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Introduction 

In 2021-2025, a steady trend towards the strengthening of ideological and military-

patriotic education gradually developed in the Belarusian education system. Over 

the past four years, Belarus has undergone an evolutionary transition from targeted 

initiatives to systematic ideologization and militarization of the education system, 

which is reflected in staff, program, and educational aspects. 

We define the militarization of education as the introduction into the education and 

upbringing system of elements related to military training, patriotic education, state 

ideology, and strengthening ties with Belarusian law enforcement agencies. 

In recent years, the process of militarization of Belarusian education has developed 

steadily and included the following elements: 

- introduction of heads of military-patriotic education in schools; 

- the emergence of military-patriotic clubs; 

- expansion of the network of law enforcement-oriented educational institutions; 

- the strengthening of the militarized component in curricula; 

- the emergence of new militarized tournaments in the education system; 

- active imposition of military-oriented classes in general secondary education 

institutions. 

In fact, by 2025, a comprehensive state model of military-patriotic education has 

been established, covering virtually all levels of education. 

 

1. Military-patriotic clubs and organization 

 

For a long time, youth military clubs in Belarus operated on the basis of marginal 

associations affiliated with the Orthodox Church or were initiatives of individual 

representatives of law enforcement agencies with radical right-wing views. But in 

2021-2022, the first military-patriotic clubs began to be established on a systematic 

basis in educational institutions and law enforcement agencies. The initiative came 

from “the top” and was accompanied by the appointment of teachers responsible for 

patriotic education. The main goal of the clubs is to conduct systematic ideological 

work with students and promote military topics through extracurricular activities. 

Although some clubs still operate under the patronage of the Orthodox Church, by 



2025 the vast majority of military-patriotic clubs have become subordinate to the 

state and work to spread pro-government ideological narratives among young 

people. 

 

By 2025, military-patriotic clubs had become widespread. Representatives of law 

enforcement agencies (Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Defense, State 

Border Committee, Ministry of Emergency Situations, etc.) regularly work with 

students in these clubs. Especially note the military-patriotic clubs of the Internal 

Troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, where teenagers undergo intensive 

military training and ideological work. As of October 2025, there are 23 such clubs1 

operating in Belarus, and their number continues to grow. These clubs receive 

significant support from the Young Guard charitable foundation, established in May 

2024. The foundation provides financial support to both the clubs and their 

individual members, which significantly increases the popularity of the military-

patriotic movement among young Belarusians and contributes to the creation of a 

closed “military brotherhood” already in adolescence. According to our estimates, 

as of October 2025, there are up to 550 military-patriotic clubs operating in Belarus 

in total, with 165 such clubs operating in Minsk region alone.2 It is important to note 

that the trend towards an increase in the number of military-patriotic clubs 

continues, and in the 2025/2026 academic year, the Ministry of Education has set 

the task of creating a military-patriotic club in every college at the level of 

vocational and technical education.3 Military-patriotic clubs have been created at all 

levels of education, although this phenomenon is still sporadic in preschool 

institutions. 

 

2. Introduction of positions for heads of military-patriotic education 

One of the first steps towards the militarization of the education system was the 

introduction of positions for heads of military-patriotic education in general 

secondary education institutions. From 2021, such specialists appeared in all 

schools, and by 2023, their activities were enshrined in law. Heads of military-

patriotic education organize patriotic events, conduct military and sports trainings, 

interact with military departments, and participate in military-patriotic 

competitions. By 2025, these heads became a permanent part of the teaching staff 

 
1 https://molodayagvardiya.by/#clubs 
2 https://tinyurl.com/shs46tn8 
3 https://tinyurl.com/3hckandn 
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of any educational institution. They not only oversee patriotic work, but also 

coordinate student participation in events dedicated to memorable dates and in 

programs organized by law enforcement agencies. Thus, the introduction of a 

militarized component into the educational process has become a separate area of 

work in Belarusian education, and the country’s leadership sees this as one of the 

priority areas of work with children and young people. In addition, over the past few 

years, the Ministry of Education and other structures have taken a number of steps 

to enhance the prestige of the profession of head of military-patriotic education. In 

particular, in autumn 2024, Belarus held a competition to determine the best head 

of military-patriotic education (similar to the “Teacher of the Year” competition),4 

and in September 2025, it was announced that the title of “Minsk Citizen of the 

Year” in the field of secondary education had been awarded to a head of military-

patriotic education for the first time.5 Finally, in 2025, a new specialty was opened 

at Mahiliou State University,6 where heads of military-patriotic education for the 

country’s educational institutions will be educated on a professional basis. 

 

3. Expansion of the network of law enforcement-oriented educational 

institutions 

One of the most notable trends in Belarusian education in recent years has been the 

opening of new law enforcement-oriented educational institutions throughout the 

country: in 2023, a cadet school was established in Barysau;7 in 2024, a specialized 

lyceum of the Ministry of Internal Affairs was created in Mahiliou;8 in 2025, the 

authorities decided to transform the training center of the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs in Minsk region into a college of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.9 In 

addition, the authorities are known to have plans to establish new law enforcement-

oriented educational institutions in Brest region10 and Minsk city,11 and the long-

term goal of the authorities is to establish lyceums of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

in every region of Belarus.12 The expansion of the network of militarized 

 
4 https://akademy.by/index.php/ru/glavnye-novosti/1311-2029-11-29-konkurs-vpv 
5 https://blizko.by/notes/stali-izvestny-imena-gorozhan-poluchivshih-zvanie-minchanin-goda-v-etom-godu_ss 
6 https://tinyurl.com/2x7yfjtk 
7 https://mlyn.by/01092023/v-den-znanij-otkrylos-novoe-kadetskoe-uchilishhe-v-minskoj-oblasti/ 
8 https://ont.by/news/v-mogileve-otkrylsya-specializirovannyj-licej-mvd 
9 https://mlyn.by/25082025/kolledzh-mvd-sozdadut-v-belarusi/ 
10 https://tinyurl.com/2rpp84mf 
11 https://blizko.by/notes/vo-frunzenskom-rayone-minska-mozhet-poyavitsya-kadetskoe-
uchilische_ed 
12 https://www.sb.by/articles/v-kazhdom-regione-belarusi-planiruetsya-sozdat-litsei-mvd-.html 
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educational institutions affects not only primary but also secondary education. In 

2025, the Republican Center for Patriotic Education of Youth was opened in Brest,13 

and its construction was given republican status. In the future, the center is to 

become a place where students from all over the country will undergo militarized 

training. Similar centers for the militarized education of children and youth are also 

appearing at the regional level.14 Thus, the creation of new law enforcement-

oriented educational institutions has become one of the priorities of the authorities, 

which is direct evidence of the increasing militarization of Belarusian education. 

4. Strengthening of the militarized component in curricula 

 

Starting from the 2022/2023 academic year, educational programs will be expanded 

to include new subjects and electives related to military and patriotic themes. 

Particular attention will be paid to the study of the history of the Great Patriotic War, 

as well as the glorification of the Soviet past. A significant change in Belarusian 

education has been the change in the nature of compulsory field drills as part of the 

“Pre-conscription Training” course. Note that field drills were previously 

mandatory for all 10th grade students, but for many years their format was quite 

formal and did not include intensive military training. Over the past few years, field 

drills have been held at military units, sometimes with students staying in barracks 

around the clock. In addition, starting September 1, 2025, the duration of the 

sessions will double from 5 to 10 days. For this purpose, the Ministry of Education 

has decided to reduce the number of school days in 10th grade, which clearly 

demonstrates the high priority given to the militarized component of education by 

officials. The strengthening of the militarized component in curricula is also 

observed at the level of higher education. Back in 2023, Defense Minister Viktar 

Khrenin announced the introduction of a compulsory basic military training course 

in all universities in the country.15 Although this plan has not yet been implemented, 

over the past few years, military departments have been opened at the higher 

education level and militarized activities have been included in the educational 

 
13 https://tinyurl.com/bddersmu 
14 https://belta.by/society/view/klub-junogo-patriota-otkryli-v-zaslavle-738424-2025/ 
15 https://tochka.by/articles/policy/v_vuzakh_belarusi_vvedut_obyazatelnuyu_voennuyu_podgotovku/ 
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process of universities. For example, over the past four years, military departments 

have been opened at BrSTU,16 BSTU,17 PSU,18 and BRU.19 

5. Training in UAV control 

Starting from 2023, there has been a trend in Belarusian education to introduce 

programs for teaching how to operate UAVs. Initially, this phenomenon was 

characteristic exclusively of military-patriotic clubs, but since the 2024/2025 

academic year, it has spread to other educational institutions. Currently, such 

programs are implemented on the basis of continuing education institutions and 

DOSAAF structures. Since September 2025, a special elective course has been 

introduced in Belarusian schools, aimed at training UAV operators.20 Some schools 

in Belarus have established special military-patriotic clubs that focus exclusively on 

teaching students how to operate UAVs.21 The training emphasizes both technical 

and patriotic aspects: the ability to work with unmanned technology is seen as a 

contribution to the country’s defense capability. Such training integrates technical 

education and ideological components, reinforcing the idea of the military 

profession as socially significant. UAV control programs are being particularly 

actively introduced at the university level, where it was planned to open special 

programs in all institutions with military departments and faculties by September 

2025.22 Special educational modules on UAVs are also planned to be introduced in 

a number of colleges in Belarus.23 This area is one of the highest priorities for the 

state, and the introduction of UAV control programs into the educational process 

will become a familiar element of the militarization of Belarusian education in the 

coming years. 

 

6. Militarized tournaments and games, assistance to law enforcement agencies 

Militarized games and tournaments have been held in Belarusian schools since 

Soviet times. But since 2023, the Ministry of Education, together with military 

departments and pro-government structures, has organized new events in 

 
16 https://www.bstu.by/obrazovanie/voennaya-kafedra 
17 https://belstu.by/fakultety/voennaya-kafedra/ 
18 https://www.psu.by/ru/university/voennaya-kafedra 
19 http://bru.by/content/departments/military 
20 https://adu.by/images/2025/04/30/up-fz-osn-upr-kvadr-m.pdf 
21 https://belta.by/regions/view/sportivnyj-voenno-patrioticheskij-klub-sirius-otkryli-v-minske-682365-
2024/ 
22 https://mlyn.by/31122024/gotovit-operatorov-bpla-planiruetsya-vo-vseh-profilnyh-vuzah-belarusi/ 
23 https://tinyurl.com/2ntr6sts 
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educational institutions that are characterized by intensified militarized training. For 

example, since 2023, the Belarusian education system has been holding a national 

tournament called “Challenge,” in which school students are taken to a training 

ground and compete in conditions very similar to combat. In 2025, Belarusian 

universities held the first militarized tournament called “Breakthrough,” which also 

features an enhanced military component. In addition, school and college students, 

as well as university students, are regularly invited to participate in local and 

regional games and tournaments. The main goal of these events is to develop 

physical endurance, discipline, and readiness to “defend the Motherland.” Thus, by 

2025, such competitions have become regular and are considered part of the 

educational process. 

Another element of the introduction of a militarized component into the educational 

process was the use of high school and college students as assistants to law 

enforcement agencies during election campaigns. This phenomenon was first 

observed during the Single Voting Day in 2024, and during the 2025 presidential 

election, students were already being used by law enforcement agencies on a regular 

basis, as can be seen in the examples of schools in Maladzechna district,24 

Zhytkavichy College,25 Vaukavysk College of HrSU,26 Illya Agricultural College,27 

Kletsk Agricultural College,28 Zhodzina College,29 Mahiliou Technological 

College,30 BrSU,31 and PalesSU.32 The main tasks of the young people were to patrol 

the territory of the polling station and identify individuals who were violating public 

order. At the same time, before the start of voting, young people were trained in 

martial arts33 and the use of special means to disperse demonstrations,34 which 

indicates the potential use of young people by security forces to suppress mass 

protests in the future. 

 

 
24 https://t.me/uomoik/111243 

25 https://t.me/lizei/3513 

26 https://vk.grsu.by/main_news.php?val=2388 

27 https://tinyurl.com/2m4zfvc7 

28 https://tinyurl.com/ee5ca9th 

29 https://tinyurl.com/4ex3k8yf 
30 https://t.me/mgtk_Live/6260 

31 https://t.me/brsu_pushkina/12851 

32 https://t.me/polessu_official/4610 
33 https://t.me/brsmmsu/3291 
34 https://t.me/obrazovanie2021/42114 

https://t.me/uomoik/111243
https://t.me/lizei/3513
https://vk.grsu.by/main_news.php?val=2388
https://tinyurl.com/2m4zfvc7
https://tinyurl.com/ee5ca9th
https://tinyurl.com/4ex3k8yf
https://t.me/mgtk_Live/6260
https://t.me/brsu_pushkina/12851
https://t.me/polessu_official/4610
https://t.me/brsmmsu/3291
https://t.me/obrazovanie2021/42114


7. Military-patriotic classes 

Over the past three years, the Ministry of Education has been working hard to 

massively create military-patriotic classes in educational institutions. For example, 

in Minsk alone, 173 military-patriotic classes were created at the beginning of the 

current academic year, and the number of students enrolled in them has doubled 

over the year.35 The educational process in these classes combines general education 

subjects with a military module and a physical education module. Students take part 

in military parades, marches, marching and singing competitions. A model of 

education is being formed in which patriotism is linked to discipline, military 

training, and respect for law enforcement agencies and structures. Moreover, the 

process of creating special militarized units has spread to preschool education 

institutions. Over the past two years, we have observed several cases of the opening 

of special “patriotic groups,” where young children wear special uniforms and 

regularly participate in ideologically oriented events. 

 

8. Agitation for enrollment in “law enforcement” universities and service in the 

army 

 

In recent years, it has become commonplace in Belarusian education to hold mass 

propaganda events aimed at attracting teenagers and young people to military 

service and service in the ranks of the security forces. Agitation activities are carried 

out through class hours, meetings with representatives of law enforcement agencies 

(Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Internal Affairs, etc.), students’ trips to law 

enforcement facilities, exhibitions, and campaigns. Information materials 

emphasizing the prestige of military service, with an emphasis on its “elitism” in 

society, are widely used. Over three years of observation, we have recorded more 

than 1,000 examples of such events. A common feature of these events is the open 

demonstration of weapons and special equipment to students. A separate 

phenomenon is the holding of special “Lessons of Courage” in schools and colleges, 

where students are told about the advantages of military service. In addition, 

students are also intimidated with the responsibility for evading military service, 

which takes place during meetings with representatives of the prosecutor’s office 

and military commissariats, as well as during students’ visits to open trials of draft 

evaders. 

 
35 https://tinyurl.com/cmxtf7x2 
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By 2025, agitation has become systematic: permanent stands appear in educational 

institutions, sections on military professions appear on websites, and open days are 

held at military universities. The work is accompanied by patriotic rhetoric linking 

service to the state with civic duty and prestige. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The period from 2021 to 2025 in the Belarusian education system is characterized 

by a gradual and purposeful strengthening of ideological and military-patriotic 

education, as well as militarization. The process covers all levels of education. 

By 2025, the militarization of Belarus’s education system has become firmly 

established, manifesting itself in various areas of work with children and young 

people. The most actively militarized component is being imposed at the school 

education level, where it has become a familiar element of the educational process 

over the past four years. There has been a significant increase in militarization over 

the past few years at the college and university level. Only at the preschool level is 

the process of militarization proceeding at a slow pace and is not yet systematic, 

although over the past few years we have seen constant attempts by the authorities 

to change this trend. The militarization of Belarusian education is expressed in the 

institutional consolidation of military elements, the sustained interaction of schools 

and universities with law enforcement agencies, and the alignment of educational 

goals with the objectives of state ideology. Thus, education is becoming one of the 

tools for the military training of adolescents and young people, the renewal of the 

personnel of the security forces, and the formation of a young generation loyal to 

the current regime in Belarus, which is extremely necessary for its survival in the 

future. 

 


