Ukraine is depicted as a “Nazi state,” and its
actions are described using the terms “atrocities of the Ukrainian Armed Forces” and “horrors
of Nazism” (films include What We Defend, I Blame Fascism, etc.). By the spring of 2026,
openly anti-Western rhetoric was added (a reel called Bloody Puppets of the West) directed
against European politicians generally and women politicians specifically.

— legitimization of annexations and seizure of territories. Through the showing of films about
the “rebirth” of Donbass, Crimea and “Novorossiya” (Crimea. Rebirth, Donbass: The Road to
Peace, etc.), the occupied territories are essentially normalized and legitimized in the eyes of
the Belarusian audience of students and youth.

The audience of such films is mainly school students, cadets, students of colleges and
universities, and working youth in general.

The systematic influence of film propaganda on Belarusian students can lead to a number of
serious threats. The normalization of war, when the topic of hostilities ceases to be perceived
as a tragedy, becomes a familiar element in the media space. Also, students develop a distorted
view of the causes of the conflict and a negative attitude towards Ukraine and the West in
general, which eliminates the possibility of a critical analysis of current events.

Another means of spreading the pro-Russian view of the war in Ukraine was the speeches of
famous public speakers with audiences of students, including those who participated in the
hostilities. In February, State Duma Deputy Dmitry Belik, who participated in the annexation
of Crimea as a civil servant in Sevastopol, spoke to students at one of the events at the Russian
House in Minsk. An even more revealing situation occurred in Grodno, where during one of
the events at the Russian House there, a meeting was held with an actual participant in
hostilities on the side of Russia, a native of unrecognized Transnistria. During the meeting, an
event was held, during which Belarusian youth signed posters with wishes for Russian soldiers
on the front line.**

8. Forming a single educational, cultural and ideological space through events and actions
The symbolic and cultural dominance of pro-Russian narratives in the work of pro-Russian
organizations in Belarus in the 2025-26 academic year became an important instrument of
influence. This process began a few years ago, but it is gradually taking shape and taking on
new aspects. It is mainly aimed at suppressing or weakening national identity in Belarusian
youth and students and replacing it with the concepts of “common people,” “united
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Fatherland,” “a dual common history,” “united educational space,” etc.

“https://isans.org/ru/education/education-monitoring/sistema-obrazovaniya-respubliki-belarus-v-noyabre-
dekabre-2025.html



https://isans.org/ru/education/education-monitoring/sistema-obrazovaniya-respubliki-belarus-v-noyabre-dekabre-2025.html
https://isans.org/ru/education/education-monitoring/sistema-obrazovaniya-respubliki-belarus-v-noyabre-dekabre-2025.html

They manifested themselves very well and clearly in the last school year through several large
ideological events and official dates.

— Day of Unity of the Peoples of Belarus and Russia

Over the past few years, this holiday has transformed from a secondary date into one of the
central ideological events of the school year, covering all levels from kindergartens to
universities. Events in 2026 began at the end of March and reached their peak in early April,
touching on all regions of the country. Only counting events held with Russian Houses more
than 20 major events were held over two weeks. In schools and kindergartens, Russian state
symbols, which were used alongside official Belarusian symbols, were widely circulated.
Students were involved in challenges such as Two Sisters — Belarus and Russia, where images
of the flags of the two countries were applied to children’s faces. Portraits of Alexander
Lukashenka and Vladimir Putin were displayed as equal symbols of unity in the design of
thematic stands. The idea of a “common historical and cultural” was communicated through
the events. In some cases (for example, in schools in Minsk and Gomel), maps of Russia with
the occupied regions of Ukraine included in it were used, which essentially legitimizes the
annexation in the minds of students.

— Immortal Regiment demonstration

The demonstration became the central event of May, demonstrating a high level of coordination
between Russian diplomats and pro-Russian organizations in Belarus. Moreover, their
symbolic presence in Belarus is increasing. Despite the fact that Belarusian officials did not
formally give permission for this demonstration, the marches were coordinated in all regional
centers and in Minsk. Demonstrations in the regions were led by leaders of Russian Houses
and diplomats (for example, Yuri Makushin in Mogilev, Alexander Morzhukhin in Gomel, and
Gavriil Mamontov in Grodno). In Vitebsk, employees of the Vitebsk branch of the Russian
Embassy took part in the Immortal Regiment march. There was also recorded a demand by
pro-Russian activists to distribute the St. George’s ribbon to Belarusian students.*’ Yulia
Semenchenko, head of the Russian House in Grodno participated in the Immortal Regiment
demonstration in Grodno.*®

9. Rossotrudnichestvo’s systematic approach to attracting Belarusian youth to Russian
universities

Against the background of the isolation of the Belarusian education system and repressive
pressure on European educational centers (for example, the recognition of EHU as an extremist
organization), Russian universities have become an important destination for the external
migration of Belarusian youth. Russian universities worked actively to take advantage of the
current situation in 2025-26.

Federal quotas of the Russian Government, which guarantee Belarusian applicants not only
free education but also a state scholarship, remain one of the main recruiting tools. Currently,
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the number of such scholarships remains at 1,300 places. Rossotrudnichestvo and Russian
universities have built a multi-level system of supporting applicants, with step-by-step
instructions for registering in the Education in Russian system, filling out questionnaires, and
passing admissions. The number of applications for studies in Russia for scholarship positions
has been steadily growing for the past few years, which confirms the effectiveness of outreach
and recruitment work among Belarusian applicants.

Another important direction for attracting applicants from Belarus to Russian higher education
institutions in 2025-26 was olympiads [trans. note — competitive exams held in many subjects
at different levels — school, city, etc.]. Russian universities actively use the system of their own
olympiads which allow Belarusian students to enroll in universities without exams or with
significant discounts. Often, participation in olympiads is offered not only to graduates (grade
11), but also to students of grades 9-10, which provides early coverage of a potential target
group.?’

The most important element of the applicant recruitment system are the Russian Houses
(representative offices of Rossotrudnichestvo) in Minsk, Grodno, Brest, and Gomel. In 2025-
26, they were transformed into full-fledged consultation hubs for applicants seeking admission
to Russian universities. These venues host meetings to explain the technical aspects of
submitting documents and preparing for Russian entrance examinations. The venues
themselves have become sites for direct contact with universities. In January 2026, a face-to-
face meeting with representatives of the Pavlov First St. Petersburg State Medical University
was held at the Russian House in Minsk. This was extremely important, as medicine is one of
the most popular fields among Belarusians.*® Similar “university days” (for example, at St.
Petersburg State University) are regularly held in Grodno and Brest. Educational exhibitions
have become a key tool for Russian universities, and in 2025-26, Belarus effectively lost its
balance in the representation of eastern and western universities. The Education and Career fair
(Minsk) was held for the fourth time in February 2026, featuring exclusively Belarusian and
Russian universities.* In the fall of 2025, the Education in Russia: Your Key to Success fair
was held in Minsk, attracting over 1,500 visitors. The event itself was held at the Moscow
House. In Brest, six Russian universities were represented at the Education and Career fair,
setting a record for a regional event of this type. In addition to in-person fairs, Russian House
hosts online exhibitions. Last academic year, 13 universities from the Russian Federation
participated.
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