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The last months of 2025 demonstrated not only the preservation but also the further strengthening
of the process of ideologization of the Belarusian education system. Along with traditional
ideological activities implemented at all levels of education, new practices have emerged,
including ideological meetings dedicated to the importance of the decisions of the next session of
the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly (VNS), the expansion of the pro-government movement
Belaya Rus’ in the educational process, as well as the integration of ideological components into
events on neutral topics. At the same time, the events of December 2025 demonstrated a certain
slowdown in the pace of militarization of the Belarusian education system, especially against the
backdrop of October-November indicators. The decline in militarized activity in December-
January is traditional and, as a rule, precedes a sharp intensification of the militarization process
in February. It should also be noted that the process of ideologization of Belarusian education is
likely to slow down in January. Unlike the beginning of 2024 and 2025, no significant political
events are expected in Belarus during the period under review that would require the active
involvement of the education system in broadcasting pro-government narratives among young
people. In addition, seasonal factors contribute to the decline in the intensity of ideological work:
in January, schools are on vacation, and higher education institutions traditionally hold exam
sessions. All these factors suggest that the results of the current monitoring study will show the
lowest intensity of ideologization and militarization in the Belarusian education system since
August 2025.

As usual, we review an analysis of the information policy of the official resources of the Belarusian
Ministry of Education. In January, the number of ideologically oriented news items on the
ministry's resources predictably decreased, as the December increase in activity was directly due
to the meeting of the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly. In January, 26 news items were published
on the official website of the Ministry of Education,' of which 4 (19%) were ideological in nature.
During the same period, 198 publications were posted on the ministry's official Telegram channel,?
of which 53 (27%) had a pronounced ideological component. Thus, the overall indicator of the
ideologization of the Ministry of Education's news policy did indeed decrease and amounted to
26%. At the same time, even in the absence of significant ideological reasons, every fourth
publication of the ministry has an ideological focus, which is one of the signs of the high degree
of ideologization of the Belarusian education system.

Summarizing the results of the monitoring study, the following key trends and phenomena
characteristic of the Belarusian education system in January can be identified:

1. The negative impact of the demographic crisis on the Belarusian education system.

In early January, the National Statistical Committee released current statistics on the state of the
Belarusian education system.? Analysis of the data showed a further intensification of crisis trends
in the education system, primarily due to the unfavorable demographic situation in the country.
This primarily concerns preschool education, where in recent years there has been a steady trend
towards a significant reduction in the number of institutions, as well as the number of children and
teaching staff in them. Over the past year, 68 preschool institutions have ceased operations in
Belarus, the number of children in kindergartens has decreased by more than 17,000, and the
number of teaching staff has decreased by almost 800. This situation is due to the decline in the
birth rate in the country, and in the coming years, the level of preschool education is expected to
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further decline in all possible indicators. For the second year in a row, the demographic crisis in
Belarus is also reflected at the level of school education. Although initial data from the National
Statistical Committee estimated the number of school students in Belarus at 1.1 million, revised
statistics* showed that the actual number of students is 40,000 fewer. Thus, over the course of a
year, the number of school students in Belarus has decreased by 20,000, which is explained by a
decrease in enrollment in first grades compared to previous years. This trend will be characteristic
of school education for a long time, and there are no signs of it changing in the next five years. At
the same time, negative trends unrelated to the demographic crisis persist in the Belarusian school
education system. Despite numerous publications in the pro-government media about the opening
of new schools, the total number of general secondary education institutions in Belarus has
decreased again. In addition, the number of teaching staff in schools has also decreased: over the
course of a year, Belarusian education has lost more than 4,000 teachers. The situation is more
positive in colleges, both at the vocational and secondary specialized education levels. Over the
year, the number of such educational institutions has remained virtually unchanged, while the
number of students in all types of colleges has increased: by almost 4,000 in vocational education
institutions and by about 3,500 in secondary specialized education institutions. In recent years, the
Ministry of Education has been implementing a targeted policy to reorient teenagers towards
enrolling in colleges, and these measures are already beginning to bear fruit. The consequences of
the demographic crisis in Belarus have not yet reached colleges, so further growth in the number
of students at these levels of education is predicted in the near future. The number of students in
higher education institutions in Belarus has also increased by about 5,000. The main reason for
this growth is the increase in the number of school and college graduates in the country. At the
same time, other factors also influence the growth in student numbers: the influx of foreign citizens
to study at Belarusian universities, as well as a reduction in the outflow of Belarusian youth to
higher education institutions in European countries.

2. The goals of state policy in the field of education for the next five years have been defined.
In January, the content of the state program "Intellectual Belarus"> was officially published. It
covers the period from 2026 to 2030 and defines the key guidelines and objectives of state policy
in the field of education for the specified period. The program includes three key elements covering
all levels of the Belarusian education system: "Kindergarten and School - Territory of Success,"
"Children and Youth - the Future of Belarus," and "Professional Personnel." The total funding for
the program is about 6.4 billion Belarusian rubles. It should be noted that the entire document is
permeated with the idea that Belarusian education has undergone exclusively positive changes in
recent years, while all negative phenomena have simply been ignored. A striking illustration of
this approach is the emphasis on the fact that in January 2024, 10 Belarusian universities were
included in the TOP 5000 universities in the world according to the Webometrics ranking, but by
the time the state program was approved, only 8 universities remained in the top 5000, and the
leading national university, BSU, had lost many positions over the last five years and dropped out
of the top 1,000.° The program also fails to mention that over the last five years, Belarusian
universities have shown a steady negative trend in other key international rankings. The disregard
for systemic problems in the education sector is also reflected in the formulation of the program's
objectives: a significant number of them are vague and lack ambition (the target indicators are set
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to grow by no more than 5% from the baseline). The international aspect of the program is
extremely limited and is effectively reduced to a single target indicator: increasing the
effectiveness of school students' participation in international Olympiads to 90%. At the same
time, in the previous period, this indicator was 85%, which indicates a very small increase in the
planned indicators. In addition, an important feature is the inclusion by the Ministry of Education
in the list of "international" Olympiads of a number of events with a limited number of
participating countries, which can hardly be considered authoritative at the global level. Among
the truly significant targets for the development of the Belarusian education system until 2030, the
following can be highlighted: increasing the proportion of students entering colleges after
completing the 9th grade to 50%; launching a digital state environment for schools with the
introduction of electronic journals and diaries; doubling the proportion of children aged 6 to 18
attending technical clubs and circles; creating an advanced educational center at Belarusian State
University; tripling the proportion of colleges supplied with modern teaching aids. The authorities
are also paying attention to the further ideologization of the education system. As part of the
program, it is planned to increase the proportion of young people participating in various forms of
public, political, economic, social, and cultural life from 86% to 96% over five years, which
indicates an intensification of propaganda work by pro-government movements and associations
at all levels of the Belarusian education system. In conclusion, it should be noted that a slight
increase in the target indicators will undoubtedly facilitate the work of officials, thanks to which
most of the planned results will be achieved. At the same time, the disregard for existing problems
in the education system and the almost complete absence of international benchmarks in the targets
indicate that by 2030, Belarusian education will still have many unresolved and chronic problems
that will directly affect its quality.

3. Decisions and statements aimed at further digitization of procedures in the field of
education.

Throughout 2025, there was a steady trend towards the digitization of processes and procedures in
the Belarusian education system, and in January, several events took place that contributed to its
further development and strengthening. First, the unified portal of electronic services "E-Pasluha"
provided Belarusian residents with the opportunity to remotely enroll their children in
kindergartens.” Second, Dmitry Mironov, director of the Republican Institute for Knowledge
Control (RIKZ), announced plans to launch a paid distance learning program in September-
October 2026 to prepare school students for centralized exams (CE) and centralized testing (CT).
Finally, as already noted, the "Intellectual Belarus" program for 2026-2030 included a provision
on the creation of a state digital environment for schools, providing for the introduction of a unified
electronic journal and diary. The introduction of remote enrollment of children in preschool
educational institutions is an extremely positive step that will significantly simplify this procedure
for Belarusian residents and eliminate the need to visit government agencies in person. Moreover,
the planned introduction of a state digital environment for schools will enable Belarusian residents
to remotely enroll their children in schools and transfer them from one educational institution to
another without the need to physically move paper documents, as is currently the case. As for the
planned launch of a remote platform by the RIKZ, this looks like an obvious attempt by state
structures to compete with private tutors. In this situation, Belarusian residents may benefit from
an affordable resource that simplifies preparation for the Centralized Exams and Centralized Tests,
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but at the same time, there is a risk of a negative effect: the state may try to restrict the activities
of private tutors in order to facilitate its own competitive position.

4. Actions by state bodies aimed at regulating the conduct of the 2026-2027 admission
campaigns.

A number of decisions aimed at adjusting the procedure for conducting the admission campaigns
for the current and next years were significant events in January. First of all, changes were once
again made to the main regulatory document governing the admission campaign to higher
education institutions in Belarus’ . Among the changes made, we can highlight the adjustment of
the rules for admission to part-time and distance learning. Previously, this required at least 10
months of work experience strictly in the field of the chosen specialty. According to the new
version of the decree, applicants with at least 10 months of work experience are entitled to apply
for part-time or distance learning without linking their work experience to the profile of the
profession or specialty they are studying. This change appears to be positive and may contribute
to the revival of part-time higher education, as in recent years this educational path has remained
unpopular due to a significant number of regulatory restrictions. The new version of the document
has adjusted the powers of the state commission that oversees the admissions process. In particular,
the commission has been given the right to monitor the conduct of university competitions in
regional higher education institutions. This decision seems logical, given that the winners of such
competitions are entitled to preferential admission to the relevant educational institutions. Given
the high competition for certain specialties, especially medical ones, and the lack of external
control, the competition mechanism could potentially lead to a number of corrupt abuses. Finally,
the Ministry of Education has made changes to the procedure for the 2027 admissions campaign.
In particular, for a number of specialties, the list of core subjects that applicants are required to
pass for admission has been revised. Among these changes, the replacement of the subject
"Foreign Language" with "History of Belarus in the Context of World History" for a number of
sought-after specialties, primarily in the field of "Law," is particularly noteworthy. This change is
noteworthy not only for the potential reduction in the importance of foreign language learning in
the school curriculum, but also because high school students will be forced to pay more attention
to a subject whose content is distinctly ideological in nature. Given that this course has been
included in the list of core subjects for university admission, we may assume that its content will
not only be studied formally, but also assimilated in greater detail in the process of preparing for
entrance exams, which effectively broadens the reach and influence of the pro-government and
pro-Russian narratives embedded in it.

5. Uncertainty and contradictions in the process of creating an innovative educational center.
Another notable event of the past month was the situation surrounding the innovative educational
center, which is soon to be opened in Belarus. Aliaksandr Lukashenka first mentioned the
discussion about its creation during the appointment of the new rector of BrSTU, Andrei
Parfievich,'? but then this issue was brought up at a separate meeting with the Belarusian leader.!!
The discussion also attracted attention because in November, BSU officially announced'? the
opening of the Higher School of Natural Sciences and Technologies, dubbed the "Belarusian

K https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=P32500463

0 .
https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus/39533

https://www.sb.by/articles/gotovit-kadry-zavtrashnego-dnya.html

https://bsu.by/news/vysshuyu-shkolu-estestvennykh-nauk-i-tekhnologiy-sozdadut-v-bgu-d/



https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=P32500463
https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus/39533
https://www.sb.by/articles/gotovit-kadry-zavtrashnego-dnya.html
https://bsu.by/news/vysshuyu-shkolu-estestvennykh-nauk-i-tekhnologiy-sozdadut-v-bgu-d/

Harvard," in September 2026. The official announcement by BSU and a summer interview'? with
Minister of Education Andrei Ivanets outlined the concept of the new institution in detail, giving
the impression that the process of its creation had been approved and was nearing the final stage
of implementation. However, the events of January 2026 showed that without the final approval
of Aliaksandr Lukashenka, the new institution would not be able to start operating, and obtaining
this approval proved problematic. First, the discussion around the new center focused on its basic
concept: whether the institution would become the main place of learning for the most talented
young people in Belarus or whether it would function on the model of the National Children's
Technopark as an additional educational space for students of all Belarusian universities. Second,
Aliaksandr Lukashenka was particularly dissatisfied with the concept of the new educational
center, which envisaged attracting all leading scientists working in Belarusian universities to the
new institution in order to create a special educational environment. The Belarusian leader
regarded this as a "brain drain" from regional universities, which, in his opinion, is unacceptable.
As a result of the meeting, the agreed concept for the new center was not approved, despite the
fact that the Ministry of Education is due to start recruiting its first students in six months' time.
This situation clearly demonstrates the complete dependence of the Ministry of Education on the
decisions of Aliaksandr Lukashenka, when even a ready-made and officially announced concept
of an educational institution can be radically changed due to the disagreement of the Belarusian
ruler. We also admit that the meeting may have discussed not the BSU Higher School of Natural
Sciences and Technologies, but some other educational center, but the likelihood of this is low for
several reasons. First, the comments of the Minister of Education after the meeting'* almost
completely repeat his previous statements about the concept of the BSU Higher School of Natural
Sciences and Technologies. Second, at Aliaksandr Lukashenka's meeting, BSU Rector Andrei
Korol was seated next to the Minister of Education, which clearly singled him out as one of the
organizers of the new center's activities. Finally, the published program "Intellectual Belarus"
provides for the opening of only an educational center based at BSU, and no other experimental
institution is planned within the framework of the program.

6. A slowdown in the pace of ideologization of the Belarusian education system, accompanied
by the emergence of new ideologically oriented projects.

An analysis of January events at all levels of education showed that, compared to previous months,
the intensity of the process of ideologization in the Belarusian education system has indeed
decreased. For the first time since the beginning of the academic year, the practice of mass
involvement of school students and students in watching new films from the Belarusfilm studio
has ceased. Preschool educational institutions practically did not hold ideological events called
"Letter about Belarus." The number of events aimed at involving young people and teachers in
pro-government movements and organizations, which had been observed in recent months of
2025, also decreased. At the same time, it would be wrong to say that the process of ideologization
of the education system has ceased, as relevant events continued in January. For example, at all
levels of education, pupils and students were regularly involved in snow removal on a massive
scale, events on the theme of the Great Patriotic War were held, and ideological classes on the
theme "Me. My family. My Motherland." In addition, for the second year in a row, the beginning
of the year was marked by the mass transportation of pupils and students to view the exhibition
"My Belarus." The slowdown in the process of ideologization appears to be temporary and is due
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to a number of factors, including winter break and the holiday season at the beginning of the
month, as well as exams at higher education institutions. A noticeable increase in the number of
ideological events at all levels of education is expected in February, after which this trend will
continue until the end of the academic year in June. When discussing the process of ideologization
of the Belarusian education system in January, the following key areas should be highlighted:

- The continuation of the practice of intimidating pupils and students at almost all levels of
education. The most striking marker of the ideologization of the Belarusian education system
remains events aimed at intimidating young people in order to prevent any protests and restrict
access to information from independent media and opposition sources. This is achieved by
constantly reminding pupils and students of the possible criminal and administrative liability for
virtually any interaction with so-called "extremist" resources and organizations, with virtually all
opposition initiatives and independent media having this status under Belarusian law. Throughout
January, events of this type were held in schools in Dokshitsy'> , Svisloch and Brahin districts;
colleges in Hrodna'® , Homiel, Barysau, Mazyr, and Zhitkovichi. But in addition to constant talks
about the inadmissibility of interacting with "extremist" resources, other forms of intimidation are
also being implemented in educational institutions. In Homiel, students of the College of Design
and Computer Graphics'” were gathered en masse to watch the propaganda film "Children in the
Crosshairs. Recruited by the Enemy." For the first time in several months, there has been a case
of students being involved in observing a politically motivated trial: according to independent
media reports, students from the Mogilev Regional Cadet School were taken to the trial of a citizen
charged with "insulting" Aliaksandr Lukashenka'® . In general, it can be stated that in recent
months, educational institutions in Belarus have intensified their efforts to create an atmosphere
of fear and increase pressure on pupils and students, even in cases where the activities carried out
are not directly related to politics. For example, in January, compared to previous months, there
was a noticeable increase in the number of organized visits by students to detention centers and
other similar institutions, as can be seen in the examples of colleges in Homiel'® , Baranovichy,
Khoyniki, and Pinsk. At the same time, there was an increase in the number of non-political court
hearings attended by students from various educational institutions. In January, such incidents
were recorded in colleges in Minsk? , Brest,?! Homiel,?> and Mazyr.? Students at the college in
Klimovichi were not only forced to attend the court hearing, but also, after it ended, to listen to a
lecture on the genocide of the Belarusian people, given by an employee of the local prosecutor's
office.?* Once again, intimidating measures affected foreign students: at the GSAU, they were
gathered en masse to observe the procedure for deciding on the expulsion of one of the Moroccan
students from the country.” Finally, the opening of the "Safe Space" exhibition at the Minsk
Palace of Children and Youth, which features a model prison cell, caused a great stir. Inmediately
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after the opening, students from various educational institutions began to be taken to the exhibition
in an organized manner to visit the model prison cell and listen to the story of a virtual prisoner?®
. This event demonstrates that the authorities and law enforcement agencies continue to actively
work to intimidate young people, using non-standard and technologically advanced forms of
influence.

- Holding ideological meetings and informational events dedicated to the decisions of the All-
Belarusian People’s Assembly. The expected and predicted direction of ideological work in
January was the promotion of All-Belarusian People’s Assembly decisions among young people
and teachers. Examples of such events can be seen in schools in Minsk?’ , Vetka, Krupok,
Smorgon, Maladzechna, and the Svisloch district; in colleges in Volozhin?® | Mazyr, Barysau,
Lelchitsy, Polatsk, Chyrvony Berah, and Krychau; at BelSUT?’, VSU, VSTU, PalesSU, BSATU,
and the Minsk branch of REU.*° These events began in December and continued to grow in
intensity in January. There was a particularly noticeable increase in the number of such events for
teachers. Thus, in January, the traditional Single Information Day (SID) was entirely devoted to
the theses of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's speech at the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly, which
meant that events on this topic were held in all educational institutions in Belarus. Examples of
such classes can be seen in kindergartens in Babruisk,>' Smarhon, and Shklou district; schools in
Minsk,*> Navapolatsk, Shchuchyn, Baranovichy, Babruisk; colleges in Minsk* , Homiel,
Khoyniki; at PalesSU* and MSU. In addition to the events within the framework of the UID,
specialized ideological meetings were organized for teachers, at which they were also told about
the decisions of the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly and the speech of the Belarusian ruler. In
particular, similar meetings were held for kindergarten teachers in Mazyr® and Glubokoe®® ;
employees of the National Children's Educational and Health Center "Zubrenok"*’ ; college
teachers in Minsk®® , Brest, Maladzechna, Orsha, Polatsk, and Kostyukovichi; employees of the
MSPU? and the Belarusian National Technical University. A similar meeting at one of the schools
in Minsk was accompanied by a ceremony marking the entry of teachers into the ranks of the pro-
government political party "Belaya Rus"*’ . It is expected that ideological events on the topic of
the decisions of the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly will continue in February, which will be
one of the factors intensifying the process of ideologization of the Belarusian education system.

- Start of annual ideological competitions and events. At the beginning of 2026, traditional
ideological events aimed at informing students that the current year has been declared the "Year
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of Women" in the country began in the Belarusian education system. Examples of events aimed
at ideological education of school students can be seen in schools in Minsk*! , Svisloch, Zhlobin,
Homiel, Dokshitsy, and Ashmiany districts; in colleges in Brest*? , Zhlobin, and Kobrin. In the
Oktyabrsky district, school students were forced to watch Aliaksandr Lukashenka's New Year's
address* as part of an ideological lesson. A particularly noteworthy initiative combining current
ideological trends and interaction between the education sector and law enforcement agencies was
the competition "Strong in Spirit: Women in the Ranks of State Security"** , launched at the BSU
Lyceum. As part of the competition, school students, students, and teachers are invited to create
creative works dedicated to the biographies of female employees of the Soviet special services.
This competition is another vivid example of the cooperation between the BSU Lyceum and the
KGB and highlights the significant role of ideology in the life of this educational institution.
Equally telling was the updating of information stands near the VSMU, where an image and quote
from Aliaksandr Lukashenka dedicated to women was once again displayed* . In addition to
ideological events in honor of the "Year of Belarusian Women," January in the education system
was marked by the start of a series of annual ideological competitions. District stages of the
competition "Sercam addanyaya rodnay zyamli" (Devoted to the Native Land) were held
throughout Belarus, where one of the nominations, "Flag Show," was dedicated to dance
performances by students with flags bearing official symbols. The essence of the competition can
be seen in the examples of competitions in the Zelvensky*® , Rechitsa*’ , Pinsk*® , and Smarhon
district* . Also, in various districts of Belarus, a competition among school students called "I am
a patriot of my country"*° began, the winners of which will participate in the Russian-Belarusian
ideological project "Train of Memory" in the summer.

- New projects by the pro-government organization "Belaya Rus" in the education system. In our
latest monitoring study, we noted the active involvement of the "Belaya Rus" movement in the
educational process of Belarusian schools. In particular, in the Homiel region, representatives of
the movement massively distributed coloring books among younger school students, which
featured images of the official flag of Belarus and a Soviet tank, indicating the early introduction
of pro-government ideological images into the educational environment. The beginning of 2026
showed that the intensification of Belaya Rus's activities in the education system is not a separate
regional initiative, but a nationwide trend. In Baranavichy, the local branch of the party established
an annual scholarship and awards for gifted students®' | which can be seen as a tool for the party's
"soft" presence in the teenage environment, shaping its positive image among school students and
potentially recruiting future personnel. The Belarusian State Economic University and the
Zavodskoe district branch of the Belaya Rus party in Minsk have signed an agreement to launch
the #ProActive project, under which university students will broadcast pro-government
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ideological theses in district organizations®> . This project is a striking example of the
intensification of the work of a pro-government organization to use the resources of the education
system to spread pro-government ideological attitudes. An even more telling project, "Teacher of
Belaya Rus’: Lessons in Love for the Motherland," has been launched in the Hrodna region. Its
essence is that the winners of the "Teacher of the Year" competition and pro-government activists
will visit schools in the region and show teachers how to incorporate a "patriotic" component into
their lessons> . The project will start in February and clearly demonstrates that teachers in Belarus
are increasingly involved in the process of transmitting pro-government ideological narratives,
expanding their role as conduits of state ideology in the educational environment. It should be
noted that the head of the Belaya Rus movement is Minister of Education Andrei Ivanets, so new
ideological initiatives in the school education system are unlikely to be accidental and are probably
directly related to the minister's role in the pro-government movement. We may assume that in
2026, the number of Belaya Rus’ projects in the field of education will increase significantly,
which will strengthen the pro-government organization's presence in the educational environment.
- Increased activity of the Orthodox Church (BOC) in the education system. Another notable trend
in January was the significant intensification of the activities of the Orthodox Church at virtually
all levels of the Belarusian education system. This dynamic can be explained both by the
celebration of major religious holidays and by the Ministry of Education's desire to cooperate more
closely with the church in promoting values and ideological attitudes among students. At the same
time, it is important to note that the activities of the Orthodox Church in the educational sphere
are effectively monopolistic, as representatives of other religions and denominations only
occasionally have access to work with children and young people. An important indicator of the
intensification of the BOC's activities in the education system has been a noticeable increase in
the number of traditional events: organized visits by children and teenagers to churches, as well
as meetings and talks between Orthodox clergy and students directly in educational institutions.
For example, visits to churches were organized for young children from preschool institutions in
the Hantsavichy>* , Homiel> and Molodechno®® districts; school students in Minsk®’ , Smorgon®
, Niasvizh® , Rahachou® , Svetlogorsk®! , Petrykau®? , Pruzhany® , Baranovichi®* | Minsk® ,
Krupsky®® , Stolin®’ districts, and in Dokshitsy, local school students were forced to wear jackets
in the colors of the official flag during a visit to a temple®® . Students from the Law College of
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Belarusian State University®® , Minsk Radio Technical College, Minsk College of
Entrepreneurship, Minsk Technological College, and many other colleges in the capital were taken
to see the event "The Power of the Word," where Orthodox priests told young people about so-
called "traditional family values." Examples of visits by Orthodox priests to educational
institutions can be seen in kindergartens in Brest’’ |, Homiel, Pruzhany and Ivanava districts;
schools in Minsk’! , Dobrush, Navapolatsk, Zhlobin, Lyuban, Asipovichski, Homiel districts; and
colleges in Minsk’? , Polatsk, Navahrudak, Brest, and Dzerzhinsk. In schools in Minsk’® and
Homiel”* | meetings between school students and Orthodox priests were accompanied by
performances by athletes demonstrating hand-to-hand combat techniques and strength exercises.
At the Minsk Suvorov Military School”® , the Minsk Lyceum of the Ministry of Internal Affairs’®
, the Mozyr College of Builders’” , the Terekhovskaya’® and Samokhvalovichskaya’ secondary
schools, Orthodox priests performed rituals to consecrate the educational institutions, sprinkling
holy water on students right during classes. At the Mogilev Institute of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, the consecration ceremony was accompanied by the opening of a chapel on the premises
of the educational institution®® , and at the Churilovich Secondary School, a priest was called to
consecrate the school bus®! . In light of the above, an extremely important event in January was
the conclusion of a new cooperation agreement between the Ministry of Education and the
Belarusian Orthodox Church for 2026-2030%2 . As part of the agenda for the next five years,
Orthodox clergy are tasked with promoting so-called "traditional values" among young people, as
well as preparing young people for future parenthood. Once again, we emphasize that the Ministry
of Education has concluded such an agreement exclusively with the BOC, which indicates that the
Orthodox Church will retain its monopoly status in the education system for the next five years.
Another consequence of such cooperation may be a further strengthening of the religious
component in the formally secular education system, as well as the promotion of a pro-government
and pro-Russian agenda among young people through the activities of the BOC.

7. Militarized activities at the preschool level and preparations for increased militarization
in February.

Looking at the process of militarization of the Belarusian education system as a whole, it can be
concluded that in January it proceeded at roughly the same pace as in the last months of 2025.
During the reporting period, only a few new military-patriotic classes and clubs were opened at
the school level. Among the most common forms of militarized activity in schools, colleges, and
universities were traditionally visits by pupils and students to the locations of law enforcement
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agencies, as well as promotional meetings between representatives of law enforcement agencies
and young people in educational institutions with the aim of motivating them to enroll in law
enforcement universities or seek employment in law enforcement agencies after completing their
studies. Various militarized tournaments were also held, among which the republican tournament
"Challenge" stands out, regularly used as a tool to promote security and military-patriotic themes
among young people. At the same time, for the first time in several months, the activity of security
forces at the preschool education level was recorded. For example, pupils from kindergarten No.
495 were taken to a meeting with representatives of military unit No. 3214, whose members
became widely known for their participation in the harsh suppression of protests. This meeting
was not limited to a tour of the unit's territory: published materials show that young children were
dressed in military uniforms and photographed alongside soldiers holding weapons®® . Another
noteworthy event took place in Kamianets, where a military-patriotic club for preschoolers was
opened in one of the local kindergartens® . Military-patriotic clubs are still underrepresented at
the preschool level, so each such case deserves special attention and requires further close
monitoring, given the possible expansion of the militarization process to this age group. As noted
earlier, data from monitoring studies in previous years suggest that the observed weakening of the
militarization of the Belarusian education system is temporary and precedes the traditional sharp
surge in activity that is usually recorded in February. A clear indication that a sharp increase in the
number of militarized events is expected in the Belarusian education system in February was the
holding of regular classes in late January as part of the Active Citizen School project. The theme
of the January classes was "Being a worthy citizen of the Republic of Belarus means being ready
at any moment to defend your homeland" and was accompanied by active propaganda promoting
military service among young people. Examples of the classes held can be seen in schools in
Minsk® , Ashmiany, Dokshytsy, Babruisk, Navapolatsk, Minsk, Dziarzhynsk, Valozhyn, and
Khoiniki districts; in colleges in Minsk® | Brest, Baranovichy, Vitsiebsk, and Dzerzhinsk. In all
of the above cases, the classes were conducted by representatives of various law enforcement
agencies, which indicates the nationwide nature of the propaganda work among young people. In
addition to standard lectures in educational institutions, we have recorded other examples of
propaganda work among young people. In the Hrodna district, school students were taken to the
location of the 62nd Anti-Aircraft Missile Regiment®’ as part of a class. In Ivanava®® and
Niasvizh® districts, propaganda classes were accompanied by a practical demonstration of the
process of assembling and disassembling an automatic rifle. A rather unusual class was held at
one of the schools in Rahachou, where an Orthodox priest encouraged school students to serve in
the army® . The expected surge in militarization in February is linked to the celebration of
Defenders of the Fatherland and Armed Forces Day in Belarus. In this regard, new military-
patriotic clubs are expected to open in schools, colleges, and universities across the country, and
a large number of military-themed events and tournaments are expected to be held.
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8. Educational contacts with European Union countries and the new procedure for training
Belarusian citizens at foreign organizations using budget funds.

Speaking about the results of international educational cooperation, it should be noted that various
contacts in the field of education were recorded in January with Hungary, Venezuela, India,
Kazakhstan, Qatar, China, Myanmar, Pakistan, Russia, Tanzania, and Finland. The first distinctive
feature of international cooperation was a general decline in educational contacts for the second
month in a row, even with such major partners of Belarusian education as Russia and China.
Secondly, another continuing trend was that China and Russia occupied approximately equal
positions in terms of the number of educational contacts with Belarus, whereas previously we had
seen a clear gradation: Russia was the number one educational partner and China was the number
two partner. It should also be noted that the reduction in educational contacts with Russia may be
related to the New Year holidays and a decrease in the intensity of work of Russian educational
institutions. The most notable event in Russian-Belarusian educational cooperation was the regular
meeting of the Consortium of the Union State Network University’! , where new steps were taken
to create a joint university. As for Belarusian-Chinese educational cooperation, an interesting
development was the further intensification of partnerships at the school education level: new
agreements between schools in the two countries were signed in Soligorsk®> and the Minsk
region”® . It should be noted that previously, Belarusian-Chinese partnership in the field of
education mainly concerned universities, and the intensification of cooperation at the school level
clearly indicates the intensification of the partnership as a whole. Another notable development in
international educational cooperation in January was the establishment of contacts with European
Union countries, which had not been seen in Belarusian education for a long time. While we
observed sporadic interaction with educational institutions in Hungary®* in 2023-2024, which may
be due to a certain degree of favorability on the part of the leadership of that country towards the
political regime in Minsk, direct interaction between Belarusian educational institutions and
representatives of countries such as Finland®> had been banned by officials for a very long time,
and the intensification of this interaction requires close monitoring in the future. The decision of
the Belarusian authorities on the general regulation of the selection of candidates sent to study at
foreign organizations at public expense’® deserves special attention. According to the new decree,
school graduates will be sent to foreign organizations at public expense to study for a bachelor's
degree, and university students will be sent for internships. One of the positive aspects of the
regulatory document is the definition of clear criteria and procedures for sending Belarusian young
people to study abroad. The negative aspects of the document include the presence of non-
academic requirements for candidates (a character reference indicating personal qualities,
including moral qualities), as well as the obligation for young people to sign a commitment to
return to Belarus after completing their studies. The first point could become a basis for ideological
selection of candidates, and only pro-government young people will be eligible for state-funded
education in other countries. In the second case, those who do not return may be subject to
prosecution, which is currently the case for graduates who have not completed their compulsory
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work assignment. Overall, the adopted document could have an extremely positive impact on
Belarus and replicates existing practices in other countries for sending young people to study
abroad. The new decree will have a particularly positive effect in the event of a thaw in relations
between Belarus and Western countries, when young people will be able to obtain a quality higher
education and then apply the knowledge they have gained in their own country. But in the short
term, China appears to be the main attraction for Belarusian school students and students for
several reasons. First, the education of young people in Chinese universities could become a factor
in the intensification of Belarusian-Chinese relations. Second, Chinese is taught in Belarusian
schools, and knowledge of the foreign language used in the country of study is one of the
conditions for being sent to study there. Third, a number of Chinese universities are highly ranked
internationally and provide quality education. At the same time, from the point of view of the
Belarusian authorities, Chinese education does not contribute to the spread of liberal ideas among
young people. All these factors together make sending young people to study in China the most
rational decision for officials, as these people will then be able to apply their advanced knowledge
in Belarus without threatening the country's political regime.

9. Efforts to attract Belarusian applicants and students to higher education institutions in
Russia.

After the completion in December 2025 of the campaign to recruit applications for study in the
Russian Federation under federal quotas, which we wrote about in our November-December
monitoring report, active promotion of additional opportunities for admission to higher education
institutions in the Russian Federation continued in January. Over the past period, Russian
universities have conducted an active information campaign highlighting additional opportunities
for admission.
In January, the Russian State University for the Humanities (Moscow) invited Belarusian school
students in grades 9-11 to participate in an Olympiad, which gives them the opportunity to obtain
a quota for study®” . The Olympiad was held in the following subjects: history, Russian language,
social studies, foreign language, and literature®® . The Moscow State Technical University named
after N.E. Bauman posted information about its educational opportunities on the resources of the
Rossotrudnichestvo agency in Belarus.”” In January, the Udmurt State University offered
registration for the INGENIUM Olympiad to students and graduates of universities, including
Belarusian ones.!?’ The competition was organized for those who are already engaged in research
in engineering fields and plan to enroll in a master's program at UGU!®! . The Peoples' Friendship
University of Russia also offered its own competition'®® . According to the terms and conditions,
both high school graduates and students in their final years of bachelor's and specialist programs
can participate. The competition offers free tuition for winners or discounts on university tuition
103 In January, opportunities to participate in the competition of St. Petersburg
State University of Industrial Technologies and Design in the subject area of "Culture and Art"
were also presented'® . Winners and prize-winners also receive a quota for free tuition at the
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university.!% In addition to online opportunities, in January, a career guidance meeting with
representatives of the I.P. Pavlov Saint Petersburg State Medical University was held at the
Russian House in Minsk. The face-to-face meeting discussed opportunities for admission to the
university.'% It should be noted that medicine is one of the most popular fields of study among
Belarusian applicants to universities in the Russian Federation.
In January, we would like to highlight the opening of enrollment for the Higher School of Public
Administration's program "Master of Public Administration for Managers"'?” .

Senior managers, representatives of government agencies, representatives and employees of the
transport, energy and mining industries of the CIS countries are invited to participate in it'°® . This
program has been running since 2022 and representatives from Belarus have already been trained
under it. One factor that may attract participants from Belarus is that the training is free of charge.
These programs create additional opportunities and open new channels for rapprochement between
Russia and Belarus, forming contacts and connections between participants in the educational

process, especially executives and officials.
10. Activities of historical clubs in Russian Houses. Events with historical themes at pro-
Russian organizations.

The beginning of the year was marked by several events held as part of the work of historical clubs
at Russian Houses, as well as a series of events on historical topics in general.
In January, the Russian House in Minsk hosted a meeting of the historical club on two topics: "The
Nationalist Roots of Russian Neo-Paganism" and "Non-Traditional Religiosity in Belarus"'% . The
organizers identified these topics as challenges to traditional spirituality. The meeting was attended
by students from Minsk educational institutions and members of the military-patriotic club
"Orlyata".!'® On the same platform, on January 23, a historical and journalistic evening was held:
"The Russian world in modern conditions: paths of development".!!! According to the organizers,
the topic of discussion was "the modern geopolitical situation affecting Russia, Belarus, and the
whole world." During the discussion, participants tried to "identify trends for preserving and
strengthening the Russian cultural and linguistic space." On January 26, the Russian House in
Minsk organized a teleconference between Volgograd and Minsk as part of the IV forum
"Stalingrad 2026. The Battle for Minds." It is worth noting the broad participation of Belarusian
youth in the event: schoolchildren and students. Representatives of various organizations,
including youth organizations, played a key role in the event: "Movement of the First,"
"Yunarmiya," "Victory Volunteers," and the Russian Society "Znanie" on the part of the Russian
Federation. Representatives of the Belarusian Republican Youth Union and the Youth Parliament
participated on the Belarusian side.!!?
In addition to Minsk, similar events were held in regional branches of Russian Houses. On January
24, the pro-Russian organization Russian Society participated as an expert platform in the III
International Round Table dedicated to issues of falsification of historical truth about the Great
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Patriotic War.!"® The meeting was held at the Russian House in Brest.!!*

The organizers were: the Russian House in Ankara, the Department for Work with Compatriots of
the Russian Foreign Ministry, the Regional Council of Russian Compatriots in Europe, and the
Russian House in Brest.
Events touching on historical topics, especially on sensitive issues with ambiguous interpretations
or on issues where there is no consensus among historians, are becoming more frequent. These are
mainly topics related to the Great Patriotic War, the war between Russia and Ukraine, and certain
events in the history of Belarus. Holding such meetings, round tables, and the work of historical
clubs allows for the dissemination of a pro-Russian point of view on key events in the region's
history.

11. Russia's war against Ukraine. Events with pro-war and propaganda themes. Propaganda
of the 'special military operation" in work with the Belarusian audience.
Since the end of spring 2025, we have observed a continuation of this trend, which has already
become established practice: the dissemination of a pro-Russian view of Russia's war against
Ukraine. Although January of the new year was not an active month for the Russian Houses, this
topic was not ignored and  several events were dedicated to it
Pro-Russian organizations' information resources disseminated information about a poster
competition named after Sergei Efremov, commander of the Tiger volunteer detachment (fighting

115

against Ukraine) and vice-governor of the Primorsky Krai of the Russian Federation' > . Among

the competition's nominations were: "Our Own — Heroes of Our Time. Russia's New Elite".!1®
As in previous months, film screenings on the theme of Russia's war against Ukraine continued at
Russian House venues. On January 29, the Russian House in Minsk screened the documentary
film What We Are Defending by the propaganda channel Russia Today'!” . The film is described
as "a film about the real inhabitants of the Lugansk People's Republic" and shows "all the horrors

of modern Nazism"!'® niig -

. The Russian House in Brest screened the film "Heroes Among Us
A new development in the dissemination of pro-Russian narratives about Russia's war against
Ukraine was the opening of the exhibition project "Heroes of Our Time"'? at the Russian House!?!
in Homiel. This is a museum exhibition of the Bryansk State Museum of Local History. The
exhibition is described as "dedicated to the heroism of our soldiers during the Special Military
Operation." According to the organizers, "The heart of the exhibition is the faces of the heroes. A
special place is given to portraits of fellow countrymen who fell during the SMO".!?? A distinctive
feature of the exhibition is that it is not displayed in a separate hall of the Russian House, but in a

common area where all events involving children and city residents take place. Thus, at the last
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event of the history club, it was shown to Gomel students!?* . During the film screening, this
exhibition was also available to students.'**

We note a growing trend toward systematic work to spread pro-Russian narratives about the war
against Ukraine. Not only is a pro-Russian perception of this war being formed, but Russian
soldiers and civilians are also being glorified among the Belarusian audience.

123 https://t.me/russiangomel/9951
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