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The first month of 2026 showed a certain slowdown in the pace of the ideologization and 

militarization of the education system in Belarus, and this situation can be explained by a 

combination of several factors. First of all, in early January, the education system typically 

gradually returns to its normal mode of operation following the end of winter break. During this 

period, a significant portion of organizational and educational efforts is focused on restoring the 

regular academic process. At the higher education level, an additional factor is the winter exam 

session, during which the primary focus of students and faculty is on taking exams and wrapping 

up the semester. As a result, ideological and militarized activities temporarily take a back seat. 

Compared to the situation in 2024 and 2025, a very important difference was observed at the 

beginning of 2026: no election campaigns were held in Belarus. In the previous two years, electoral 

processes largely determined the intensity of ideological activity in the educational sphere. In the 

first months of the calendar year, a significant number of events were recorded aimed at involving 

school and university students in campaigning and voting. In 2026, this aspect of ideological work 

was completely absent, which noticeably reduced the overall level of ideologization of the 

education system compared to previous years. That said, it cannot be claimed that ideological 

events in educational institutions were not held at all. For example, in January, a fairly large 

number of activities were held related to explaining and discussing the decisions of the All-

Belarusian People’s Assembly. However, their overall scale and intensity were noticeably lower 

than the volume of ideological events observed during the same period in the two previous years. 

Finally, at the beginning of the year, Belarus lacks significant ideological dates and 

commemorative events that could serve as an additional incentive to increase the intensity of 

ideological work in the educational sphere. Taken together, these factors led to the education 

system receiving a certain respite from the intense presence of pro-government ideology in the 

first month of 2026. Despite the continuation of individual ideological events, the overall level of 

their activity was noticeably lower compared to previous periods.  

Regarding the expected trends in ideologization and militarization, it should be noted that in 

February, these processes typically proceed unevenly. In the absence of major political events and 

significant ideological dates, it can be expected that the number of ideological events will remain 

roughly at the same level as in January. A noticeable intensification of ideological activity in the 

education system traditionally begins in March, which is linked to the celebration of Constitution 

Day, and thereafter the intensity of the ideologization of Belarusian education continues to 

increase until the end of the school year. A completely different situation is expected regarding 

the process of militarization of the Belarusian education system. In February, Belarus marks 

Defenders of the Fatherland and Armed Forces Day, which is traditionally used as one of the key 

occasions to intensify military-patriotic work. As monitoring studies from previous years show, 

the celebration of this date is regularly accompanied by a noticeable increase in the number of 

militarized events at all levels of the education system. Thus, in contrast to the relatively stable 

dynamics of ideological activity, a widespread intensification of the militarized component in the 

educational environment can be expected in February. 

A trend toward a slowdown in the process of ideologization is also evident on the official resources 

of the Ministry of Education. In February 2026, the ministry’s official website1 published 21 news 

items, of which 5 (about 24%) were ideologically oriented. During the same period, the Ministry 

of Education’s Telegram channel2 posted 199 publications, of which 41 (approximately 21%) were 

 
1
 https://edu.gov.by/ 

2
 https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus 

https://edu.gov.by/
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devoted to ideological topics. For the second month in a row, there has been a decline in the level 

of ideological bias in the Ministry of Education’s news agenda: while the share of ideological posts 

was 35% in December, it dropped to 26% in January and to 21% in February. For the first time 

since 2023, the share of ideologically oriented news in the first months of the year fell below the 

25% mark, which can be viewed as a positive trend in the ministry’s information policy. 

Nevertheless, an analysis of the information agenda shows that in January-February 2026, 

approximately one in four news items from the Ministry of Education was still devoted to 

ideological topics. 

When examining the state of the Belarusian education system, the following key trends, events, 

and phenomena recorded in February 2026 can be identified: 

1. New measures aimed at reducing the share of private institutions in Belarus’s education 

system. 

In February, several events took place in Belarus’s education system, indicating the continuation 

of state policy aimed at reducing the private sector in the educational sphere. As early as late 

January, the Belarusian Legal Forum concluded a public discussion3 of the draft Law of the 

Republic of Belarus “On Amending the Law of the Republic of Belarus ‘On Licensing’”.4 A key 

provision of the draft law in the field of education is the inclusion of supplementary education for 

children and youth in the list of activities subject to licensing. The explanatory note to the 

document5 states that following the introduction of licensing for preschool education programs in 

October 2022, some business entities reoriented their educational activities toward implementing 

supplementary education programs for children and youth in order to avoid the licensing 

procedure. First and foremost, it should be noted that this problem was indeed characteristic of the 

Belarusian education system in early 2023. However, three years later, its scale has noticeably 

decreased, largely due to constant pressure from state authorities on private organizations engaged 

in organizing activities for preschool-aged children. Furthermore, a key provision of the bill is the 

intention to classify all supplementary education for children and youth as a licensable activity, 

rather than just the segment related to organizing activities for preschool-aged children. It is 

evident that the introduction of licensing for supplementary education for children and youth will 

lead to a significant reduction in the number of private organizations operating in this sector, and 

this situation was already observed at the end of 2022, when virtually all private kindergartens and 

schools in Belarus closed following the introduction of licensing. The main problem with licensing 

for private institutions is that licensing requirements are formulated based on the practices of state 

educational institutions, which are initially in a more advantageous position, having their own 

buildings, budgetary funding, as well as the necessary teaching aids and resources. Private 

educational institutions do not receive state support and cover all expenses at their own expense. 

They can hire qualified teachers, purchase the most essential teaching materials, and create a safe 

environment for children; however, fully complying with all the requirements of regulatory 

documents becomes an almost impossible task for them. As can be seen from the text of the bill, 

the requirements imposed on supplementary education institutions for children and youth are such 

that only state organizations and the largest private educational centers, which have buildings 

originally intended for educational purposes, are capable of meeting them. Experts and 

administrators working in the field of private education are well aware of this situation. Following 

 
3
 https://forumpravo.by/publichnoe-obsuzhdenie-proektov-npa/forum15/17888 

4
 https://forumpravo.by/upload/iblock/128/sdj28p0q2aatxuh3oax1qwkkiowdj40x.pdf 

5
 https://forumpravo.by/upload/iblock/84a/guxkolb1di4u5r2u5y9yc9taemcg9rdn.pdf 

https://forumpravo.by/publichnoe-obsuzhdenie-proektov-npa/forum15/17888
https://forumpravo.by/upload/iblock/128/sdj28p0q2aatxuh3oax1qwkkiowdj40x.pdf
https://forumpravo.by/upload/iblock/84a/guxkolb1di4u5r2u5y9yc9taemcg9rdn.pdf
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the public discussion of the bill, the largest number of comments and suggestions concerned the 

provision on the introduction of licensing for supplementary education for children and youth, 

with the majority of comments being clearly critical and calling for the repeal of this new measure. 

In particular, commentators repeatedly noted that private educational centers are already required 

to comply with a significant number of state requirements introduced over the past few years, and 

therefore, it is inaccurate to speak of unregulated development of the private educational services 

market. The comments also highlighted the problem of inequality between public and private 

educational institutions, noting that the introduction of licensing would lead to the closure of many 

non-state institutions. Nevertheless, the reduction of the private sector in education remains one 

of the key elements of Belarus’s state policy after 2020. Government officials and pro-government 

propagandists have repeatedly emphasized that the entire education system must operate within 

the framework of state interests, and restricting the activities of non-state institutions fully aligns 

with this logic. Negative public reaction is unlikely to halt the state’s plans to introduce licensing 

for supplementary education for children and youth. The only potentially positive factor for the 

private sector may be the slowness of government agencies. For example, nearly a year has passed 

since the public discussion of the draft amendments6 to the requirements for tutoring activities, yet 

the final version of the relevant Resolution has still not been published. Thus, non-state educational 

organizations engaged in supplementary education for children and youth have time to prepare for 

licensing and continue operating in the market, although for a number of institutions this period 

will effectively become a phase of preparation for closure. A potential reduction in the number of 

private educational centers will further strengthen state control over the education system, and the 

next step will likely be to tighten oversight of self-employed tutors, who will remain virtually the 

only category in the education sector with the ability to operate relatively independently. 

Furthermore, following the potential closure of non-state institutions providing supplementary 

education to children and youth, a growth in the “gray” and “black” markets for educational 

services can be expected. This will primarily affect educators who, for various reasons, will be 

unable to work within state structures. 

Another development that fits into the broader trend of scaling back the private sector in the 

education system was the closure of one of Belarus’s few private universities – the Institute of 

Parliamentarism and Entrepreneurship (IPE). In February, a notice was posted on the institute’s 

website,7 stating that the university was ceasing its educational activities and would issue diplomas 

until the end of the month. As early as the summer of 2024, the institute faced its first challenges 

when, amid the closure of private universities, the Ministry of Education prohibited the IPE from 

enrolling new students.8 According to available data, the institute did not enroll students in 2025 

either, indicating an intention to cease operations after the current cohort of students completed 

their studies. Furthermore, in March 2026, the Institute’s state accreditation was set to expire, and, 

by all accounts, the institution failed to undergo the renewal process. This was likely the formal 

reason for the institution’s closure as early as late February. Following the closure of the Institute 

of Parliamentarism and Entrepreneurship, only four private universities remain operational in 

Belarus: the Institute of Modern Knowledge (ISZ), the International Institute of Management and 

Entrepreneurship, the Belarusian Trade and Economic University of Consumer Cooperation 

(BTEU), and the International University “MITSO.” However, only the ISZ’s activities can be 

 
6
 https://pravo.by/novosti/obshchestvenno-politicheskie-i-v-oblasti-prava/2025/maj/88741/ 

7
 https://ipp.by/ 

8
 https://people.onliner.by/2024/06/25/eshhe-odin-chastnyj-vuz-v-etom-godu-ne-budet-nabirat-pervokursnikov-no-o-zakrytii-rechi-ne-idet 

https://pravo.by/novosti/obshchestvenno-politicheskie-i-v-oblasti-prava/2025/maj/88741/
https://ipp.by/
https://people.onliner.by/2024/06/25/eshhe-odin-chastnyj-vuz-v-etom-godu-ne-budet-nabirat-pervokursnikov-no-o-zakrytii-rechi-ne-idet
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fully considered relatively independent. In the case of MITSO University and BTEU, their 

founders are quasi-governmental entities, while MIUP is owned by the Chinese company “Hope 

Education Group,” which to a certain extent provides the university with additional protection 

against potential pressure from the state. Furthermore, all surviving private universities differ little 

in their operations from state higher education institutions, which largely negates the very idea and 

specificity of the private education sector. Under conditions of healthy competition between state 

and private educational institutions, one can expect an overall improvement in the quality of the 

national education system, as evidenced by the experience of many countries. However, in 

Belarus, private universities have been subjected to significant state pressure for decades, which 

over time led to a decline in their status and appeal among young people, and subsequently to the 

de facto destruction of the private higher education sector. However, given the state’s desire to 

establish virtually complete control over the education system, the closure of Belarusian private 

universities does not come as a surprise and appears to be a logical element of the implementation 

of state policy in the education sector. 

2. The dates for the admissions campaign and the end of the academic year have been set. 

In February, the Ministry of Education published several important documents regulating the 

procedure for the end of the academic year,9 as well as the dates for the admissions campaign at 

Belarusian higher education institutions.10 An analysis of the published documents shows that, 

compared to last year, there have been no significant changes either in the dates of the admissions 

campaign or in the procedure for the end of the academic year.  

Regarding the end of the academic year, all changes are related to updates to the Education Code, 

which took effect on September 1, 2025. First, 10th-grade students will finish classes on May 25 

for the first time, which is slightly earlier than before. However, during the week freed up, school 

students will not be resting but will instead undergo military field training sessions and medical 

practice, the duration of which has been increased from 5 to 10 days starting this academic year. 

Second, high school graduates have, for the first time, been granted the opportunity to be exempted 

from centralized exams (CE) for medical reasons. However, according to an instructional and 

methodological letter from the Ministry of Education, this category of graduates will effectively 

be deprived of the opportunity to apply to universities in 2026, which renders the exam exemption 

procedure largely meaningless. It is important to note that the decision to grant graduates the right 

to be exempt from the CE on medical grounds was finalized as early as late 2024. Nevertheless, 

over the past year, the Ministry of Education has failed to develop an alternative pathway for 

university admission for this small group of applicants. As a result, the conditions for all 2026 

graduates cannot be described as equal: some students will have to either take the Unified State 

Exam despite their health condition or give up on the idea of entering a university this year. A 

possible reason for the Ministry of Education’s lack of action may be the agency’s desire to avoid 

potential risks during the admissions campaign, especially given that the last two campaigns 

passed without serious incidents. Introducing an additional admission pathway for graduates 

exempt from the Unified State Exam could create conditions for potential abuse, whereby some 

applicants would obtain exemptions without sufficient grounds and then gain admission to 

universities through an alternative procedure. Under these circumstances, the Ministry of 

Education likely preferred to maintain the established admissions process without further changes, 

even at the cost of infringing upon the interests of the group of applicants for whom exam 

 
9
 https://adu.by/images/2026/02/24/pismo-MO-RB-o-zavershenii-2025-2026-ucheb-goda.docx 

10
 https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W22644607 

https://adu.by/images/2026/02/24/pismo-MO-RB-o-zavershenii-2025-2026-ucheb-goda.docx
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W22644607
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exemptions are provided on medical grounds. Otherwise, the process of concluding the academic 

year will not differ significantly from previous years’ practices. Classes for 9th and 11th graders 

will end on May 25, and for students in all other grades, except 10th grade, on May 29. After that, 

most 9th graders will take four final exams directly at their schools between June 1 and 10. Almost 

all 11th-grade graduates, in turn, will take the Unified State Exam at off-site testing centers on 

May 26 and 29. “Last Bell” celebrations across the country are scheduled for May 23, and 

graduation ceremonies for June 12. As in previous years, graduation ceremonies are primarily 

permitted to be held at general secondary education institutions. Only in isolated cases are they 

permitted to be organized at supplementary education institutions for children and youth or cultural 

institutions. 

Looking at the dates for the 2026 admissions campaign to Belarusian universities, they have not 

undergone significant changes compared to the previous year. As in 2025, admission to higher 

education institutions will take place in several stages. The first stage will involve accepting 

applications from winners of university academic competitions and applicants applying under 

targeted admission programs. This stage will take place from June 27 through July 1-2. The main 

stage of the admissions campaign will begin on July 12, when the remaining applicants will start 

submitting their applications to universities. In the vast majority of cases, the acceptance of 

applications for state-funded spots will continue until July 17, and for fee-paying spots until 

August 1. At the same time, certain preferences remain in place for specific fields of study. In 

particular, for law enforcement and agricultural majors, the application deadlines have been 

extended by several days compared to most other fields. This practice allows applicants, in the 

event they are not admitted to their first-choice program, to quickly resubmit their applications for 

these majors. While such preferences for law enforcement universities reflect the state’s special 

focus on training personnel for law enforcement agencies, in the case of agricultural specialties, 

they are most likely linked to the chronic shortage of applicants that has been observed in this 

sector over the past few years. In this case, extending the application deadlines can be viewed as 

one of the tools the Ministry of Education is using to try to compensate for the shortage of 

applicants in these fields. By early August, the admissions campaign at Belarusian universities 

will be virtually complete. Its final stage will be the acceptance of applications from a small group 

of applicants for paid part-time spots at agricultural universities, which traditionally takes place 

significantly later than the main enrollment period – from November 15 to December 20. Thus, 

the Ministry of Education is fully satisfied with the admissions campaign procedure established in 

2025, which explains the absence of any changes to the application deadlines. At the same time, 

the number of quota-based admissions at universities in 2026 is of interest, and information on 

this will be published later. It should be recalled that during the 2025 admissions campaign, due 

to the high proportion of quota-based admissions for certain majors, particularly medical ones, 

there was heightened excitement among applicants. This heightened excitement in 2025 resulted 

in record-high admission scores, as well as criticism of the admissions process algorithm from 

some members of the public. The universities’ admission plans for 2026 will reveal whether the 

Ministry of Education has learned from last year’s situation, or whether medical specialties will 

once again be treated as de facto quota-based programs with an extended compulsory job by 

distribution. 

3. The renewed focus on psychological safety in Belarus’s education system in light of the 

tragic events in Brest and Minsk. 
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The tragic incidents at schools in Brest11 and Minsk,12 where two high school students took their 

own lives, were the most talked-about events of February. While the official reasons for the 

incident in Minsk were not disclosed, in Brest, according to information from open sources, the 

teenager’s suicide was linked to prolonged bullying by classmates.13 The situation is complicated 

by the fact that, according to available information, a fairly wide circle of people – including family 

members, classmates, and school teachers – were aware of the bullying. Yet no effective measures 

were taken to promptly stop the harassment and protect the teenager. Particular attention was 

drawn to a statement by the school’s deputy director, who claimed in a television report that there 

was no evidence of bullying against the teenager; however, other testimonies cited in the report 

cast doubt on this assertion. The latest cases of suicide among Belarusian school students once 

again raise the question of the effectiveness of the psychological safety system in educational 

institutions. Formally, every school in the country has a school psychologist whose duties include 

working with students to prevent bullying and other forms of harmful interaction in the school 

environment. In practice, however, the work of school psychologists is largely focused on 

maintaining documentation and carrying out various tasks assigned by school administrators. A 

similar situation is observed with homeroom teachers, who are burdened with a large number of 

duties, a significant portion of which are of a formal or administrative nature. The heavy workload 

associated with reporting and organizational tasks limits educators’ ability to interact directly with 

students, which, in essence, should remain one of their key professional responsibilities. As a 

result, many cases of bullying in schools either go unnoticed by teachers or are addressed only 

through formal preventive conversations that are not accompanied by systematic measures to 

resolve the conflict. Under such conditions, the failure to address the problem can lead to serious 

consequences, similar to the tragedy that occurred in Brest. No less remarkable is the reaction of 

pro-government propaganda, which essentially denies the problem of psychological safety in 

schools, places the blame for bullying on the family and the teenager, and, for some reason, cites 

examples of bullying from Polish schools in an attempt to portray Belarusian school education in 

a better light.14 In reality, the system of social, pedagogical, and psychological services (SPPS) in 

Belarusian schools has long been in need of comprehensive reform. In particular, it is necessary 

to significantly reduce the volume of actual paperwork for social educators and educational 

psychologists, as well as to limit the practice of involving SPPS specialists in tasks unrelated to 

their professional duties. Furthermore, it would be advisable to separate the SPPS into a distinct 

unit and reduce its dependence on school administration. This change is necessary due to the risk 

of a conflict of interest: in situations requiring intervention and the transfer of information to other 

authorities, SPPS specialists may face pressure from school administrators, as such incidents 

negatively impact the reputation of educational institutions and their administrations. In addition, 

systematic preparatory work with homeroom teachers is necessary. As part of this, they could 

receive clear protocols from practicing psychology specialists for working with students in 

bullying situations, as well as guidance on which authorities to contact and what response 

mechanisms should be applied in such cases. One practical step could be expanding the “Minsk 

School: Together#NoHurt” project nationwide. Although the project’s actual effectiveness 

 
11

 https://nashaniva.com/ru/388385 

12
 https://news.zerkalo.io/accidents/120575.html 

13
 https://nashaniva.com/ru/388803 

14
 https://t.me/zachisleno1/7687 

https://nashaniva.com/ru/388385
https://news.zerkalo.io/accidents/120575.html
https://nashaniva.com/ru/388803
https://t.me/zachisleno1/7687
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remains a subject of debate, expanding it to the national level could potentially have a positive 

impact on psychological safety in Belarusian schools. 

4. A unified information database will be created in the Belarusian education system. 

In our recent monitoring studies, we have repeatedly noted a trend toward the digitization of 

Belarus’s education system, with manifestations observed at various levels of the system. In 

February, another significant step was taken in this direction: the Council of Ministers of Belarus 

adopted a resolution “On State Automated Information Systems in the Field of Education”.15 

According to the document, several unified databases will be created in the country, covering key 

elements of the education system: students, teachers, educational institutions, gifted youth, 

children with special needs, and other categories. Access to the unified databases will be provided 

to educational institutions via digital keys. Educational institutions will be required to enter all 

information about their activities, students, and teachers into the relevant databases within one 

month of the system’s launch, and then update the data monthly during the first five days of each 

month. As a result, the Ministry of Education will gain permanent access to all key information 

regarding the operations of educational institutions, as well as the ability to use the databases to 

access the electronic personal files of any student or teacher in the country. The creation of unified 

databases may have both positive and negative consequences. Among the positive consequences 

of implementing a unified database system is the ability to integrate services that automate many 

administrative procedures: enrollment in educational institutions, student transfers between 

institutions, obtaining electronic academic transcripts, and other processes. In addition, the 

Ministry of Education will have direct, constant access to up-to-date information on the state of 

the country’s education system, without the need to obtain data indirectly through regional 

education departments and offices. As for the negative consequences, it is worth noting first and 

foremost that maintaining databases – and especially their initial entry – requires significant labor 

costs. A pressing issue is how these responsibilities will be distributed within teaching staff, 

especially in small educational institutions. There is a likelihood that working with the databases 

will become an additional burden on teachers, while compensation for performing these functions 

may be minimal. Another potential danger in Belarus’s current political climate is the possibility 

of increased state control over teaching staff. With full access to unified databases of teaching 

staff, state agencies could significantly simplify the imposition of professional bans on 

“undesirable” teachers. While teachers can currently sometimes circumvent such restrictions by 

moving to other regions or non-state educational institutions, under a unified database, all 

restrictions can be directly recorded in the teacher’s electronic personnel file. Additionally, the 

fact that one of the databases remains non-public and is designated as “for official use only” in the 

Council of Ministers’ resolution raises questions. Given the state’s intensified crackdown on 

dissidents, such databases could contain any information that could potentially be used against 

individual education system employees. 

5. Minimal level of ideologization of Belarusian education in the current academic year. 

As noted above, for the second consecutive month, there has been a trend toward a slowdown in 

the process of ideologizing the news agenda on the Ministry of Education’s information resources. 

This trend is also reflected in the broader context of the functioning of the Belarusian education 

system, where there has also been a slight decrease in the intensity of the ideological component 

in the organization of the educational process at all levels. In February, the process of 

ideologization of the Belarusian education system reached its lowest level of the current academic 

 
15

 https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22600077 

https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22600077
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year, due to a combination of factors discussed in the introduction to this monitoring study. At the 

same time, it should be noted that the observed slowdown in the process of ideologization is likely 

temporary and precedes its traditional intensification during the March-May period. In the spring, 

Belarus marks a number of significant ideological dates, including Constitution Day, the Day of 

Remembrance for the Victims of the Khatyn Tragedy, the Day of Unity of the Peoples of Belarus 

and Russia, State Symbols Day, and Victory Day. Under these conditions, the spring period in the 

education system is traditionally accompanied by a noticeable increase in the number of 

ideological events, and the current year will most likely be no exception. At the same time, it is 

important to emphasize that ideological work continued at all levels of the education system in 

February as well. In particular, preschool institutions traditionally held “Writing About Belarus” 

sessions with the participation of representatives from the prosecutor’s office. In schools and 

colleges, students were involved in the activities of pro-government organizations, and regular 

events were held for them as part of the “Me. My Family. My Homeland” and “School of the 

Active Citizen.” In higher education institutions, the “Youth for Belarus” project continued, under 

which students are told about the country’s achievements and urged to support the existing 

political and economic models. Despite a noticeable decline in the number of such events in 

February, a number of educational institutions still held meetings between students and 

government officials to discuss the significance of the decisions of the All-Belarusian People’s 

Assembly. Finally, in February, we also noted new ideological trends characteristic of Belarusian 

education: 

- Organizing ideological events dedicated to the Soviet-Afghan War. A key focus of the state’s 

ideological activities in the education system in February was the organization of a significant 

number of events at all levels of the education system dedicated to the Soviet-Afghan War, in 

connection with the annual Day of Remembrance for Internationalist Soldiers. Educational 

institutions organized meetings between students and veterans of the war in Afghanistan, as seen 

in the examples of kindergartens in the Khoiniki16 and Pruzhany17 districts; schools in Minsk,18 

Kalinkavichy, Navapolatsk, Svetlahorsk, Babruisk, Baranavichy, Homiel, Dobrush, and Hrodna 

district; colleges in Hrodna,19 Babruisk, Zhlobin, Skidzel, Baranavichy, Ullia, Navapolatsk, 

Kletsk, Mahiliou, Zhodzina; at BNTU,20 BSAA, BSAU, HSU, BelSUT, BrSTU, BSUPhC, 

BSUIR, HSAU, University of Civil Protection of the Ministry of Emergency Situations, and the 

Minsk branch of the Russian State Social University. It is important to note that in most cases, 

such meetings were not accompanied by reflection on the war or a critical assessment of it, but 

rather by an emphasis on describing everyday life under wartime conditions, which can be viewed 

as an element of romanticizing the military experience. In addition to meetings with combat 

veterans, schoolchildren and students were widely encouraged to participate in various rallies and 

events timed to coincide with relevant ideological dates. Examples of such activities can be seen 

in kindergartens in Lida,21 Berazino, and Pruzhany; in schools in Minsk,22 Rahachou, Shchuchyn, 

Beshenkovichy, Maladzechna, and Baranavichy districts; in colleges in Homiel,23 Hantsavichy, 

 
16

 https://t.me/doshmir1/21045 

17
 https://t.me/doshkolnik_Pruzhany/24335 

18
 https://t.me/LiceiBNTU/2566 

19
 https://ggkttd.by/vstrecha-s-voinom-internacionalistom-borsyakom-anatoliem-nikolaevichem.html 

20
 https://t.me/bntuby/18058 

21
 https://t.me/obrazovanie_Lida/105960 

22
 https://t.me/LyceumBSU/4855 

23
 https://t.me/uoggpls/5213 

https://t.me/doshmir1/21045
https://t.me/doshkolnik_Pruzhany/24335
https://t.me/LiceiBNTU/2566
https://ggkttd.by/vstrecha-s-voinom-internacionalistom-borsyakom-anatoliem-nikolaevichem.html
https://t.me/bntuby/18058
https://t.me/obrazovanie_Lida/105960
https://t.me/LyceumBSU/4855
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Salihorsk, Khoiniki, Zhitkavichy, Mahiliou, and Pinsk; at BTEU,24 PSU, BarSU, MITSO, and 

BSEU. Over the past few years, the topic of the Soviet-Afghan War has become mandatory in 

Belarus’s educational system, and every February is marked by a large number of events dedicated 

to this issue. However, references to the Soviet-Afghan War are largely temporary within the 

academic calendar. As a rule, attention to this topic suddenly appears in February and then just as 

abruptly disappears for the entire academic year. 

- Temporary promotion of the Belarusian language in the education system. One of the notable 

phenomena of February was the increased attention from government agencies to the use of the 

Belarusian language, which can be attributed to the celebration of International Mother Language 

Day at the end of the month. In the second half of February, events aimed at promoting the 

Belarusian language were held at all levels of the Belarusian education system, which can be 

viewed as a positive ideological trend in the country’s educational environment. In particular, 

events dedicated to promoting the Belarusian language were organized in preschool institutions in 

Lida,25 Minsk, Rechytsa, Maladzechna, Drybin, Brest, Slutsk,26 and Hrodna and Drahichyn 

districts; schools in Baranavichy,27 Rechytsa, and Beshenkovichy, Svislach, Shklou, and Dyibin 

districts; colleges in Minsk,28 Homiel, Rechytsa, Zhlobin, Hrodna, Baranavichy, Pinsk, Orsha, 

Polatsk, Kletsk, Barysau, and Cherykau; at BelSUT,29 VSAVM, BrSU. In addition, on February 

20, a national dictation in the Belarusian language was held in Belarus, and schools in Minsk,30 

Vetka, Drahichyn, Svetlahorsk, Svislach, Hrodna, Asipovichy, and Maladzechna districts joined 

this event; colleges in Minsk,31 Khoiniki, Hrodna, Vileika, and Mahiliou; HrSMU,32 HSTU, 

PalesSU, BSU, Baranavichy State University, MITSO, and many other educational institutions. 

However, it should be noted that a trend toward promoting the Belarusian language in the second 

half of February has been observed in the education system in previous years as well. After the 

end of February, activity in this area generally declines, and educational institutions return to the 

usual practice of widespread use of the Russian language. A similar scenario is expected in 2026, 

although it is worth noting that, compared to previous years, some educational institutions 

regularly participate in the “Every Friday – Native, Ours” campaign, which contributes to greater 

use of the Belarusian language in education. Nevertheless, this is insufficient to speak of a targeted 

state policy aimed at systematically expanding the use of the Belarusian language in the 

educational environment. The February surge in activity primarily serves the purposes of preparing 

reporting documents and creating ideologically appealing media materials. In this regard, a notable 

incident occurred in Karma, where students at one of the secondary schools were unable to 

translate any of the proposed Belarusian words into Russian.33 This incident seems logical given 

the systematic disregard of the Belarusian language in educational practice by state institutions. 

Yet even against the backdrop of such news, the leadership of the Ministry of Education does not 

view the current status of the Belarusian language in the education system as problematic. 
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According to Deputy Minister of Education Aliaksandr Kadlubai,34 children study Belarusian 

language and literature on par with Russian. However, this fails to take into account that more than 

90% of school students and kindergarten children are taught exclusively in Russian the rest of the 

time, which effectively turns the Belarusian language into a foreign language for most children in 

Belarus. 

- The incorporation of an ideological component into daily activities. Despite the relatively slow 

pace of the ideologization of the educational process in February, the Belarusian education system 

continued to show a consistent trend toward incorporating an ideological component into daily 

activities. This practice was systematic in nature and could be observed at all levels of education. 

One example is a seminar held for physical education supervisors at a preschool in the capital. 

During the event, participants were shown the facilities of the swimming pool; young children 

were involved in the demonstration, participating in performances and competitive activities using 

official symbols.35 Another telling example was recorded at a preschool in Barysau. As part of 

organized efforts, staff were tasked not only with clearing snow from the grounds but also with 

forming the phrase “I Love Belarus” out of snow in the colors of the official symbols.36 At the 

school and college level, attempts were made during the period in question to actively promote 

state media among school students. While individual local events held in Minsk37 and Maryina 

Horka38 did not appear to be anything new, a more notable case of the subtle dissemination of the 

pro-government agenda was the mass meetings of students from the capital’s schools39 and 

colleges40 with popular bloggers, which took place at the Youth Center. During these meetings, 

the speakers did not limit themselves to discussing their personal experiences of gaining popularity 

and offering advice on developing blogs, but also promoted the use of state-run media as the 

primary and most reliable source of information. Separate ideological events were also organized 

for college faculty. For example, in Minsk, college staff attended an organized presentation of a 

book by Ihar Marzalyuk, a member of parliament and pro-government historian, which is 

dedicated to the activities of Belarusian collaborationist units during World War II.41 However, 

both the book’s content and its design clearly indicate that the author’s goal was not only to expose 

Belarusian collaborators but also to foster a negative attitude toward Belarusian national symbols, 

which are effectively banned in modern Belarus. In Brest, Deputy Minister of Education Ekaterina 

Petrutskaya met with the leadership of the region’s colleges and called for intensified efforts to 

promote pro-government ideology among students.42 A similar situation was observed at the 

higher education level, where staff were involved in the process of instilling pro-government 

ideology. For example, at VSU, university staff attended courses on the topic “Educational and 

Ideological Work in Educational Institutions: Modern Challenges and Solutions”,43 while at GrSU, 
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staff members themselves trained employees of other organizations on mechanisms for using AI 

technologies in the process of organizing ideological work.44 

- A significant increase in the number of events aimed at intimidating young people. Various events 

designed to intimidate young people have become a routine part of ideological work in Belarus’s 

education system. However, in February, their number increased significantly compared to 

previous months, particularly at the college level. The most prominent form of such activities has 

been speeches by representatives of law enforcement agencies at educational institutions, during 

which students were told that interacting with so-called “extremist” resources and organizations 

is unacceptable. It should be noted that in modern Belarus, virtually all independent media and 

opposition initiatives officially have the status of “extremist,” creating a situation in which young 

people are effectively threatened for attempting to obtain information from alternative sources or 

participate in the activities of opposition groups. Examples of such events can be seen in colleges 

in Minsk,45 Barysau, Stolin, Mazyr, and Homiel. Equally common has become taking young 

people on field trips to various closed-type institutions, where students are shown the conditions 

in which prisoners are held. Although such events are officially referred to as crime prevention, in 

practice they may primarily contribute to fostering a sense of anxiety and fear among young 

people, intensifying the emotional impact of what they witness in detention centers and other 

closed facilities. In February, such visits were organized for college students from Novaya Mysh,46 

Ivatsevichy, Homiel, and Minsk. Also in February, a record number of cases were recorded in 

which school and college students were brought to observe various court hearings; examples of 

this can be seen in Minsk,47 Vaukavysk, Homiel, Babruisk, Brest, Hantsavichy, Niasvizh, and 

Hrodna. 

- Intensification of propaganda efforts among young people aimed at fostering an attitude toward 

early marriage and childbirth. Another notable ideological trend in February was the increase in 

the number of events designed to convince young people of the necessity of starting families and 

having children early. Similar initiatives were carried out in previous years, but in 2026, their 

number is expected to increase significantly, which is linked to the observance in Belarus of the 

so-called “Year of the Belarusian Woman,” as well as to the current demographic situation and 

the declining birth rate in Belarus. Local events on this topic took place in February at colleges in 

Hrodna,48 Minsk,49 Zhlobin,50 and Navapolatsk,51 but they were held on an even larger scale at 

universities. Local discussions with students on the topic of family relationships took place at 

VSTU,52 the Minsk branch of REU,53 University of Civil Protection of the Ministry of Emergency 

Situations,54 and HSAU,55 and in mid-February, students from many universities in the capital 

were organized into groups and taken to meetings as part of the project “Being a Mom Is Cool! 
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Being a Dad Is Cool!” Pro-government activists, officials, and Orthodox priests served as speakers 

at these events, attempting to convince young people from the BSU Lyceum,56 the BSU Law 

College,57 BSU, BNTU, BSEU, BSTU, BSPU, BSUIA, and other educational institutions in the 

capital that children should be born as early as possible. 

6. A sharp intensification of the process of militarization at all levels of Belarusian education. 

While the first months of 2026 showed a trend toward a temporary slowdown in the process of 

ideologization of Belarusian education, with February becoming the least ideologized month of 

the 2025/2026 academic year, the process of militarization developed in the opposite direction. As 

in previous years, February was marked by a sharp increase in the number of militarized events in 

Belarusian education, linked to the celebration of the so-called Day of Defenders of the Fatherland 

and the Armed Forces. In this context, the growth of the militarized component in the educational 

process was entirely expected, and, as practice has shown, these expectations were fully realized. 

Throughout the month, militarized events were held regularly at all levels of the Belarusian 

education system. Among them, the following areas can be highlighted: 

- A massive campaign aimed at fostering a positive image of law enforcement agencies and 

encouraging young people to join the military. February saw a record number of such promotional 

events in Belarus’s education system. First, representatives of law enforcement agencies 

conducted active career guidance work, as seen in schools in Minsk,58 Homiel, Svislach, Karma, 

Mazyr, Babruisk, Navapolatsk, Ashmiany, Biaroza, Asipovichy, and Lida districts; colleges in 

Babruisk,59 Kletsk, Vitsiebsk, Novaya Mysh, Zhlobin, Homiel, Zhodzina, Dziarzhynsk, Iuye, 

Baranavichy, Chachersk, Minsk, and Salihorsk; and universities in Mahiliou,60 Polatsk, and 

Minsk. For the first time in a very long time, there was a fairly high level of activity by law 

enforcement agencies in preschool educational institutions, where they also attempted to show 

children the benefits of serving in law enforcement. For example, such meetings took place in 

Baranavichy,61 Loyeu,62 Ivanava,63 Maladzechna, 64 and Hrodna district.65 Another form of 

propaganda work with students involved making them watch the new film by propagandist Ryhor 

Azaronak, “The Soul of a Defender.” The film is dedicated to Belarus’s security forces and 

portrays their service and actions exclusively in a positive light, including in its coverage of the 

suppression of the 2020 peaceful protests. The film’s aim is to foster a positive image of the 

security forces among young people and encourage them to enlist in the army and other security 

agencies. The results of the monitoring study show that school and university students across the 

country were systematically organized to watch the film “The Soul of a Defender.” Moreover, the 

scale of this participation significantly exceeds the figures from the fall of 2025, when the 

education system ensured attendance at screenings of other new Belarusian ideological films. In 

particular, instances of young people watching the film have been recorded in schools in Minsk,66 
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Homiel, Slutsk, Navapolatsk, Hrodna, Babruisk, Drybin, Shklou, Drahichyn, Maladzechna, 

Svislach, Rechytsa, and Hantsavichy, Ashmiany, Smarhon, Vetka, Svetlahorsk, and Petrykau 

districts; at colleges in Mahiliou,67 Zhlobin, Homiel, Zhodzina, Rechytsa, Hrodna, Slutsk, 

Volozhin, Vidzy, Minsk, Vitsiebsk, Ivatsevichy, Brest, Navahrudak, Mazyr, Zhytkavichy, 

Chyrvony Berah, Pinsk, Dziarzhynsk; at universities in Mahiliou,68 Hrodna, Vitsiebsk, Brest, 

Minsk, Mazyr, Homiel, Pinsk, and Baranavichy. As can be seen, in many cases the film screenings 

were accompanied by propaganda lectures by security forces, as well as demonstrations of 

weapons and special equipment to young people. Another form of mass propaganda aimed at 

encouraging young people to join the army was the holding, at the end of the month, of a Unified 

Information Day on the topic “The Defensive Power of the Belarusian Army and Patriotism in 

Modern Conditions.” Speakers at these events were often military personnel, and while at the 

kindergarten and school levels, these events were held primarily for educators, in colleges and 

universities, young people were also massively drawn in to listen to the propaganda, as can be 

seen in the examples of colleges in Liakhavichy,69 Chyrvony Berah, Pinsk, Novaya Mysh, Homiel, 

Minsk, Polatsk, as well as the Homiel State Agricultural University,70 Homiel State University,71 

Brest State University, BrSTU, Brest State Pedagogical University. 

- Regular weapon demonstrations in the Belarusian education system. An important component 

of many of the aforementioned propaganda events has been the open display of weapons to 

students. Given the overall increase in the number of militarized events, it can be stated that 

February 2026 was a record month for the number of instances of weapons being present in 

educational institutions. For example, weapons and special equipment were actively displayed 

during career guidance events, as seen in schools in Minsk,72 Brahin,73 Vetka,74 Rahachou, 

Zhlobin, Smaliavichy, Krupki, Baranavichy, Stariya Darohi, Dziarzhynsk, Horki, Liozno, 

Maladzechna, Homiel, Stoubtsy, and Asipovichy districts; and colleges in Hrodna,75 Zhlobin, 

Mazyr, and Homiel. In Stariya Darohi, a serviceman demonstrated weapons to school students 

during the Unified Information Day.76 Weapons demonstrations for students also took place during 

traditional trips by young people to military units and other branches of law enforcement agencies. 

In February, there were significantly more such trips compared to previous months, and examples 

of them can be seen in schools in Minsk,77 Niasvizh,78 and in Asipovichy, Babruisk, Hantsavichy, 

Lyuban, Dokshytsy, Stolin, and Hlybokaye districts; at colleges in Maladzechna,79 Hrodna, 

Polatsk, Orsha, Vitsiebsk, Novaya Mysh, Mazyr, Homiel, Baranavichy, Kletsk, Pinsk, and Minsk. 

Weapons demonstrations for students were also held as part of meetings with veterans of the 

Soviet-Afghan War, which directly indicates the entertainment-oriented and even pro-military 
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nature of such events. In particular, meetings with veterans in this format took place with the 

participation of school students from Minsk80 and Drahichyn,81 college students82 and university 

students83 from Minsk. To mark the anniversary of the withdrawal of Soviet troops from 

Afghanistan, military personnel from Maryina Gorka visited one of the schools in the Pukhovichi 

District and organized a weapons exhibition at the educational institution.84 We would like to 

mention a separate incident in Ivanava, where, in honor of the end of the Soviet-Afghan War, an 

Orthodox priest demonstrated weapons to local school students and spoke about his experience 

participating in combat operations.85 As noted above, weapons were displayed to students during 

trips to movie theaters to watch the film “The Soul of a Defender,” as well as during Unified 

Information Days at certain educational institutions. Additionally, weapons were displayed to 

students during other events. For example, at one of the schools in Navapolatsk, in honor of 

Defenders of the Fatherland and Armed Forces Day, a special photo zone was set up where two 

students held mock assault rifles and took photos with other school students and teachers.86 An 

equally telling incident occurred in the Homiel district, where representatives of various 

paramilitary organizations demonstrated and handed weapons to children with special needs.87 As 

with the holding of propaganda events, the use of weapons and special equipment did not bypass 

preschool institutions either. In Hrodna,88 security forces handed batons and assault rifles to 

children, and in Slutsk, weapons were demonstrated to children during a meeting with students 

from the Minsk Regional Cadet School.89 Young children’s interaction with weapons was also 

noted during their visits to various militarized structures. For example, in Slutsk,90 children were 

photographed with a machine gun during a visit to the 30th Separate Railway Brigade, and in 

Navapolatsk,91 children were allowed to touch an assault rifle during a visit to the local Center for 

Military-Patriotic Education. 

- The widespread organization of various military-style games and tournaments within the 

education system. Another aspect of the militarization of Belarusian education in February was 

the holding of a vast number of various militarized competitions, a phenomenon that was 

particularly evident at the end of the month in connection with the celebration of Defenders of the 

Fatherland and Armed Forces Day. As with all other aspects of militarization, militarized games 

were held even in preschool educational institutions. In most cases, kindergarten staff managed to 

avoid the military theme, and competitions among children were conducted more as a sports and 

family festival. However, there were also many instances where young children were deliberately 

dressed in military uniforms, thereby introducing elements of military education. We have 
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documented such cases in preschools in Polatsk,92 Hantsavichy,93 Berazino,94 Petrykau,95 and 

Karma.96 Staff at one of the kindergartens in the Homiel district not only dressed the children in 

military uniforms in honor of the holiday but also created a special military corner with toy models 

of military equipment.97 In Slonim, during a game in honor of Defenders of the Fatherland and 

Armed Forces Day, children were made to wear military-style caps and berets and wave 

homemade signal flags in the colors of the official symbols.98 At the school level, a series of 

militarized tournaments took place among military-patriotic clubs. Local shooting tournaments 

were held at the “Zashchitnik”,99 “Doblest”,100 and “Granit”101 clubs. Regional gatherings and 

tournaments among military-patriotic clubs were held in Minsk,102 Shchuchyn,103 Biaroza,104 and 

Hlybokaye105 districts. Various military-style games and tournaments were also held on a large 

scale with the participation of school and university students who are not involved in the activities 

of military-patriotic clubs. Examples of February military-style events can be seen in schools in 

Minsk,106 Homiel, Shchuchyn, Hrodna, Navapolatsk, Dokshytsy, Petrykau, Lida,107 Hlybokaye, 

Salihorsk, Smaliavichy, Krupki, Stolin, Lyuban, Mazyr, and Asipovichy districts; colleges in 

Babruisk,108 Cherykau,109 Zhodzina, Vaukavysk, Brest, Zhlobin, Vitsiebsk, Minsk, and 

Maladzechna; HSTU110 and the Academy of Public Administration.111 The national military-style 

tournament “Challenge” continued: in February, regional qualifying competitions were held 

among school students from the Minsk112 and Mogilev113 regions. The launch of a new project at 

the Belarusian State Aviation Academy114 demonstrates the continuation of the state’s policy to 

strengthen the military component in the education system. As part of this initiative, school 

students in Minsk are invited to take courses on operating unmanned aerial vehicles. One of the 

project’s objectives is to train potential specialists for military structures. Given the high cost of 

the equipment, establishing such clubs on a large scale within schools appears difficult, which 

explains the shift of training to external venues. Previously, DOSAAF structures served as such 
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venues; however, the launch of the project at the Belarusian State Aviation Academy indicates an 

expansion of their network. 

- A noticeable increase in the number of military-patriotic clubs. Another trend in militarization 

in February was the opening of new military-patriotic clubs at various levels of the Belarusian 

education system. A similar practice was observed in previous years, when new clubs were opened 

on the eve of Defenders of the Fatherland Day and Armed Forces Day. However, a key feature of 

this year was a shift in focus toward the college level, whereas previously such initiatives were 

primarily implemented in schools. Throughout February, new military-patriotic clubs were opened 

at colleges in Pinsk,115 Orsha,116 Zhlobin,117 Berazino, and Valozhyn.118 The opening of these new 

clubs will contribute to the increased militarization of the educational process at the 

aforementioned colleges. However, it is also important to note that all vocational and technical 

education institutions were required to establish military-patriotic clubs by January 1, 2026. The 

opening of new clubs in February indicates a failure to meet the plan and points to the education 

system’s limited capacity to implement the ideological objectives set forth without taking into 

account actual conditions on the ground. In addition to colleges, new military-patriotic clubs have 

also opened at other levels of education. Particularly noteworthy is the opening of the “Vershina” 

military-patriotic club at BSUCA.119 First, higher education remains relatively underrepresented 

in both the broader processes of militarization and the development of the network of military-

patriotic clubs in particular; therefore, the emergence of each new club at a university is a 

significant event. Second, the new club will operate in cooperation with the capital’s OMON unit, 

which allows it to be viewed as a potential model for the development of similar initiatives at other 

universities. Given the specialized nature of BSUCA, the majority of the new club’s members are 

women, which further indicates the pervasive nature of the militarization process in Belarus’s 

education system. 

7. The persistence of Belarus’s isolation in the sphere of international educational 

cooperation. 

In February, the network of international educational contacts remained generally typical of the 

Belarusian education system. In particular, Belarusian educational institutions and organizations 

participated in joint events with partners from Armenia, Venezuela, Vietnam, Kazakhstan, China, 

Cuba, the Maldives, Myanmar, Palestine, Russia, Turkey, Uzbekistan, and Sri Lanka. 

Traditionally, the closest cooperation has been maintained with Russia and China, while among 

other areas, a noticeable intensification of interaction with Uzbekistan can be noted. Following a 

brief intensification of Belarus’s educational cooperation with Western European countries in 

January, the results of the February monitoring study indicate that it has once again been 

suspended. A notable event of the month was the meeting between Belarus’s First Deputy Minister 

of Education, Aliaksandr Bakhanovich, and the Palestinian ambassador, during which areas of 

educational cooperation were discussed, including the training of Palestinian residents at 

Belarusian educational institutions.120 Once again recently, under the guise of an international 

event, Belarusian students and school students were drawn into what was effectively political 
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activity. For instance, the National Library of Belarus hosted a joint event with the Venezuelan 

Embassy in Belarus, attended by school students from the capital,121 as well as students from the 

BSATU122 and the BSUCA.123 Although the event was officially timed to coincide with the 29th 

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries, its content 

indicates the involvement of the education system in a campaign to support former Venezuelan 

leader Nicolás Maduro. 

The number and nature of Belarus’s educational ties with other countries indicate that the 

Belarusian education system remains isolated. Moreover, the highlight of the month was the 

“Education and Career” fair held in Minsk, which is one of the largest career guidance events of 

the year for high school graduates. For the fourth consecutive year, the exhibition featured 

exclusively Belarusian and Russian educational institutions,124 whereas prior to the events of 2020-

2022, the exhibition welcomed representatives from various countries, providing Belarusian youth 

with the opportunity to chart individual educational paths by leveraging the resources of different 

educational systems. It is noteworthy that even educational institutions from China were absent 

from the fair, despite the active development of Belarusian-Chinese cooperation in the field of 

education. Thus, the “Education and Career” fair serves as an important indicator confirming the 

continued isolation of the Belarusian education system. At the same time, the intensifying efforts 

of Russian educational institutions to engage with Belarusian applicants are cause for concern, as 

this could lead to an increase in the number of students from Belarus enrolling in Russian 

universities under conditions of isolation. The authorities’ ongoing efforts to create a negative 

image of European education also contribute to the isolation of Belarusian youth. In February, the 

television channel “Belarus 4. Mahiliou” aired a propaganda segment125 aimed at intimidating 

students with the consequences of studying at the European Humanities University (EUH). 

According to the report, EHU will soon be recognized as an “extremist organization,” which will 

automatically lead to the persecution of all students and university staff in Belarus. At the same 

time, the propagandists explicitly point to the political motivation behind the legal proceedings, 

linking them to the graduates’ participation in the 2020 protests. Additionally, the report highlights 

the alleged shortcomings of life in Lithuania and the low quality of education at EHU, which is 

intended to persuade young people to choose Belarusian universities for further study. It should 

be recalled that as early as mid-September, the Prosecutor General submitted a request to the 

Supreme Court of Belarus to recognize the European Humanities University (EHU) as an 

“extremist organization”,126 but as of February 2026, a court decision has not yet been issued. We 

anticipate that the recognition of EHU as an “extremist organization” may occur in the coming 

months, before the start of the admissions campaign, which will create additional obstacles for the 

university’s recruitment of new students. Under the status of an “extremist organization,” studying 

at EHU will become risky for young people, which means that one of the significant opportunities 

for Belarusian youth to receive an education at European universities will be closed off, which, in 

turn, will increase the flow of students heading to Russia to study. 
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8. A sharp increase in the number of events with pro-war and propaganda themes. An 

increase in propaganda about the “special military operation” in communications targeting 

the Belarusian audience. 

February was the busiest month for pro-Russian organizations in terms of promoting Russian 

narratives about the war against Ukraine to the Belarusian audience. From May 2025 through 

January 2026, at least 20 film screenings were recorded at Russian House venues in Belarus, all 

of which depicted Russia’s war against Ukraine in one way or another, featuring exclusively pro-

Russian narratives regarding the causes and course of the war. In February 2026, there were at 

least 13 such screenings at Russian House venues in Brest, Homiel, Hrodna, and Minsk. The 

number of films being shown has also increased. Previously, we noted that one or two films might 

be screened across all regional branches of the Russian Houses. Now, the number of such films 

has more than doubled, as has the number of screenings, which has risen to 2-3 per month at each 

venue. 

One of the reasons for this sharp increase was the timing itself. February marked the fourth 

anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Traditionally, February in Belarus includes 

the Day of Remembrance for Internationalist Soldiers (February 15) as well as the Day of 

Defenders of the Fatherland and the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus. These dates are 

traditionally of a pro-military nature and, in this case, were used as an additional pretext to hold a 

large number of propaganda events on the topic of the so-called “Special Military Operation.”  

- Film screenings on the topic of the “Special Military Operation” and Russia’s war against 

Ukraine. 

On February 5, the Russian House in Minsk hosted a screening of the documentary “Cultural 

Front.” Produced by the propaganda outlet RT Documentary, “Cultural Front” was released in 

2022. Among its creators was war correspondent Ruslan Gusarov. As the organizers stated, 

“together with the film’s protagonists, they traveled to the front lines to see life in the ‘special 

military operation’ zone with their own eyes”.127 On February 12, the Russian House in Minsk 

will host a screening of another documentary produced by RT Documentary, “Maksim Fadeev: 

Thoughts of a War Chronicler.” The film is described as a story about the “legend of modern 

military documentary filmmaking.” “No one films the fighting in Donbas from such a close 

distance”.128 On February 19, the Russian House in Minsk hosted a screening of the RT 

Documentary film “On the Tip of the Spear”129 about events in the occupied Donbas. On February 

23, the Russian House in Minsk hosted a screening of the documentary “Call Sign ‘Bukhanka’”.130 

This film was also shown at the Russian House in Homiel and the Russian House in Brest.131 

Students from educational institutions in the Homiel region attended the screenings there. After 

the screening, the students took part in a discussion of the film.132 On February 25, the feature film 

“Call Sign ‘Passenger’” about the events in Donbas in 2015 was screened at the Russian House in 

Minsk.133 Notably, the screening featured a speech by Dmitry Belik, a State Duma deputy from 

the city of Sevastopol who played a direct role in the events surrounding the annexation of Crimea 
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by the Russian Federation, to the guests.134 On February 26, the Russian House in Minsk hosted a 

screening of the RT Documentary film “SMO. No One But Us.”135 This propaganda film focuses 

on the Russian Airborne Forces and the events unfolding near the village of Chasov Yar in the 

Ukraine. The film also discusses “the nature of the fighting, the training of foreign mercenaries 

within the ranks of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, and new UAV developments.” On February 4, 

the Russian House in Brest hosted a screening of the film “The Force.”136 This film depicts the 

logistical support provided to Russian troops on the front lines in the war against Ukraine. On 

February 27, the Russian House in Homiel hosted a screening of the film “Donbass: The Path to 

Peace”137 as part of the “Afisha” film club. The screening was organized for students of the 

Construction College.138  

On February 24, the Russian House in Hrodna will host a screening of the film “AIDAR: 

CONCENTRATION CAMP OF THE 21ST CENTURY” featuring the author, journalist, and 

political commentator for the “Hrodna” Television and Radio Company139 Katsiaryna 

Starchava.140 Gavriil Mamontov, Counselor at the Consulate General of Russia in Hrodna; Yulia 

Semenchenko, Director of the Russian House in Hrodna; and Aliaksandr Radyonau,141 Chairman 

of the Hrodna City Organization of the Belarusian Union of Officers, addressed the event 

participants with welcoming remarks. It is noteworthy that the main audience for the film 

screening consisted of students – future journalists.142  

- Other forms of promoting Russian narratives about the war against Ukraine 

In addition to mass screenings of documentary and feature films, other forms of promoting a pro-

Russian perspective on the war in Ukraine were presented at Rossotrudnichestvo’s venues and on 

its social media platforms in Belarus. 

At the Russian House in Minsk, as part of the cultural project “Inner Compass” marking the 

anniversary of the start of Russia’s war against Ukraine, a concert program titled “Black Road. 

Donbas”143 was held, featuring musical compositions set to the poems of Donbas poets.144  

On the eve of Defender of the Fatherland Day and the anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion 

of Ukraine, the Russian House in Brest hosted the exhibition “Faces of Heroes”.145 This is an 

exhibition of portraits of Russian soldiers fighting and killed in Ukraine.146  

Another form of engagement in pro-war activities was the collection of care packages for Russian 

soldiers stationed in the Ukraine, organized at the Russian House in Hrodna.147  

Analyzing the events of February, we can observe a well-established and sustained promotion of 

the pro-Russian agenda and narratives regarding the war in Ukraine. As we can see, the frequency 
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of such events may increase. Through exhibitions, films, and concerts, the topic of war is being 

normalized, and pro-Russian narratives are gradually taking root in the information space. It can 

be said that while such events were previously more informational in nature, formats are now 

emerging that engage the audience more deeply (discussions, debates before or after events, etc.).  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


