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MAIN EVENTS IN MAY AND THE RESPONSE FROM PROPAGANDA OUTLETS 

 
BELARUS 

• In May, two “Soviet” holidays were celebrated with pomp – International Workers' 
Day on May 1 and Victory Day on May 9. Anti-Western sentiment and re-
Stalinization saw an uptick in Belarusian state-controlled media and television 
channels. 
 

• On May 9, Lukashenka attended a military parade in Moscow dedicated to Victory 
Day. The trip was presented by propagandists as an act of incredible valor and 
courage, like a trip to a frontline region. 
 

• In May, YouTube blocked Radio International Belarus, the “foreign voice” of the 
Lukashenka regime. According to propagandists, the West is attempting to cut off 
the flow of “alternative opinions” from Belarus. 
 

• On May 15, American preacher Franklin Graham visited Lukashenka. In our reviews, 
we emphasize that visits by foreign dignitaries, officials, and celebrities to Minsk do 
nothing but boost the dictator’s approval ratings and effectively serve the regime’s 
propaganda purposes. 
 

• Strategic nuclear exercises involving Russian military personnel were held in 
Belarus. Most of the propaganda media commentary during this period boiled 
down to the assertion that Belarus was forced to defend itself against a hostile 
West. 
 

• On May 26, Emmanuel Macron called Alexander Lukashenka and tried to warn the 
Belarusian dictator against Belarus’ possible involvement in military operations in 
Ukraine. Propaganda media presented Macron's call as another victory for 
Belarusian diplomacy and a breakthrough in international isolation. 

 

UKRAINE 

• On May 19, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya arrived in Kyiv and met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Judging by the outraged reaction of the 
propaganda outlets, Kyiv’s recognition of the leader of the Belarusian democratic 
forces as the contact person for Belarus dealt a blow to the regime's pride. 
 

• Also in May, propagandists discussed Kyiv’s statements about the growing threat 
from Belarus and Lukashenka's offer to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. 

 

ARMENIA 

• Lukashenka and his propagandists are participating in a massive pressure 
campaign against Yerevan together with Russia. The Belarusian dictator is echoing 
Putin’s threats towards Yerevan. Specifically, he has threatened a "Ukrainian 
scenario" if Armenia chooses a European path. 
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WESTERN COUINTRIES 
 

• In May, propagandists claimed that the West – especially Poland and the Baltic 
states – was preparing to attack Belarus. 
 

• Another claim was that the West is in a state of deep economic crisis that will soon 
lead to its collapse.  
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BELARUS 
 

State holidays and the employment of Soviet nostalgia 

In May, Belarus celebrated two holidays dating back to the Soviet era – International 
Workers' Day on May 1 and Victory Day on May 9. Belarusian state-controlled media and 
television channels saw a surge in claims about the USSR's exceptional role in World War 
II, as well as the exploitation of Soviet nostalgia, anti-Western sentiment, and re-
Stalinization, or informal, hidden, or veiled attempts to whitewash the Soviet dictator 
Stalin. This gradual process of re-Stalinization has been underway for several years now. 
Belarusian officialdom remains silent about the crimes of Stalinism and increasingly 
recalls the “achievements” of that period. 

Andrei Mukovozchik: 

“Victory in the Great Patriotic War was the beginning of the Belarusian nation. It is 
the full reunification of the state. It is important to remember that we defended 
our freedom, that we were partisans, fought against Hitler, and broke the back of 
Nazism in Europe.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, May 6) 

Alexander Lukashenka: 

“Our once great Soviet Motherland, besieged and exhausted, liberated Europe. 
Everyone, including Western leaders, recognized the decisive, leading role of the 
Soviet Union in the defeat of fascism.” (STV, May 10) 

Alexander Tishchenko: 

“If people knew how much Stalin did for the country, how the country rose under 
him... After all, it wasn't the Germans who made him an enemy, but his own 
people.” (STV, May 4) 

Alexei Dzermant: 

“A monument to Stalin has long been overdue in Minsk. A monument to Stalin 
must be erected in the hero city of Minsk.” (ZhS Premium Telegram channel, May 
8) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“Stalin has been so disparaged and vilified, but now, basically, there's a consensus 
that he's a positive figure in our history. The people's memory of Stalin still lives 
on!” (Ibid) 

Evgeny Pustovoy: 

“No one is abandoning the good Soviet spirit; much of it has always been deeply 
dear to our ancestors and to us. Perhaps that's why Belarus was called the most 
Soviet [Republic], but in reality, it's more humane. The same moral values are close 
to our hearts.” (STV, May 2) 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/minsknews_by/132050
https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/aleksandr-lukashenko-napomnil-o-strashnoj-cene-zaplachennoj-za-osvobozhdenie-evropy-ot-fashizma
https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/istoricheskaya-pamyat-pochemu-vazhno-sohranyat-pravdu-o-proshlom-eksperty-obsudili
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/75432
https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/pustovoj-pro-belarus-5425-eto-tak-po-belorusski-v-den-truda-zapustit-kosmicheskij-korabl-na-zemle
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Parade in Moscow: “our President has never feared anything” 

On May 9, Lukashenka attended the military parade in Moscow dedicated to Victory Day. 
The trip was presented by propagandists as an act of incredible valor and courage, as he 
went there despite the threat of a Ukrainian attack on Red Square, where the parade was 
being held. However, there was no danger, seeing as the day before Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy issued a decree declaring the square a "no-strike" zone for two hours 
on the day of the parade. 

Propagandists could not help but take advantage of this to further glorify the dictator. 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“Drones fly over Moscow and other Russian cities every day. But our President has 
never been afraid of anything. When he was shot at during the 1994 election 
campaign, he went on and won. When he flew under NATO bombs in Belgrade in 
1999. When he appeared before a raging crowd with his son and an assault rifle in 
2020.” (Minskaya Pravda, May 8) 

“What would have happened if the Russian President had canceled the parade? It 
would have been a symbolic capitulation to the West. And that is sometimes more 
terrifying than a military capitulation… It would have meant that even its closest 
ally is turning away from Russia, that it is weak, that it is losing to the West.” 

“But that's not Bat’ka. He's not an opportunist. He's not a traitor. He's the heir to 
great warriors and partisans. He is the embodiment of the Belarusian people. He's 
flying to Moscow. He'll be at the mausoleum. He'll greet the troops. He will show 
Russians that God is with them, the army, the navy, and Belarus.” (BELTA, May 
8) 

“Now everyone is making very beautiful speeches about memory, the need to 
remember. Let's be honest: none of this would have happened if it weren't for 
Alexander Lukashenka.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 8) 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“The President of Belarus has never been afraid of anyone or anything. He wasn't 
afraid to fly to Yugoslavia when it was being bombed. He wasn't afraid in 2020, 
when… they wanted to stage a coup.” (ZhS Premium Telegram channel, May 8) 

Alexei Avdonin: 

“By participating in the celebrations on Red Square in Moscow, the President is 
demonstrating the unity of the Union State, the peoples of Belarus and Russia, in 
these difficult times. We see how the West is trying to divide the Slavs and the 
entire post-Soviet space.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 11) 

Victory Day became the pretext for propaganda attacks on the Belarusian democratic 
forces. Propagandists accused them of treason and whitewashing Nazism. 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“The Zmagars [political émigrés], as usual, are haunted by the very fact that we 
celebrate May 9th. For the Zmagars, May 9th is a day of mourning. The very fact of 
the Soviet Union’s victory over Hitler is still a thorn in their side.” (ZhS Premium 
Telegram channel, May 5) 

 

https://mlyn.by/08052026/pochemu-lukashenko-pod-ugrozoj-dronov-poletel-v-moskvu-na-parad-pobedy/
https://mlyn.by/08052026/pochemu-lukashenko-pod-ugrozoj-dronov-poletel-v-moskvu-na-parad-pobedy/
https://www.sb.by/articles/posledniy-vechnyy-ogon-potushili-uchastniki-letuchki-o-tom-kak-v-evrope-perepisyvayut-istoriyu.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/75437
https://www.sb.by/articles/avdonin-esli-my-oslabim-pamyat-o-velikoy-pobede-zapad-mgnovenno-popytaetsya-zakhvatit-nashe-gosudars.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/75339
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Vadim Gigin: 

“They're no longer with us. They're not Belarusians. They've separated themselves 
from the Belarusian people. Victory will always be, because Victory is incredible.” 
(Azarenok. STV. Belarus Telegram channel, June 8) 

Marina Subbota: 

“Even with a cursory knowledge of the entire foreign sect of former and formerly 
exploited Belarusians – just look, on the eve of Victory Day, they'll start publicly 
licking the German boot and will definitely tell some heart-wrenching story about 
how ‘good’ the fascists were." (Minskaya Pravda, May 15) 

 

Blocking of propaganda channels on YouTube 

In May, YouTube blocked another Belarusian propaganda channel, Radio International 
Belarus, which is the “foreign voice” of the Lukashenka regime. The American media 
holding continued then its practice of blocking Belarusian propaganda, which it began in 
April. (At that time, three channels were blocked – STV, ONT, and BELTA.) According to the 
channels under state control, the West is attempting to cut off the flow of “alternative 
opinions” from Belarus. 

Ivan Eismont, head of the state-owned Belteleradiocompany: 

“We are listened to in neighboring countries. And this is causing genuine hysteria 
among the leaders of those regimes. They are not used to having alternative 
opinions in their media space.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 7) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“The main thing that the experience of Radio International Belarus, which was 
blocked by YouTube, has shown is that there is demand in Polish and Lithuanian 
society. Our information is in demand.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 17) 

Alexey Belyaev: 

“By shutting down our channels and broadcasting to their audiences, the West is 
isolating its population. At the same time, they demand that their propagandists 
be present and active in our media space.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, May 
18) 

 

Franklin Graham’s visit with Lukashenka 

In our reviews, we have repeatedly emphasized that visits by foreign public figures, 
officials, celebrities, or foreign delegations to Minsk and their meetings with Lukashenka 
effectively serve as propaganda for the regime, contribute to its legitimization, and bring 
nothing but support for the dictator. Upon their return, such figures typically face a wave 
of public criticism. 

On May 15, Lukashenka met with American evangelical preacher Franklin Graham at his 
residence. During the meeting, Graham heaped praise on Lukashenka, who in turn spoke 
of “confessional peace” in Belarus and conveyed compliments to U.S. President Donald 
Trump. Incidentally, Franklin Graham was the clergyman who delivered the prayer at 
Trump’s inauguration in February 2025. According to Lukashenka’s press service, during 
the meeting Graham noted that it is customary to offer prayers for country leaders.  

https://t.me/azarenokctv/71588
https://mlyn.by/15052026/nazlo-rezhimu-predskazuemyj-marazm-zarubezhnoj-sekty-byvshih-belorusov/
https://www.sb.by/articles/ivan-eysmont-rasskazal-pochemu-vlasti-polshi-i-stran-baltii-ne-lyubyat-belorusskoe-radio.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/izmenilas-kartina-potrebleniya-informatsii-eksperty-o-prichinakh-interesa-zhiteley-litvy-polshi-k-sm.html
https://t.me/minsknews_by/133136
https://t.me/pul_1/21185
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“Therefore, tomorrow I will ask everyone present to stand and offer a prayer for you 
as leader,” he told the Belarusian dictator. 

The American preacher came to Minsk to participate in the international Protestant 
“Festival of Hope.” 

 

In defense of dictatorship 

The praise of the “president” in propaganda is inextricably linked to the justification of the 
political system created thanks to him. Panegyrics in defense of dictatorial systems and 
statements condemning democracy are frequently heard on Belarusian pro-government 
channels. 

Igor Tur: 

“The internal demand for a dictatorship among people in Belarus is much stronger 
than that of Alexander Grigoryevich’s desire to be a ‘dictator.’ And the reason for 
this is common sense. Back in the 1990s, Belarusians, seeing that the democratic 
blueprint was not saving the country from the abyss, but rather pushing it further 
into it, decided to take a somewhat desperate step. Through a referendum, they 
entrusted the first president with virtually unlimited power.” (ONT.BY, May 11) 

 

Minsk propaganda in the fight against “Western propaganda” 

Propagandists continually insist that an information war is being waged against Belarus 
and emphasize the importance of their role in the fight against Western narratives. 

Kirill Kazakov: 

“We are constantly confronted with mental attacks and propaganda from 
Western media, and we understand well that their goal is to crush, humiliate, 
destroy, and divide us. This is their strategy.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, May 
13) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“It is obvious that militarization and escalation of military tensions will inevitably be 
accompanied by a media escalation.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 14) 

“A number of intelligence indicators suggest preparations for an aggressive war 
against the Belarusian-Russian union. Why? To use their own propaganda tools 
to sow distrust in our society.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 14) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“Our national leader constantly emphasizes that the front line is currently 
running through the media space, where the most intense ideological struggle is 
taking place. And it’s important to maintain the initiative and win, lest another war 
– a real one – begins.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 14) 

Vladimir Pertsov: 

“Hybrid attacks against our country continue unabated, with attempts to impose 
completely foreign values and narratives on us in order to destroy our society and 
thereby destroy our country.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 16) 

 

https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/xorosho-rabotaet-ne-trogaj-igor-tur-o-vnutrennem-zaprose-belarusi-na-diktaturu-318162-2026/
https://t.me/minsknews_by/132688
https://www.sb.by/articles/shpakovskiy-ob-informatsionnoy-voyne-potok-feykovoy-informatsii-i-propagandy-so-storony-zapada-budet.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/shpakovskiy-rasskazal-kak-na-zapade-sredstvami-propagandy-pytayutsya-dezavuirovat-zayavleniya-belaru.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/zhurnalistika-delo-patriotov.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/ivanets-roo-belaya-rus-strategicheskiy-obshchestvennyy-partner-gosudarstva-generator-sozidatelnykh-i.html
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“Peaceful statements” amid militarization 

In mid-May 2026, large-scale strategic nuclear exercises involving Russian military forces 
were held in Belarus. Most of the propaganda media commentary during this period 
boiled down to the assertion that Belarus was a peaceful country being threatened by the 
West. 

Alexey Belyaev: 

“This training of our forces is our asymmetrical response to the militaristic and 
alarmist bacchanalia taking place on our western borders… Are we whipping up 
nuclear hysteria? No, we are not.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 19) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“There is no country more interested in peaceful development than Belarus. 
War is a catastrophe for us. Any escalation affects our interests and is quite painful 
for us. We would not want that.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 15) 

 

Emmanuel Macron’s Call to Alexander Lukashenka 

On May 26, amid growing concerns about a possible attack on Ukraine from Belarusian 
territory, Emmanuel Macron called Alexander Lukashenka. According to the French 
president’s press service, he tried to warn the Belarusian dictator against possible 
involvement in military action on the side of Russia. Propaganda media portrayed 
Macron’s call as a victory for Belarusian diplomacy and a breakthrough on international 
isolation. 

Alexey Belyaev: 

“What’s important is that the call was initiated by France… In any case, this call 
marks the beginning of a more active European policy of establishing contacts 
with Belarus. And, essentially, it’s a victory for Belarusian diplomacy.” (ZhS Premium 
Telegram channel, May 26) 

Lukashenka himself projected the image of a “peacemaker” and told journalists how he 
urged Macron to become more actively involved in the peace process, doing so in a 
peculiar way: 

“I tell [Macron]: you’re an aqsaqal [trans. note – literally, “white beard”; a patriarch 
or elder], you've been in power for so many years! And who’s there? Merz is a very 
young politician. Starmer is also very young. Who’s going to discuss? All young 
people. In Italy, there’s a woman prime minister. What, you want to assign these 
responsibilities to a woman? You’re an aqsaqal, get moving [i.e., take action toward 
the peace process]. You need to come talk to us in Moscow or Minsk.” (NEWS.BY, 
May 29) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sb.by/articles/belyaev-ob-ucheniyakh-s-yadernym-oruzhiem-asimmetrichnyy-otvet-a-ne-vyzov-tem-kto-gotovitsya-na-nas-.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/belyaev-ob-ucheniyakh-s-yadernym-oruzhiem-asimmetrichnyy-otvet-a-ne-vyzov-tem-kto-gotovitsya-na-nas-.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/76107
https://news.by/news/prezident/lukashenko-prizval-makrona-byt-motorom-v-prodvizhenii-mirnogo-dialoga
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BELARUSIAN DEMOCRATIC FORCES 
Tsikhanouskaya’s meeting with Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

In May, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya traveled to Kyiv and met with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Propagandists were outraged by this event. Apparently, Kyiv’s 
recognition of the leader of the Belarusian democratic forces as the contact person for 
Belarus dealt a significant and painful blow to the regime’s pride. 

Lukashenka himself commented emotionally on Tsikhanouskaya’s meeting with 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy: 

“This isn't an opposition at all. These are bandits. And they’re counting on training 
militants there [in Ukraine] from among Belarusians, Ukrainians, Poles, and even 
Lithuanians, who will then move in and seize some regional center [in Belarus].” 
(BELTA, May 31) 

Konstantin Pridybaylo, Russian propagandist: 

“Tsikhanouskaya has arrived in Kyiv. Zelenskyy is completely severing ties with 
Minsk, thanks largely to which Ukrainian statehood has been preserved. Zelenskyy 
is cutting the cords. His end is near.” (Prydybaylo Telegram channel, June 25) 

Nevolfovich Telegram channel: 

“The visit itself has already irritated both a portion of Ukrainian society and the 
fugitives… It can be concluded that the Kyiv regime demonstrates a complete lack 
of understanding of the internal situation among the fugitive fifth column.” 
(Nevolfovich Telegram channel, June 27) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“I wonder if it ever crossed her [Tsikhanouskaya’s] mind that she and her aides are 
doing everything they can to ensure that Minsk would also burn? That Gomel is 
destroyed? That drones and shells are flying into Mikashevichi? That the children 
who danced during the ‘last bell’ ceremony this Saturday are killed? What does 
someone participating in this bloody bacchanalia feel at such a moment?” (Belsat, 
May 25) 

Azarenok is clearly hinting that if Belarus follows a democratic path it will be destroyed by 
Russia. 

And almost the entire editorial staff of the state-controlled newspaper Grodno Pravda 
rushed to leave negative comments about the meeting on social media. 

 

UKRAINE 
Pro-government channels continue to disseminate one-sided and manipulative 
comments about Ukraine. In May, in addition to the aforementioned visit to Kyiv by 
Belarusian Democratic Forces leader Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya, propagandists discussed 
Kyiv’s statements about the growing threat from Belarus and Lukashenka’s offer to meet 
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

In response to Kyiv’s statements about the threat of an attack on Ukraine from Belarus, 
Lukashenka insisted he had no intention of getting drawn into a war and offered to meet 
with Zelenskyy. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha called the Belarusian dictator’s 

https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-nazval-trepom-zajavlenija-zelenskogo-s-ugrozami-v-adres-belarusi-783716-2026/
https://t.me/pridybaylo_k/13436
https://t.me/nevolf/51751
https://ru.belsat.eu/93464478/propaganda-o-tihanovskoj-v-kieve
https://nashaniva.com/ru/396041
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-belarus-ne-sobiraetsja-vtjagivatsja-v-vojnu-v-ukraine-v-etom-net-nikakoj-neobhodimosti-781938-2026/
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proposal “very strange” and said that Kyiv was not interested. “We expect Tsikhanouskaya 
to come to Ukraine soon, so we have someone to talk to about all issues concerning 
Belarus,” Sybiha stated, making it clear that Kyiv does not consider Lukashenka a 
legitimate president. 

Stanislav Yaskevich: 

“Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, instead of the real leader of the 
neighboring country, on whom the security of Ukraine’s borders directly 
depends, chose to invite the fugitive opposition leader Tsikhanouskaya. What they 
could possibly have to discuss is completely unclear, as both sides are illegitimate 
and not sovereign.” (THIS IS DIFFERENT [ETO DRUGOYE] Telegram channel, May 
23) 

Lyudmila Gladkaya: 

“If Zelenskyy truly wanted to save Ukraine, he would do something about it. The 
President of Belarus is a strong leader… He recently announced his offer to meet 
with Zelenskyy. If Zelenskyy truly wanted peace and good for Ukraine and 
Ukrainians, he would probably already be crawling on his knees to both Putin 
and Lukashenka, asking for some kind of negotiations, for better relations." (SB. 
Belarus Today, May 28) 

Ivan Eismont: 

“Lately, Zelensky has been acting like a cornered rat. Just remember his regular 
harsh statements regarding Belarus. Many are saying that the collective West, and 
Ukraine in particular, are desperate to drag our country into this conflict.” (ONT, 
May 23) 

Artem Stroganov: 

“Why Zelensky will never agree to peace. It’s simple. His personal power rests on 
this war.” (NEWS.BY Telegram channel, May 24) 

Vadim Elfimov: 

“If Belarus gets involved, World War III begins!” (NEWS.BY Telegram channel, May 
31) 

It seems that the most vocal and controversial propagandist, Grigory Azarenok, is trying 
to convince his audience that Ukraine is merely a tool in the hands of a hostile West that 
has declared war on Russia: 

“The West… said, ‘Go and kill Russians for being born.’ The West has forgiven them 
[the Ukrainians] for everything. The West encourages them. You can kill as many 
Russians as you like. They are the Jews of the 21st century.” (Minskaya Pravda, 
May 7) 

“Today, Alexander Lukashenka and Vladimir Putin are also waging a battle of wills. 
Not with Zelensky, who’s just the tip of the spear. With that same dark fascist 
force. All of Ukraine’s terrorist statements and actions are the work of the West.” 
(Minskaya Pravda, May 8) 

“Today, Russian troops are once again bringing the world liberation from vile, black 
Nazism." (Minskaya Pravda, May 9) 

“A globalist syndicate, or deep state, is fighting against us. It's a giant octopus of 
corporations, intelligence agencies, closed clubs, and military departments. And 

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/news/2026/05/22/7238117/
https://t.me/drugoeeto/34442
https://www.sb.by/articles/napadenie-nato-na-rossiyu-i-belarus-sammit-eaes-rakety-ssha-dlya-kieva-bogatstvo-armenii-letuchka-na.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/napadenie-nato-na-rossiyu-i-belarus-sammit-eaes-rakety-ssha-dlya-kieva-bogatstvo-armenii-letuchka-na.html
https://www.threads.com/@anbre_ygrom/post/DYsSW5VkdBV
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/195920
https://t.me/newsby_btrc/196531
https://mlyn.by/07052026/pochemu-prazdnuem-azaryonok-o-pobede-pamyati-i-prave-byt-lyudmi/
https://mlyn.by/08052026/pochemu-lukashenko-pod-ugrozoj-dronov-poletel-v-moskvu-na-parad-pobedy/
https://mlyn.by/09052026/surovyj-parad-voennogo-vremeni-azaryonok-obyasnil-pochemu-etot-den-pobedy-osobyj/
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their main goal is to destroy Russia. What needs to be done to achieve this? Draw 
Belarus into the war.” (Minskaya Pravda, May 17) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“Kyiv is trying to shake Russian society. Their main goal is to blow Russia up from 
within.” (Azarenok. STV. Belarus Telegram channel, May 8) 

Oleg Gaidukevich is apparently hinting that the war was started by America against the 
European Union and Russia: 

“The entire war in Ukraine was unleashed with the goal of weakening the 
European Union economically and attempting to weaken Russia.” (Sputnik, May 
13) 

 

ARMENIA 
In May, several notable events related to Armenia genuinely angered pro-Kremlin 
propagandists. 

In the middle of the month, the first Armenia-EU Summit took place in Yerevan, attended 
by key political figures from European countries. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy also attended the Summit. 

At the end of May, Armenian President Nikol Pashinyan declared his country’s 
commitment to joining the European Union. In response, Vladimir Putin threatened that 
Armenia’s possible withdrawal from the Eurasian Economic Union, which includes many 
post-Soviet countries, including Russia, would lead to serious economic consequences for 
the country, including the loss of trade preferences and rising energy prices. In addition 
to the threats, Russia imposed restrictions on food imports from Armenia. 

Alexander Lukashenka has long held anti-Armenian positions. A year ago, he declared on 
a Russian television channel that “no one needs Armenia.” Recently, Lukashenka repeated 
Putin’s threats, specifically warning Armenia about a certain “Ukrainian scenario”: 

“Armenians need to be very careful, God forbid, so as not to repeat what happened 
in Ukraine. In Ukraine, everything started exactly like that [with the desire to join 
the European Union]. You remember that. So that they, the Armenians, who just 
emerged from one war, don't find themselves in a difficult situation because of 
this.” (quoted from Ukrainska Pravda, May 31) 

Grigoriy Azarenok: 

“I feel sorry for Armenia. And for the Armenians. They are our people. Our brothers. 
I still consider them my own… And when I see how an idiot [referring to Nikol 
Pashinyan]… sells Armenians as meat for a future war in the Transcaucasus, I am 
very offended and hurt.” (Minskaya Pravda, May 6) 

Propagandists were particularly incensed by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's 
visit to Yerevan for the Armenia-EU Summit. 

Alexei Dzermant: 

“Zelenskyy's visit to the European political community summit in Armenia is a 
provocation against Russia and against all our integration unions.” (BelVPO 
Telegram channel, May 5) 

https://mlyn.by/17052026/azaryonok-prokommentiroval-informaczionnuyu-kampaniyu-vokrug-belarusi-i-ukrainy/
https://t.me/azarenokctv/71586
https://sputnik.by/20260513/gaydukevich-vo-vsekh-deystviyakh-ssha-vsegda-nado-iskat-ekonomicheskiy-effekt-1107068736.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2026/05/31/8037184/
https://mlyn.by/06052026/azaryonok-vyskazalsya-o-vneshnem-kurse-erevana-i-ego-posledstviyah/
https://t.me/belarus_vpo/84748
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Andrei Bogodel: 

“Volodymyr Zelenskyy flew to an airfield in Armenia that is effectively guarded by 
Russia. Volodymyr Zelenskyy threatens that Alexander Lukashenka could suffer 
the same fate as Maduro, yet he flies comfortably to a place guarded by Russia. This 
suggests that Yerevan is making it clear that Armenia is moving toward the West.” 
(Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, May 5) 

Piotr Petrovsky sympathizes with Armenia for not having its "own Bat’ka": 

“What can I wish for the Armenian people? Their own Alexander Grigorievich 
Lukashenka.” (Azarenok. STV. Belarus Telegram channel, May 6) 

 

THE “COLLECTIVE WEST” 
Propaganda narratives portray the West as a single hostile alliance (hence "collective") 
that threatens Russia and Belarus, amasses military forces near its borders, and awaits the 
moment to attack. 

It is also claimed that the West (particularly Europe) is in a state of deep economic crisis 
that will soon lead to its collapse. Lyudmila Gladkaya, a propagandist for the publication 
SB. Belarus Today, discusses the challenges Europeans face (on the political talk show 
Letuchka [Briefing]): 

“The British… are seriously considering the possibility of using reusable toilet paper. 
This experience, in my opinion, should be shared with all Europeans.” 

Her irony is picked up by Dmitry Shevtsov, Secretary General of the Belarusian Red Cross: 

“Dear Europeans, we're ready to sell you burdock seeds. They're a fantastic plant, 
they grow beautifully, enjoy them to your heart's content. And then you won't need 
toilet paper.” 

He also said:  

“The West hates us so much for failing to do to us what they did to Ukraine that 
they'll probably never forgive us.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 2) 

Alexander Tikhansky: 

“Where will the West attack Belarus' weak point? We have only one weak point 
today – the younger generation. They're hitting, hitting, hitting us with TikToks.” 
(STV, 05.05) 

 

Accusations of "lack of historical memory" 

Victory Day on May 9 gave rise to new insinuations against European countries, 
particularly Belarus' closest Western neighbors. They were accused of betraying a shared 
historical past. Propaganda media labeled Western countries Nazis, fascists, etc. 

Vyacheslav Danilovich: 

“In many European countries, descendants of Nazis are in power. German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz is a clear example. He is in power and he wants to take 
military revenge for his ancestors. European politicians need to sustain the spirit of 

https://t.me/minsknews_by/131971
https://t.me/azarenokctv/71499
https://www.sb.by/articles/ne-mogut-prostit-nam-nashego-blagopoluchiya-uchastniki-letuchki-o-zavisti-polshi-k-belarusi.html
https://ctv.by/news/v-mire/tihanskij-rasskazal-v-kakoe-slaboe-mesto-belarusi-budet-bit-zapad
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war in order to somehow retain their power.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, 
May 8) 

“If talking about our historical memory, we must not forget that Western countries 
periodically try to impose their pseudo-values on us.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram 
channel, May 10) 

Alexander Tishchenko: 

“For them [the West], everything that is directed against Russia and the Soviet 
Union is good. The Nazis and modern Western elites are seen as participants in a 
united anti-Russian front. How does this coalition differ from Hitler's? Not at all.” 
(SB. Belarus Today, 10.05) 

Sergei Syrankov: 

“The West, recognizing the level of cohesion in Belarusian society today, is trying to 
knock out our ideological foundation, the very foundation that the Great Victory 
represents for us today, and essentially wants to trample our historical memory.” 
(SB. Belarus Today, May 13) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“Militarization has become a national idea. An idea that these regimes impose on 
nations. These regimes are ethno-fascist by nature… They will do what is consistent 
with their core idea – militarization and preparation for aggression against Russia 
and Belarus.” (ZhS Premium Telegram channel, May 15) 

 

Statements and threats made against the Baltic States and Poland 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“The West needs Lithuania only as an anti-Russian and anti-Belarusian stronghold.” 
(Sputnik, May 4) 

Sergey Klishevich: 

“One of the main goals of Western centers and extremists is to create a conflict 
between Russia and Belarus. They allocate necessary funds and grants for this, 
which our enemies are actively trying to exploit.” (Minsk-Novosti Telegram channel, 
May 12) 

Alexey Belyaev: 

“Our NATO neighbors have embarked on an open course toward militarization and 
preparation for unleashing a third world war.” (SB. Belarus Today, May 12) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“The reason why Baltic officials are so horrified and repulsed by Victory Day is 
because their grandfathers were policemen. That's why these scum hate 
everything connected with this Great day – Victory Day.” (ZhS Premium Telegram 
channel, May 9) 

 

iSANS will continue to analyze the main narratives of Belarusian and Kremlin 
propaganda in 2026 

https://t.me/minsknews_by/132269
https://t.me/minsknews_by/132493
https://www.sb.by/articles/kod-zashchity-tishchenko-obyasnil-pochemu-v-evrope-prodolzhayutsya-popytki-perepisat-istoriyu-pobedy.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/syrankov-obyasnil-pochemu-avstriya-vtoroy-god-podryad-ne-podnimaet-belorusskiy-flag-na-meste-byvsheg.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/75718
https://sputnik.by/20260504/petkus--gaydukevich-litvu-razryvayut-vlastnye-klany-a-stradaet-narod-1106702393.html
https://t.me/minsknews_by/132616
https://www.sb.by/articles/belarus-delaet-stavku-na-uvelichenie-doli-sovremennykh-obraztsov-vooruzheniy-belyaev.html
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/75538

