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SUMMARIES OF VIEWS 

 

• This issue is largely dedicated to an overview of the propaganda response to events 
related to Russia’s war against Ukraine. In June, Ukraine was at the top of the agenda, 
with references to Ukraine dominating pro-government media and Belarusian televi-
sion channels. One reason is the emerging turning point in the war. Propagandists’ 
rhetoric is changing due to a growing understanding that Russia can no longer win the 
war. 
 

• Alexander Lukashenko’s rhetoric is undergoing changes. In June, he repeatedly and 
more firmly reiterated the idea that it would be unacceptable for Belarus to be drawn 
into the war and he has softened his statements toward Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky. 
 

• An unidentified drone strike in the Bryansk Region damaged a bus carrying Belarusian 
children, killing one person. Propagandists have accused Ukraine of provoking Belarus 
with the intention of drawing Belarus into the war. 
 

• Propaganda outlets have been extremely cautious in their reporting on the successful 
Ukrainian drone strikes on refineries and enterprises in Russia and the occupied terri-
tories, and have almost completely ignored the large-scale fuel crisis that has erupted 
in Russia. This is clearly due to a lack of instructions from the Presidential Administra-
tion on how to respond to this situation. 
 

• Zelenskyy’s “ultimatum” demanding the elimination of Russian drone relay stations in 
Belarus has sparked a storm of indignation on pro-government channels. 
 

• Propagandists commented gleefully on the rising tensions between Poland and 
Ukraine as a result of the Polish president’s decision to strip Volodymyr Zelenskyy of 
Poland’s highest state honor. 
 

• The “collective West” is being portrayed as the main threat to Belarus and its alliance 
with Russia. Propaganda narratives present the West as the main sponsor of the war in 
Ukraine and as an enemy of peace. 
 

• On the “domestic front,” representatives of the democratic movement, opponents of 
the regime, and political exiles remain the main targets of propaganda. 
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UKRAINE 

 

Main topic for June 

In June, the subject of Ukraine dominated the content of propaganda outlets and pro-govern-
ment channels. iSANS media monitoring recorded a 12% increase in mentions of “Ukraine” 
compared to May (5,651 times), significantly exceeding the number of mentions of other for-
eign policy topics (for example, “Poland” – 2,366 times; “Trump” – 2,268, and “the West” – 1,876).1 

 
Mentions of “Ukraine” in Belarusian pro-government media in June 2026 (according to APS GAMMA) 

 
Mentions of “Ukraine” in Belarusian pro-government media in May 2026 (according to APS GAMMA) 

The Belarusian pro-government media agenda was influenced by a number of events in June 
related to Ukraine, which reverberated throughout propaganda media. Among them, the fol-
lowing are worth noting: 

- an unknown drone attack on a bus carrying Belarusian schoolchildren in the Bryansk region 
(June 17); 

- the Ukrainian president’s demand that Minsk shut down the retransmitters coordinating 
Russian attack drones (the so-called “Zelenskyy ultimatum”) (June 19); 

- successful Ukrainian drone strikes on oil refineries in Moscow and other Russian cities, as well 
as in the temporarily occupied territories (throughout the month); and 

- a large-scale fuel crisis in Russia as a consequence of the strikes. 

 
1 According to an analysis of the automated search engine GAMMA, developed by iSANS to collect information 
from pro-government Telegram channels and websites of official Belarusian publications (July 2026). 
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However, the main news of May and June remains the slow but seemingly inexorable turn the 
war has taken against Russia’s favor, as many independent experts have noted. The near-com-
plete halt in Russian troop advances on the battlefield and the increasing number of effective 
strikes by the Ukrainian Armed Forces are leading the Russian population and military to re-
think the necessity and potential results of their Ukrainian escapade. The growing understand-
ing that Russia’s chances of winning this war are diminishing is also influencing propaganda 
rhetoric. 

Over this period, Alexander Lukashenko’s statements on preventing Belarus from joining the 
war in Ukraine became more frequent. In June, he spoke of this on numerous occasions, in-
cluding to official Russian representatives directly, for example, at a meeting with Russian Am-
bassador to Belarus Boris Gryzlov: 

“We don't need to be pushed into thinking that Boris Vyacheslavovich [Gryzlov] is or-
chestrating a process to drag us into war. The Russian President and I have discussed 
this issue a thousand times." (BELTA, June 25) 

At the same time, Moscow has, at least verbally, declared its full understanding of Belarus’s 
position: 

“Our position is very clear. We fully understand the approach that President 
Lukashenko has outlined: Belarus is our ally, but Belarus is not participating in the war.” 
(Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, TASS, June 15) 

Over June, Lukashenko kept coming back to this issue. 

“Are we supposed to go to war in Ukraine at someone else’s behest? Do we want to be 
ground meat there? No, we don’t want that.” (At the opening ceremony of the regional 
clinical hospital in Grodno, website of the Belarusian President, June 5) 

“I want the Poles, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and others to hear us – we don’t want to fight 
them, however we remain resolved to protect them. I want builders to build, not hold 
machine guns or automatic weapons in their hands. So don’t believe anyone who says 
we want some kind of war. We didn’t start any war." (Telegram channel “The First’s 
Pool,” June 5) 

“Everything there is interconnected. Belarusian families live in Ukraine, and Ukrainian 
families live in Belarus, and in our southern region. There are mixed families… Ukraini-
ans came to us across the border, and Belarusians traveled freely to Ukraine. I used to 
travel to Ukraine, too. Even my roots – my ancestors – are buried somewhere between 
Chernihiv and Kyiv. So, are we supposed to cast all this aside, forget it, and start 
fighting? No.” (Interview with television channel Al-Arabiya, from the website of the 
Belarusian President, June 15) 

Lukashenko often reiterates this notion of not wanting to fight “ordinary Ukrainians”: 

“We understand who is against us on the other [Ukrainian] side. These are yesterday’s 
machine operators and workers, not all of whom even know how to shoot. So, are we 
going to attack them? With a professional army?” (Ibid, Al-Arabiya interview) 

“How can we fight against Ukrainians here if the other side is mostly territorial troops? 
Are we supposed to shoot these machine operators, milkmaids, and blue-collar work-
ers who don’t want to fight Belarusians? We don’t want to fight Ukrainians either.” 
(Meeting with Russian Ambassador Boris Gryzlov, BELTA, June 25) 

This reference to “machine operators, milkmaids, and blue-collar workers,” as the Belarusian 
dictator sees the Ukrainian army, is quite curious. First, focusing on the supposed “unprofes-
sionalism” of the Ukrainian Armed Forces clearly serves the purpose of distancing Lukashenko 
from the war in arguing that Belarusian professionals are not fighting against working people. 

https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-rasskazal-o-vstreche-s-predstaviteljami-zelenskogo-788109-2026/
https://tass.ru/politika/27762497
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/rabocaa-poezdka-v-grodno
https://t.me/pul_1/21398
https://t.me/pul_1/21398
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-rasskazal-o-vstreche-s-predstaviteljami-zelenskogo-788109-2026/
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The reference to proletarian origins is an additional source of sympathy for Lukashenko, who 
continuously emphasizes his roots in and of “the people.” 

Second, the dictator is not only addressing a Belarusian audience here, but also wants to be 
heard in Ukraine. It is no secret that before the full-scale invasion he topped the rankings of 
the most popular foreign politicians in Ukraine. Perhaps Lukashenko is seeking to at least par-
tially regain the favor of Ukrainian citizens sometime in the future. 

 

Other changes in Lukashenko’s rhetoric 

As noted above, over June the Belarusian “president’s” statements about not entering the war 
became more frequent and vocal. However, these kinds of statements, calls for peace, and 
assurances of friendship toward the “brotherly Ukrainian people” had been heard before. The 
only target of merciless criticism from propagandists and Lukashenko himself remained 
Ukraine’s military-political leadership, foremost as represented by its president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. Lukashenko has personally attacked and insulted Zelenskyy on numerous occa-
sions and generally has not minced words against him. His public dialogues with the invisible 
Zelenskyy have become a “classic” in which the dictator addresses him directly and criticizes, 
insults, and accuses him of various sins. In these dialogues, Lukashenko assumes the absurd 
role of a “father figure” or as “older and more experienced,” “protecting” Zelenskyy and offering 
him advice in a condescending tone. At the same time, he pressures the Ukrainian president 
directly to reach an agreement with Russia (i.e., essentially lay down his arms and voluntarily 
abandon the unoccupied territories), “otherwise Ukraine will disappear as a state,” accusing 
him of the deaths of thousands of Ukrainians in a war Zelenskyy “doesn’t want to end.” 

In June, Lukashenko’s rhetoric toward Zelenskyy changed somewhat. The accusations of an 
unwillingness to end the war remain, but his public statements have taken on a more concil-
iatory tone. The culmination was Lukashenko’s apology to Zelenskyy for his previous insults in 
the aforementioned Al-Arabiya interview. However, the patronizing tone remains: 

“Perhaps I overdid it here and there, but that was a response to his [Zelenskyy’s] inap-
propriate remarks… If Vladimir Alexandrovich [Volodymyr Oleksandrovych] was of-
fended, I apologize to him for those words. Perhaps I shouldn’t have, considering he is, 
after all, fighting.” 

“’Yes, we have 500 targets, yes, we know where Lukashenko is. We’ll strike tomorrow 
with missiles and drones’ [is how Lukashenko quotes Zelenskyy]. I kept quiet. Everyone 
was even surprised that I remained silent. I understood that this man was under such 
pressure, a young man, inexperienced, not a military man. Perhaps something in his 
head was off. I kept quiet. But when they started threatening me, I was forced to re-
spond.” 

“From the first days of the war, I offered him [Zelenskyy] suggestions on how to reach 
an agreement, how to make peace. And if he had listened to me then, in 2022, there 
wouldn’t be any discussion today about where to stop… But he didn’t listen to me then.” 

“He needs to calm down and accept this as it is and not provoke me, not provoke Bel-
arusians. There are many people in Belarus who want peace just as much as he and the 
Ukrainians do.” (In an interview with television channel Al-Arabiya, from the website of 
the Belarusian President, June 15) 

In future negotiations, Lukashenko sees Belarus as an equal partner with Russia and Ukraine, 
despite the fact that Belarus is considered an accomplice to Russian aggression for its assis-
tance. Minsk, he said, should act as an “interested party”: 

https://president.gov.by/ru/events/posesenie-valaama-1754041823
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
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“Interested primarily in establishing peace, because the war is practically taking place 
in our own backyard. We don’t want this war because we could suffer just as much as 
the Ukrainians and Russians are suffering.” 

“And then, only we, the three Slavic peoples, will somehow deal with the conse-
quences by reaching an agreement. No Americans or Europeans will invest in this. This 
is foreign land for them.” 

“We need to get through this conflict, sit down at the negotiating table as a threesome 
– Lukashenko, Putin, and Zelenskyy – and agree on how to deal with the consequences 
of this conflict.” (In an interview with the television channel Al-Arabiya, from the website 
of the Belarusian President, June 15) 

Meanwhile, the Belarusian ruler continues to shield Putin, for example, by shifting blame for 
Russia’s failures in the first months of the invasion to “certain forces,” namely “the Vatican and 
the Jewish lobby.” 

“Certain politicians and forces asked Putin to stop, withdraw troops from Kyiv, and 
conclude a peace agreement. Seeing this situation, the fact that many people were 
dying, and that the war wasn’t going exactly according to plan, Putin agreed and with-
drew his forward units from Kyiv… Once again, these forces were probably deceived. It 
was the Vatican. And, surprisingly, the Jewish lobby, the Israelis. They, on behalf of 
Zelenskyy, declared that that's it, we’re making peace, we will agree.” (Ibid.) 

To further secure plausible deniability with the Kremlin, Lukashenko portrays Putin as the chief 
“peacemaker.” Supposedly, in retreating from Kyiv, the Russian dictator “was guided by the 
goal of restoring peace between the conflicting parties.” 

The reaction of pro-government television channels to Lukashenko’s statements was reveal-
ing. Following Kyiv’s warnings, propagandists pounced on Ukraine with threats and accusa-
tions, but after Lukashenko’s conciliatory remarks they abruptly changed their tone. 

 

Before Lukashenko’s interview with Al-Arabiya 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“We understand perfectly well that Kyiv wants to drag Belarus into war (and not only 
Kyiv) for one purpose: because if Belarus is drawn in, all of Europe is drawn in.” (Tele-
gram channel “ZhS Premium,” June 1) 

“If Zelenskyy truly wanted peace talks, this peace deal would have been signed long 
ago… Zelenskyy won’t benefit from stopping the conflict. He will lose power, money, 
and security guarantees after the end of the SVO [‘special military operation’].” (Tele-
gram channel Minsk-News, June 9) 

“What can Ukraine offer the European Union today, other than refugees, migrants, 
crime, terrorism, and extremism in the form of armed individuals flooding into Europe? 
Nothing.” (Sputnik.by, June 10) 

Andrei Savinykh: 

“Zelenskyy’s orders are to try to expand the zone of conflict, the zone of tension, to Bel-
arus as much as possible. Why is this happening? It’s clear that they need an external 
enemy.” (Telegram channel “ONT NEWS,” June 3) 

Yuri Voskresensky: 

“All calls for peace, when we appeal to Zelenskyy and hope for the logic of a sane per-
son, are ineffective. He needs war.” (NEWS.BY, June 8) 

https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/interv-u-telekanalu-al-arabia-1781533889
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/76319
https://t.me/minsknews_by/134576
https://sputnik.by/20260610/gaydukevich-vsya-evropa--eto-odin-bolshoy-prestarelyy-impotent-1107999636.html
https://t.me/ontnews/211416
https://news.by/news/v_mire/emu-nuzhna-voyna-politolog-voskresenskiy-raskryl-istinnye-tseli-pisma-zelenskogo-putinu
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Sergei Klishevich: 

“Peace in Ukraine will be achieved through war. For us, for the people who are fraternal 
to the Ukrainian and Russian people, this is a learning experience and an example of 
what to do to avoid a similar situation.” (SB. Belarus Today, June 10) 

Vyacheslav Danilovich: 

"Russia is interested in a strong, reliable, long-term peace, not a temporary ceasefire for 
a regrouping of forces and a repeat of this entire escalation at a new stage. And for this 
lasting peace to exist, two things must be observed: the demilitarization and denazifi-
cation of Ukraine.” (Telegram channel “ONT NEWS,” June 10) 

 

After Lukashenko’s interview 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“He [Zelenskyy] threatened our country. Naturally, the President spoke quite harshly 
about him in this regard. And what he’s saying now – may he forgive me – is simply a 
kind of diplomatic gesture… All statements the President makes are for the good of the 
Belarusian people.” (STV, June 16) 

"Our compatriots have never lived so well as they do now. So should we throw all this 
into the fire of war? The Head of State is ready to talk with Zelenskyy. He fears no one, 
and we fear no one. We continue to implement our peace-loving policy and prepare to 
defend our Fatherland.” (Telegram channel “ONT NEWS,” June 18) 

Vadim Elfimov: 

“I never cease to be amazed by our President, who is willing to step beyond grievances, 
like a true political leader… Putin, Lukashenko, Zelenskyy – that would be the best for-
mula. They would sort out their family dispute better than anyone else.” (Telegram 
channel “ONT.BY,” June 16) 

Alexander Tishchenko: 

“Apologizing in response to unflattering remarks about Zelenskyy isn’t weakness or a 
failure, but true wisdom; something sorely lacking in many modern leaders today.” 

“Setting an example, Alexander Lukashenko was the first to adopt a language of rec-
onciliation with Volodymyr Zelenskyy. He clearly demonstrated that the interests of the 
country and the people must take precedence over personal motives.” (SB. Belarus To-
day, June 16) 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“This call [by Lukashenko] for Slavic unity and common sense has become a logical 
point in the discussion of the Ukrainian crisis. Minsk sees the region’s future not in end-
less escalation, but in a difficult yet necessary trilateral dialogue, which is the only thing 
that can stop the loss of life and restore peace to Slavic lands.” (STV, June 16) 

“We are a donor of regional security for all of Europe.” (Telegram channel “ZhS Pre-
mium”) 

“Today, Alexander Lukashenko, together with Russia, is effectively saving Europe 
from a major war by not submitting to provocations.” (Telegram channel BelVPO, June 
30) 

Olga Korshun: 

https://www.sb.by/articles/im-mir-ne-nuzhen-klishevich-o-tom-pochemu-strany-es-ne-gotovy-byt-posrednikami-mezhdu-rossiey-i-ukra.html
https://t.me/ontnews/211984
https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/shpakovskij-vse-zayavleniya-prezidenta-vo-blago-belorusskogo-naroda
https://t.me/ontnews/212583
https://ont.by/ru/state-ru/view/ekspert-prokommentiroval-slova-prezidenta-v-intervjju-al-arabija-ob-otnoshenijax-s-ukrainoj-320305-2026/
https://www.sb.by/articles/dumat-o-budushchem-eksperty.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/dumat-o-budushchem-eksperty.html
https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/lukashenko-prizval-kiev-perestupit-cherez-ambicii-radi-preodoleniya-posledstvij-konflikta
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/76333
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/76333
https://t.me/belarus_vpo/86234
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“Our President has repeatedly – using every opportunity, from every platform – said 
that we need peace and how to achieve it. That only the three Slavic nations – Belarus, 
Russia, and Ukraine – can sit down at the negotiating table, resolve this conflict, and 
reach an agreement that suits us.” (STV, June 28) 

Viktor Khrenin, Belarusian Minister of Defense: 

“Our President has clearly defined the strategy. There is no military reason for us to get 
involved in the conflict.” (Quoted in Zerkalo, June 22) 

Alexander Volfovich, State Secretary of the Belarusian Security Council: 

“We need to sit down at the negotiating table, find ways to engage in dialogue, and 
end the conflict in Ukraine as quickly as possible. But, unfortunately, Europe is not 
ready for this." (BELTA, June 21) 

 

Drone strike on bus carrying Belarusian children 

On June 17, an unidentified drone attacked a bus carrying schoolchildren from Belarus in the 
Bryansk Region. The attack killed a female attendant and injured several children. Without 
waiting for the results of the investigation, propagandists blamed Ukraine for the attack. The 
strike, they claim, was intended to frighten Belarus and draw it into the war. The media outlets 
under Ukraine’s control remain silent about why Ukraine would drag another country into a 
war against itself, but the presence of completely absurd and contradictory statements is a 
hallmark of propaganda. 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“By attacking children, Kyiv is trying to drag Belarus into the conflict. Another terrorist 
attack committed against children… Given Russia’s successes in the Central Military 
District and the accomplishment of its missions, the worse the situation on the front 
lines for the Ukrainian Armed Forces, the more they rely on terrorist attacks and ex-
tremism.” (Sputnik.by, June 17) 

Viktoria Kirichenko: 

“The fascist Kyiv regime continues its series of terrorist attacks against children. Yester-
day, our President addressed Volodymyr Zelenskyy in an interview with a proposal for 
a peaceful resolution to the conflict. This is the response we received [meaning the bus 
attack].” (Telegram channel “Minsk-News,” June 17) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“Banderites struck a bus with a drone carrying civilians. They’re hitting children. They 
were on their way to vacation… Is this Zelenskyy’s response to Minsk’s outstretched 
hand? After all, Lukashenko suggested that was enough, to stop this hell, stop killing 
Slavs. And here it is – a bloody response.” (Minsk Pravda, June 17) 

Unexpectedly, an alternative opinion appeared on the pro-government television channel 
ONT. 

Igor Tur: 

“There are currently two sides in the virtual war on the internet: some argue that the 
fascist Kyiv regime decided to kill Belarusian children to draw Belarus into the war, 
while others argue that it was supposedly a Russian provocation to, again, draw Bela-
rus into the war.” (Telegram channel “ONT NEWS,” June 23) 

Considering how aggressive are these statements, the reaction of one of the key figures in the 
Belarusian regime, State Secretary of the Belarusian Security Council Alexander Volfovich, is 

https://ctv.by/news/obshestvo/plany-zelenskogo-i-molchanie-zapada-k-chemu-privedut-ugrozy-kieva-intervyu-s-rossijskim-senatorom
https://news.zerkalo.io/economics/130136.html?cд
https://belta.by/society/view/volfovich-nado-kak-mozhno-bystree-ostanovit-konflikt-v-ukraine-no-evropa-poka-k-etomu-ne-gotova-787389-2026/
https://sputnik.by/20260617/gaydukevich-atakoy-po-detyam-kiev-pytaetsya-vtyanut-belarus-v-konflikt-1108201184.htm
https://t.me/minsknews_by/135185
https://mlyn.by/17062026/azaryonok-pro-udar-drona-po-avtobusu-pod-bryanskom-gde-pogibla-zhenshhina-i-postradali-deti/
https://t.me/ontnews/212979
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somewhat surprising. Pro-government media and commentators had already weighed in on 
the matter and unanimously accused Ukraine of provocations and terrorism when Volfovich, 
contrary to the propaganda, suddenly stated that he did not consider the strike on the bus a 
“targeted attack.” 

“The Belarusian bus was not specifically chosen as, so to speak, a target. It was a random 
bus traveling through the Bryansk Region, and a drone accidentally crashed on the 
road between two highways.” (This quote was published by the pro-government chan-
nel ONT, but the post was later deleted.) 

“It’s probably just a coincidence that another drone exploded near the Belarusian bus.” 
(Sputnik.by, June 2) 

 

Ukrainian strikes on Russian oil refineries: “We must remain calm” 

The reaction of Belarusian propagandists to the successful Ukrainian drone strikes on oil refin-
eries and factories in Moscow and other Russian cities was muted. Moscow was barely men-
tioned in these statements. 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“Despite the threats and attacks from the Kyiv regime, we must remain calm and 
united. This, and our Union with Russia, is where our geopolitical imperviousness lies. 
All kinds of mischief and provocation may take place, but it is impossible to defeat the 
Union State by military means.” 

“Against the backdrop of setbacks on the front, Zelenskyy is desperate to look good to 
his Western partners and strengthen his position in potential negotiations, which he is 
being actively pushed toward. How can he do this? By intensifying terrorist attacks. We 
see the raid on Moscow, the attack on Voronezh, and the attacks on our Belarusian 
children in the Bryansk Region.” (Sputnik.by, June 24) 

“Within the context of the difficult situation on the front, the Ukrainian authorities are 
increasingly relying on terrorist attacks in Russia and provocations, seeking to demon-
strate their effectiveness to Western partners, maintain external support, and cling to 
power.” (Telegram channel “BelVPO,” June 30) 

 

“Zelenskyy’s ultimatum” 

The Ukrainian president’s demand that within a week Minsk shut down the retransmitters in-
stalled on the Ukrainian border that spot Russian attack drones has sparked a storm of indig-
nation across pro-government channels. 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“Zelenskyy’s statements should be listened to carefully in Brussels and Washington first 
and foremost. This is what they’ve created. They've created this scoundrel, this Nazi, this 
bastard, who wants to drag all of Europe and the world into war."”(Telegram channel 
"ZhS Premium," June 21) 

Alexander Kazakov: 

“Alexander Grigoryevich Lukashenko is responding to Zelenskyy’s ultimatums with re-
straint and caution, fully aware that Zelenskyy is the same ‘spindle’ [apparently, a hoo-
ligan] who provokes you into in a street fight, while his gang of thugs – in this case 
European ones – waits around the corner. Therefore, he must be cautious." (Sputnik.by, 
June 23) 

https://by.tgstat.com/channel/@ontnews/213767
https://sputnik.by/20260703/stechenie-obstoyatelstv-volfovich-ob-atake-bpla-vsu-po-avtobusu-i-furam-1108749730.html
https://sputnik.by/20260624/gaydukevich-ultimatum-zelenskogo-v-adres-belarusi-kasaetsya-vsey-evropy-1108473632.html
https://t.me/belarus_vpo/86234
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/77009
https://sputnik.by/20260623/kazakov-v-otnoshenii-belarusi-zelenskiy-igraet-rol-shpindelya-v-ulichnoy-drake-1108411584.html
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Yevgeny Pustovoy: 

“Ukraine should have had Lukashenko. A strong manager, a ‘dictator’ with a down-to-
earth sense of problems, not a trendy stand-up comedian turned tyrant. Zelenskyy is 
a president of war, while Lukashenko is a president of peace who must be de-
fended.” (STV, June 27) 

Viktor Litovkin, Russian propagandist: 

“He [Zelenskyy] needs to show the West that Belarus is an aggressive state tied to Rus-
sia – a Russian ally – and that any day now Belarus will attack Ukraine. That Belarus is 
participating in a war with Ukraine. He’s counting on idiots, on those who will accept 
his words as the ultimate truth.” (ONT.BY, June 28) 

Ksenia Lebedeva: 

“How can anyone trust Zelenskyy after he deceived his own people? He’s done it more 
than once since 2019. One of his loudest promises was the promise of peace by any 
means necessary – at the time, the talk was of peace between Donbas and the rest of 
Ukraine, but things turned out completely different, and the rest of Ukraine was added 
to the cauldron in which Donbas was stewing.” (Telegram channel “LEBEDEVA 🇧🇾,” June 
30) 

Igor Tur: 

“Could it be that they were right in saying that the war in Ukraine doesn’t exist because 
Ukraine doesn’t fully exist? This has long been a project called ‘anti-Russia,’ overseen 
and financed externally… It’s not Ukrainians as a whole who are to blame for this, but 
specific individuals.” (ONT.BY, June 15) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“The fascist government [in Ukraine] devours blood. It feeds on blood. And it doesn’t 
care from whom – Russians, Belarusians, or Ukrainians themselves. It’s an evil, terrible, 
cruel, monstrous ghoul – a monster who has drunk his fill of blood and can’t stop." (STV, 
June 17) 

“It was precisely the provocations of the West and Zelenskyy that forced Russia to 
launch the SVO. And Zelenskyy is personally responsible for this. But he could still have 
stopped. And the first to call him was by Alexander Lukashenko. He offered to sit down 
at the negotiating table immediately.” (Minsk Pravda, June 20) 

 

Disagreements between Poland and Ukraine 

In June, Polish President Karol Nawrocki decided to strip Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Poland’s 
highest award, the Order of the White Eagle, in response to the President of Ukraine awarding 
the title of “Heroes of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)” to one of the units of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces. In Poland, the UPA is accused of committing massacres of the Polish popula-
tion in Volyn in 1943-44. 

The historical controversy that arose against this backdrop led to a deterioration in relations 
between the two countries. Propagandists gloatingly derided this situation and noted with 
satisfaction that the increase in tension between Poland and Ukraine plays into the hands of 
Russia and Belarus, as it weakens the West and reduces its support for Ukraine. 

Telegram channel “Nevolfovich”: 

https://ctv.by/news/politika/zelenskij-voshel-v-razh-chto-stoit-za-popytkami-kieva-sprovocirovat-minsk-pustovoj
https://ont.by/ru/society-ru/view/belarus-pod-davleniem-kak-minsk-reagiruet-na-provokatsii-kieva-i-popytki-vtjanut-stranu-v-konflikt-321106-2026/
https://t.me/lebedeva_xeniya/14119
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/minskaja-metodichka-dlja-zavershenija-vojn-vse-zavisit-ot-zhelanija-neskolkix-chelovek-tur-320274-2026/
https://ctv.by/news/proisshestviya/azarenok-ob-atake-na-avtobus-s-belorusskimi-detmi-ukrainskaya-vlast-prevrashaetsya-v-bezumca-v-krovavogo-manyaka
https://mlyn.by/20062026/azaryonok-zayavil-chto-ugrozy-zelenskogo-chast-psihologicheskoj-vojny-protiv-belarusi/
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“Kyiv and Warsaw continue to fling trinkets around… The funniest thing about this 
whole story is how seriously they toss around awards they received not for any out-
standing achievements, but solely because of their positions.” (Telegram channel 
“Nevolfovich,” June 20) 

Telegram channel “ProRU_BY”: 

“[The Poles] didn’t take into account that it’s impossible to negotiate with the Bander-
ites. Their Nazi essence always comes out. And they hate Poles just as much as Rus-
sians.” (Telegram channel “ProRU_BY,” June 20) 

 

BELARUS 
Lukashenko’s cult of personality 

Propaganda media attributes the country’s successes and achievements to the merits of its 
permanent “president.” The “Lukashenko is Belarus” connection is evident in almost every 
statement made by propagandists. 

Natalia Eismont: 

“Every Belarusian child is under the protection of our President. And, of course, the 
Head of State works every day to ensure that all Belarusian children have a clear and 
peaceful Belarusian sky over their heads.” (Telegram channel “SB. Belarus Today,” June 
1) 

Igor Tur: 

“Citizens often have no idea how many resources – effort, time, nerves, and funds – the 
state, under the leadership of the President, has invested in addressing key issues in 
recent years, including preventing war on Belarusian territory and keeping the army 
out of direct combat… We have a wonderful country that has everything it needs to be 
happy.” (ONT.BY, June 8) 

Dmitry Shevtsov: 

“I want to say that our economic experience, known as the ‘Belarusian economic mira-
cle,’ will soon be studied… Our President’s work experience will be described, believe 
me, in more than one economics book.” (Telegram channel “ZhS Premium,” June 4) 

Igor Tur: 

“In Grodno, the rain stopped shortly after the Belarusian President appeared. People 
joked, saying, ‘I wish the Head of State would come quickly, otherwise we'll get soaked.’ 
And everyone was smiling – just as they were when Alexander Lukashenko also came 
out and joked.” (ONT.BY, June 8) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“The Belarusian leader demonstrates qualities that are in short supply on the interna-
tional stage: steely political will, strategic intuition, and a deep understanding of human 
psychology. He is a politician from the ground up.” (SB. Belarus Today, June 11) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“History confirms the validity of the expert assessments expressed by the head of state… 
Alexander Lukashenko is an example of common sense and a kind of engine for the 
peacekeeping movement.” (BELTA, June 16) 

Vadim Gigin: 

https://t.me/nevolf/52227
https://t.me/pr0ru_by/214934
https://www.sb.by/articles/batskavu-kashulyu-kazhdomu-tretemu-rebenku-startoval-unikalnyy-respublikanskiy-proekt-tretsi-batska-.html
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/na-fone-globalnoj-nestabilnosti-belarus-obespechivaet-porjadok-i-bezopasnost-tur-319904-2026/
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_belarus/76426
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/vy-prosili-dozhd-ja-dal-igor-tur-o-tom-pochemu-chast-publiki-vosprinjala-shutku-prezidenta-vserjez-319907-2026/
https://www.sb.by/articles/nash-tsentr-sily.html
https://belta.by/society/view/pozitsija-silnogo-zdravomysljaschego-prezidenta-ekspert-rasstavil-aktsenty-v-intervjju-lukashenko-786598-2026/
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“Against the backdrop of hyper-emotionality observed at times along our borders, the 
Belarusian leader is demonstrating wisdom, prudence, and strategic calm.” (SB. Bela-
rus Today, June 19) 

 

Militarization of education 

In June, iSANS published its final analytical report, Changes and Trends in the Belarusian Ed-
ucation System in the 2025-2026 Academic Year, two sections of which are devoted to the 
militarization and ideologization of Belarusian education. It notes that propagandists play an 
active role in this process, for example, visiting schools and showing their films with anti-West-
ern and anti-Ukrainian content or “exposing” democratic protests in the country. The study 
describes the process of instilling pro-government and pro-Russian propaganda in school his-
tory curricula, the revision of school textbooks to accommodate pro-government and pro-Rus-
sian ideological lines, and more. 

 

Belarusian Democratic Forces 

On the “domestic front,” the main targets of propaganda remain representatives of the dem-
ocratic movement, opponents of the regime, and political exiles. Daily streams of hatred and 
lies continue to gush at the opposition and protesters from television screens and pro-govern-
ment publications. Below are the most striking examples of negative statements from propa-
gandists in June. 

Igor Tur: 

“There’s a joke in the opposition that if you’re arrested in Belarus for robbery, rape, mur-
der, whatever, you have to manage to shout that you’re ‘against the regime’ and in the 
West they’ll call it political persecution.” (ONT.BY, June 12) 

“The more political prisoners there are, the more you can sell the story of the people’s 
incredible suffering for. And where there’s suffering, there’s funding for supposed at-
tempts to end it. And there are no crimes a self-respecting opposition figure wouldn’t 
commit for the sake of an extra million euros from Europe or the U.S.” (Telegram chan-
nel “ONT NEWS,” June 12) 

“The list of ‘political prisoners’ is full of moral degenerates and criminals… But there’s a 
catch. Neither terrorists, nor pedophiles, nor sectarians, nor any other citizens asked to 
be included on this list, nor was their permission sought. This is being done by ‘human 
rights activists,’ whose ‘defense’ boils down to including as many people as possible.” 
(ONT.BY, June 12) 

Vadim Gigin: 

“The fugitives want more blood. These are people for whom a child’s tear means noth-
ing. Bloodshed means nothing to them… They want revenge on our people. And they 
view such terrorist acts [the drone attack on the bus] as acts of revenge against the 
citizens of Belarus who rejected them, who did not support them, and who expelled 
them.” (Sputnik, June 17) 

Andrey Mukovozchik: 

“I love reading the cries and complaints of the fugitives. Once you get down to it, you 
seem to yourself to be much smarter, wiser, and luckier… But the fugitives aren’t satis-
fied. They literally scour the internet for negative comments about what’s happening 
in Belarus, where they’ll never be again. Which is how they want it…” (SB. Belarus Today, 
June 8) 

https://www.sb.by/articles/mudrost-i-strategicheskoe-spokoystvie-gigin-o-podkhode-lukashenko-k-razvitiyu-vooruzhennykh-sil-bela.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/mudrost-i-strategicheskoe-spokoystvie-gigin-o-podkhode-lukashenko-k-razvitiyu-vooruzhennykh-sil-bela.html
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/kak-zapad-prikryvaet-pedofilov-i-sektantov-esli-oni-protiv-rezhima-320140-2026/
https://t.me/ontnews/212140
https://ont.by/ru/policy-ru/view/ne-bortsy-za-svobodu-a-vykachivateli-grantov-biznes-zapada-so-spiskom-politzakljuchennyx-320141-2026/
https://sputnik.by/20260617/gigin-ob-atake-na-avtobus-s-detmi-iz-belarusi-eto-akt-gosterrorizma-1108215131.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/neveroyatno-no-fakt-zhaloby-podplintusnykh.html
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Grigory Azarenok: 

“The fugitives are now openly serving not only the Polish lord, but also the butcher of 
Kyiv. And they’re saying outright to attack, that they’re all for it, they’ll help. From a 
Warsaw studio they’ll be rooting for Ukraine. Bomb, bomb Belarus. Bomb our homes. 
We’ll come to the ashes and serve you, helping finish off the last of these survivors who 
lived and rejoiced under Lukashenko.” (STV, June 10) 

Vyacheslav Danilovich: 

“The fugitives’ justifications for attacks on Belarus. They have once again vividly demon-
strated whose interests they defend, as well as their own rotten core. The fugitives are 
supposedly fighting for the interests of the people, while at the same time calling for 
an attack on Belarus… The fate of these traitors will be sad. No one needs them and as 
soon as they do their job, they will be thrown out.” (Telegram channel “Minsk-News,” 
June 24) 

 

 

THE “COLLECTIVE WEST” 
In pro-Kremlin media narratives, the West continues to serve as the primary foreign policy 
threat to Belarus and its alliance with Russia. Propaganda narratives portray Western coun-
tries as a single alliance and a source of danger, sin, and vice from which Belarus must be 
protected. This is the focus of the tireless work of its “leader,” Alexander Lukashenko. The West 
is portrayed as the main sponsor of the war in Ukraine and an enemy of peace. Belarus’s closest 
neighbors – Poland and the Baltic states (Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia) – are subjected to par-
ticularly harsh attacks. 

Andrei Bogodel: 

“The West’s collective goal in Ukraine is to prevent peace.” (BELTA, June 17) 

Grigory Azarenok: 

“Today, the West is preparing for war. They’ve already set a timeframe – 2030. They’re 
arming their North, Center, and South columns of their army groups. All that remains 
is to wait for the Führer to say heil.” 

“An unprecedented and monstrous attack is being launched against Belarus. We’re 
being threatened with murder, with drones and bombs." (Minsk Pravda, June 26) 

Alexander Shpakovsky: 

“The Lithuanian authorities are trying to portray Belarus as a threat. Therefore, I think 
many people simply did not express their views when they were asked, because it’s a 
quick way to get noticed by the local security services.” (SB. Belarus Today, June 2) 

 

Oleg Gaidukevich: 

“All of Europe is one big, aging impotent man, while Britain, France, and Germany are 
individually impotent, continuing to boast of victories on the sexual front, even though 
nothing remains of their former greatness.” (Sputnik, June 10) 

The more reckless continue to threaten the West with nuclear weapons. 

Andrei Mukovozchik: 

https://ctv.by/news/politika/azarenok-armyane-nikogda-vas-ne-vozmut-na-zapad-zapadu-nuzhno-odno-myaso-dlya-bojni
https://t.me/minsknews_by/135746АРМ
https://belta.by/society/view/pochemu-zelenskogo-priglasili-na-sammit-g7-razjjasnil-voennyj-ekspert-786763-2026/
https://mlyn.by/26062026/pochemu-vstrecha-lukashenko-i-putina-na-valdae-sudbonosnaya-obyasnil-azaryonok/
https://www.sb.by/articles/shpakovskiy-o-tom-pochemu-v-litve-bolee-treti-naseleniya-vystupayut-za-nachalo-dialoga-s-belarusyu.html
https://sputnik.by/20260610/gaydukevich-vsya-evropa--eto-odin-bolshoy-prestarelyy-impotent-1107999636.html
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“Belarus has warned not once, not twice, but many times over that there are no red 
lines. There will be a nuclear strike. And there will be no Warsaw, no Vilnius, no Kyiv, no 
Berlin. We don’t want that. Lukashenko more than anybody doesn’t want that. But the 
war has already been ordered and paid for by the real masters of the game… And 
Lukashenko has over and over again appealed to these madmen to stop, calm down, 
and not take things to the extreme. The madmen won’t listen. They’ve had their taste 
of bloody meat and now they can’t stop. We only bring peace.” (Minsk Pravda, June 9) 

Alexey Shevtsov: 

“I am confident that the deployment of the Oreshnik missile system on Belarusian ter-
ritory and the recent joint nuclear exercise on both countries’ soil will sober up the hot-
blooded and unbridled Baltic tigers and other representatives of Europe.” (Sputnik, 
June 4) 

Anti-Western rhetoric widely embraces the practice of shifting one’s own countries’ problems 
to the West. An example is the acute fuel crisis that erupted in Russia in June, caused by 
Ukrainian missile and drone strikes on Russian oil refineries. The crisis today, however, is not in 
Russia, but in Europe, according to Lyudmila Gladkaya, a propagandist for SB. Belarus Today: 

“Europeans are ceasing to fill up their cars with gas… Drivers are saving and only filling 
up as a last resort. Still, European elites continue to sponsor attacks on their own coun-
tries.” (SB. Belarus Today, June 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

iSANS will continue to analyze the main narratives of Belarusian and Kremlin  

propaganda in 2026. 

 

https://mlyn.by/09062026/krasnyh-linij-net-pochemu-ni-varshavu-ni-berlin-ne-spasut-esli-razvyazhut-vojnu/
https://sputnik.by/20260604/sb-rossii-yadernye-ucheniya-minska-i-moskvy-otrezvyat-pribaltiyskikh-tigrov--1107807408.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/v-letuchke-obsudili-situatsiyu-s-toplivnym-krizisom-v-es.html

