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BELARUS’S EDUCATION SYSTEM IN AUGUST 2025



In our July monitoring study, we noted that Belarusian education was characterized by record low
levels of ideologization and militarization in 2025. This was primarily due to the fact that the
educational process was not conducted at the vocational, secondary specialized, and higher
education levels because of the summer holidays. In addition, the most important event in July
was the admission campaign at universities, which pushed the issues of ideologization and
militarization into the background. One of the indicators of the slowdown in the pace of
ideologization and militarization in July was a noticeable decrease in the number of ideologically
oriented news items in the resources of the Ministry of Education. While in April-June every third
news item in the agency’s resources was ideologically oriented, in July this figure dropped to 25%.
The trend toward a decrease in the ideologization of the news agenda in the resources of the
Ministry of Education continued in August: on the official website' of the Ministry of Education,
only 3 out of 24 news items (13%) had an ideological slant, and in the official Telegram channel,’
there were 30 such news items out of 152 (20%). For the first time in a long time, the share of
ideologically oriented news in the agency’s resources was less than 20% of the total number of
news items. At the same time, August is interesting due to the fact that the Ministry of Education
publishes new recommendations and requirements for educational institutions for the new
academic year. We are convinced that the trend towards a slowdown in the ideologization and
militarization of Belarusian education is temporary, and that the Ministry of Education’s guidance
documents will show that a new round of ideological and militarized activities awaits all levels of
education in the new academic year. Based on the results of our monitoring study, we can say that
in August, Belarusian education was characterized by the following features:

1. New requirements and decisions by the Ministry of Education aimed at ideologizing and
militarizing Belarusian education. As noted above, in August, the Ministry of Education
published documents that regulate the educational process at all levels of Belarusian education in
the new academic year. An analysis of these documents shows that in the new academic year, the
Ministry of Education requires the intensified introduction of ideological and militarized
components at virtually all levels of education:

1.1. Decisions and requirements aimed at strengthening the ideologization of the educational
process:

- The lowest level of changes related to the introduction of ideological content has been observed
in preschool education. In the new academic year, the Ministry of Education requires preschool
institutions to create thematic corners or exhibitions related to the 80th anniversary of the Soviet
Union's victory in World War II in all age groups.’

- In the new academic year, schools will have to comply with a number of new ideological
requirements set by the Ministry of Education.* For example, schools must introduce the practice
of holding weekly assemblies with the class on duty singing the Belarusian national anthem.
Another new ideological requirement for schools is the need to create museum exhibitions
dedicated to Belarusian heroes. An actual requirement is the need to expand the coverage of
students in grades IX-XI with elective classes on “The Basics of Family Life,” as well as to involve
students in grades X-XI in the Republican Olympiad on the theory and practice of the electoral
process. The involvement of the Orthodox Church in educational work in schools has intensified:
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while last year representatives of the Belarusian Orthodox Church were recommended to be
involved in events on spiritual and moral education and events on the prevention of crimes and
offences, in the new academic year schools are recommended to cooperate with the Belarusian
Orthodox Church in events on family education. The gradual intensification of the ideologization
of Belarusian education will also affect school employees. Compared to last year, heads of
educational institutions are required to organize dialogue platforms and round tables with
representatives of pro-government public associations and political parties in their work
collectives. In addition, in June-July 2026, teachers will have to take part in the “Let's Sing the
Anthem Together” campaign.

The strengthening of the ideological component can also be seen in the analysis of the
requirements for conducting lessons.” All school teachers are required to “realize the educational
potential of the subject in each lesson,” and by educational potential, the Ministry of Education
means “solving the main tasks of ideological work, including promoting the achievements of the
Republic of Belarus, fostering patriotism, and readiness to defend the interests of the state, its
constitutional order, and territorial integrity.” In an instructional and methodological letter on
history, teachers are urged to pay special attention in the new school year to dates such as the 85th
anniversary of the start of World War II and the 30th anniversary of the convening of the first All-
Belarusian People’s Assembly.® In the instructional and methodological letter on social studies,
teachers are required to explain to students the meaning of the new status of the Assembly, that
the family is a union between a man and a woman, and also, when studying the issue of “Crisis
processes in the field of international law,” to use materials from Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s speech
at the seventh Assembly meeting.” When conducting individual lessons on fine arts, teachers are
encouraged to discuss issues related to the genocide of the Belarusian people during World War
11 and the post-war period.®

The imposition of an ideological component can also be seen in the analysis of the content of new
school curricula and textbooks. For example, the updated curriculum for the subject “Music” for
students in grades 1-2 has been clearly ideologized. The school year in grades 1-2 will begin with
memorizing and performing the official anthem, as well as learning the rules for its performance.
After that, students will be told about other official holidays in Belarus and forced to listen to
various patriotic songs.” The ideological aspect also directly affected the process of learning
Chinese: when teaching grades 6, 7, and 11, teachers are required to consider Taiwan as part of
the territory of the People’s Republic of China, although the island is not included in the PRC on
the maps in textbooks.!? In foreign language textbooks, instead of information about the countries
where the language being studied is used, the authors decided to insert as many texts about Belarus
and images of Belarusian state symbols as possible. A task dedicated to official symbols was
inserted into the mathematics textbook for 5th grade. A long ideological text about National Unity
Day has been added to the Russian language textbook for 5th graders, and the authors have
specifically reworked some of the illustrations, adding official symbols to them. The new Russian
literature textbook for 8th graders includes material about the genocide of the Belarusian people
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during the Great Patriotic War.!! The geography textbook for 9th graders has a new section called
“Pride in Belarus,” which talks about the country's landmarks and businesses that have been
awarded the “Quality Mark.” The strengthening of the ideological component can even be seen in
textbooks for elementary school. The Belarusian language textbook for 2nd grade includes an
image of the official coat of arms and a text about cosmonaut Maryna Vasileuskaya. The
mathematics textbook for 2nd grade includes illustrations with official symbols and a question
related to the celebration of National Unity Day. Overall, we can note that the ideological
component has been introduced in almost all of the updated textbooks.

The active imposition of pro-government ideology will begin in schools from the very first day of
the school year, as evidenced by the published scenarios for the unified lesson “Relay of
generations: preserving the past, creating the future,” which will be held on September 1 in all
schools across the country. All teachers are instructed to pay special attention to the epigraph for
the lesson, which features a large portrait and quote from Aliaksandr Lukashenka.!'? During the
lesson, school students will listen to the importance of the USSR's victory in World War 11, read
letters from Soviet Octoberists, pioneers, and Komsomol members, and then write letters to
members of pro-government children’s and youth organizations to the year 2075. At the end of
the lesson, teachers must tell students about the achievements of modern Belarus and especially
emphasize the role of Aliaksandr Lukashenka in them.

- The instructional and methodological letter for colleges appears even more stringent in terms of
promoting pro-government ideology. For example, when organizing ideological work with the
staff, the Ministry of Education requires the heads of institutions to: organize systematic
monitoring of the implementation of ideological tasks with quarterly review of the results at
pedagogical councils and staff meetings; ensure the personal responsibility of managers and
employees for the implementation of the set goals; to use various forms of ideological work aimed
at forming an understanding and support of the pro-government ideology among each employee
of the staff; to ensure the participation of the entire staff in ideological events; to inform the staff
quarterly about the Republican list of “extremist” materials. The requirements for educational
work in colleges largely replicate those for schools, but some of them are unique. For example, by
May 9, 2026, all college students must participate in the “Letter to great-grandfather” project. The
Ministry of Education also requires colleges to intensify their efforts to explain the consequences
of protest activity and “extremist” activities, and to ensure that pro-government propaganda is
promoted on a permanent basis.

- New requirements for organizing ideological work with staff at universities also include'*
reviewing issues related to ideological work at least once every six months and informing staff
quarterly about the republican list of “extremist” materials. As for students, the Ministry of
Education requires universities to regularly show them propaganda films and exhibitions and to
organize events for them to promote the pro-government information agenda. In addition,
universities must ensure 100% student participation in the republican youth marathon in honor of
National Unity Day, in the republican campaign “Symbol of Unity,” and in the republican project
“Letter to Great-grandfather.” On February 5, 2026, all universities in Belarus will hold a “Young
Voter Day.” As in the case of school education, universities are recommended to actively
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cooperate with the Orthodox Church and to hold an inter-faculty competition for the best
informational video aimed at promoting traditional family values and highlighting social support
for young families by mid-November 2025. Finally, universities will continue to hold events where
students will be intimidated with responsibility for any protest activity and interaction with
opposition resources, but in the new academic year, the Ministry of Education requires universities
to involve foreign students in such events.

1.2. Decisions and requirements aimed at increasing the militarization of the educational process:
The analysis of instructional and methodological letters shows that the introduction of a militarized
component in the new academic year will primarily affect colleges and universities. For example,
the Ministry of Education requires that a military-patriotic club and a YLEU detachment be created
in every vocational college by January 1,2026. The Ministry of Education has also issued a similar
requirement for the creation of military-patriotic clubs for universities in Belarus. In addition, all
universities in Belarus must participate in the military-applied game “Breakthrough” in the new
academic year. Recall that we expect to see increased militarization of the educational process at
the school level as well, as it was previously announced that in the new academic year, schools
will offer an elective course for 8th and 9th graders on the operation of UAVs, !> and for the vast
majority of 10th graders, the duration of compulsory field training sessions will increase twofold.'®
Thus, in the new academic year, only at the preschool level will the slow pace of militarization of
the educational process continue.

2. Imposition of pro-government and pro-Russian ideology in the school history curriculum.
In August, the first part of a new textbook on “The History of Belarus in the Context of World
History” for 11th grade students was officially published,'” covering the historical period from the
beginning of the 19th century to September 1939. An analysis of the new textbook showed that its
content has been seriously ideologized, and in general, it can be said that the presentation of
historical material in the textbook is exclusively within the framework of a pro-government view
of Belarusian history. In particular, several key ideological concepts on which the content of the
new textbook is based can be identified:

- Description of the exceptional role of the Russian Empire in the creation of Belarusian statehood.
The authors assess the partitions of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the incorporation
of Belarusian lands into the Russian Empire as a reunification of the East Slavic peoples into a
single state. Throughout the entire textbook, the word “Russification” is never mentioned; instead,
the authors introduce the term ‘“depolonization,” which is used to explain the policies of the
Russian authorities. The textbook informs students that thanks to the Russian Empire, Polish
influence was eliminated in the lands of Belarus, which led to the growth of national consciousness
among Belarusian people and the creation of the Belarusian nation and state. Based on this
concept, the uprisings of 1830-1831 and 1863-1864 against Russian rule are referred to in the
textbook as “Polish” and are presented exclusively as attempts to restore the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. Thus, one of the goals of the new textbook is to shape a positive view among
school students of the period when Belarusian lands were part of the Russian Empire, which is
presented as a time of economic growth and the formation of the Belarusian national idea. Based
on this concept, all major protests against Russian rule are presented as not reflecting the interests
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of the Belarusian people. It is also not mentioned that the formation of the Belarusian national idea
took place largely in spite of, and not because of, the policies of the Russian authorities in Belarus.
- Ignoring the role of the Belarusian People's Republic (BNR) in the formation of Belarusian
statehood. Already in the introduction, the authors of the textbook demonstratively ignore the BNR
when listing the forms of statehood on the lands of Belarus. In the paragraph on the development
of Belarusian national identity, the authors, listing the stages of the formation of the Belarusian
national idea, immediately move from the existence of the BSA political party and the Nasha Niva
newspaper to the proclamation of the BSSR in 1919, omitting the fact of the existence of the BNR.
Finally, when describing the events of 1917-1918, the authors devoted only two short paragraphs
to the BNR, without even mentioning the date of the proclamation of independence of this state.
After that, students are presented with the famous letter from members of the BNR Rada to the
German emperor, which is clearly intended to form a negative attitude towards the BNR among
students and show this state formation as a puppet state collaborating with the occupiers. The
textbook does not mention the national symbols of Belarus — the white-red-white flag and the
Pahonia coat of arms— even once. The authors of the textbook have a completely different attitude
towards the Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic (BSSR), the creation of which is described
positively and in detail over several pages using various sources. The fact that the SSRB-BSSR
was not a sovereign state and was created under the complete control of the Soviet government in
Moscow is ignored by the authors of the textbook. Thus, the authors of the textbook deliberately
shape students' perception of the BNR as an insignificant phenomenon that had no impact on the
history of Belarus. Moreover, some students may even develop a negative attitude towards the
BNR, as the conclusions inform them that “the proclaimed BNR was not a real state, as it was
completely subordinate to the German occupation administration.”

- A positive view of the history of the USSR and the BSSR. A very noticeable feature of the new
textbook is the authors’ desire to present a propagandistic view of the history of the USSR and the
BSSR. When describing Soviet reality in the 1920s and 1930s, the facts of persecution for political
views are not simply ignored, but the very term “repression” is not mentioned at all. When
discussing the results of the USSR's development in the 1930s, the authors focus only on the
positive aspects, without mentioning the price that was paid to achieve them. The authors use a
similar approach when describing life in the BSSR in the 1920s and 1930s. Here, too, there is no
mention of repression, and the existence of Kuropaty and other mass graves of victims of Stalinist
repression is ignored. The development of Belarusian science and culture is described as a series
of achievements and successes, while the authors fail to mention that a huge number of figures in
Belarusian science, literature, and art were repressed and killed in the late 1930s. On the other
hand, the opposite approach is used in describing the history of Western Belarus in 1921-1939.
Over several pages, students are presented with only the negative aspects of Belarusian lands being
part of Poland, and it is the policies of the Polish authorities that are described as repressive.

- Pro-Russian ideas in the new textbook. Already in the introduction, the events following the
collapse of the USSR in 1991 are described as follows: “The collapse of the USSR and the entire
socialist camp led to significant changes throughout the world. A new structure of economic and
political relations between the great powers emerged, and the period of bipolar world order came
to an end. The U.S. took the lead in the global economy and politics. The uncontrolled expansion
of NATO to the east became a serious threat to the security of the Russian Federation. In response,
Moscow stepped up its efforts to protect its sovereignty and independence, which led to a
deterioration in Russia's relations with the West and its allies.” In the paragraph about World War



I, the authors present students with the narrative that it was started by European empires and that
Russia was merely “dragged into this global bloodbath,” although just a few pages later they
describe Russia’s plans to dismember the Ottoman Empire. The conclusion of the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact in 1939 is presented in an extremely positive light in the textbook: “The Soviet
leadership, which had no doubt about the impending military confrontation with Germany, gained
two years, which it sought to use to its maximum advantage to prepare for war.” The authors of
the textbook do not mention that the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact allowed the USSR to occupy the
territories of independent states and wage war against Finland. In fact, the authors of the textbook
are repeating Russian propaganda narratives that were previously used in new Russian history
textbooks.

- Formation of a positive attitude toward conservative ideology. The textbook introduces the terms
“conservative modernization” and “conservative methods of governance,” which are used to
justify the harsh policies of certain rulers. For example, these terms are used to explain the reigns
of Nikolai I and Aleksandr III in Russia. Almost an entire page of the textbook is devoted to
presenting the Russian ideological triad “Orthodoxy. Autocracy. Nationality,” which is presented
in a rather positive light. The authors attempt to form in students the idea that positive changes can
occur without revolutions, and the book constantly provides examples demonstrating the
advantages of the conservative path. Conversely, the authors describe the tightening of the political
situation in a number of countries as a reaction to failed attempts at uprisings and revolutions. In
our opinion, it is precisely the terms “conservative modernization” and “conservative methods of
governance” that the authors of the manual use to explain Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s rule in the
second part, while the tightening of the political regime in modern Belarus can be presented as a
reaction to “attempts at a coup” and “pressure from external forces.”

The ideologization of history courses in the new academic year will not be limited to 11th grade
classes. The Ministry of Education has prepared special recommendations for teachers,'® openly
instructing them on how to evaluate specific historical events. For example, history teachers must
evaluate Tadeusz Kosciuszko, the leader of the 1794 uprising, as a “patriot of Poland,” and the
partitions of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as events that allowed Belarusians to survive
as a people. Teachers are instructed to evaluate the war of 1812 as a “patriotic” war, and the
uprisings of 1830-1831 and 1863-1864 as essentially Polish. The period when Belarusian lands
were part of the Russian Empire should be viewed positively and as a key stage in the formation
of Belarusian national statehood. Interestingly, these highly controversial historical assessments
are not only required to be conveyed by history teachers. When teaching seventh-grade students
the excerpt “Lessons of Pani Maria” from Bryl’s novel “Sirochy Khleb”, Belarusian literature
teachers are instructed to tell school students about “the genocide of the Belarusian people by the
Poles in Western Belarus.” Thus, the history curriculum in Belarusian schools is increasingly
aimed at shaping students' perceptions of Russia as a “defender” and source of statehood, and of
Poland as a “threat” to Belarusian identity and statehood. Belarusian subjectivity is explained
through the Russian Empire/USSR, and national heroes and uprisings are “repackaged” as Polish.
3. Rapid increase in passing scores for fee-paying education in Belarusian universities. Back
in July, we reported on the increase in passing scores for state-funded education in almost all
universities. In August, universities published the final results of the admission campaign, and it
turned out that the passing scores for fee-paying education had risen even more than for state-
funded education. For state-funded education, the average increase was 10 to 15 points, and for
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fee-paying education, 20 to 25 points. For some state-funded programs, the minimum admission
scores reached 398, and for fee-paying programs, 387.!° For medical programs, the minimum
admission score for fee-paying programs rose by almost 45 points. In our opinion, the main reasons
for this situation were:

- Increase in the number of graduates and reduction in university places. Over the past few years,
the number of 11th grade graduates has been growing, but the state has only slightly increased the
number of state-funded places and significantly reduced the number of fee-paying places. As a
result, competition between applicants has intensified, leading to an increase in scores.

- Increase in the number of sponsored students. This year, universities enrolled about 5,850
sponsored students,?® which is 1,250 more than a year ago. Sponsored students are enrolled earlier
than other applicants and take up state-funded places. In 10 universities, sponsored students have
taken 30% of state-funded full-time places, and in medical universities, this share ranged from 76
to 80%. For many applicants, sponsored education is a guarantee of admission, so they agree to a
five-year work by distribution in order to be among the students. For other applicants, however,
the increase in the number of sponsored students means a reduction in state-funded places,
increased competition, higher passing scores, and the need to apply for fee-paying programs.

- Increase in the number of preferential admission tracks. This year saw a record increase in the
number of students admitted without competitive exams or entrance exams. According to
Education Minister Andrei Ivanets, universities accepted a total of about 6,8002! applicants under
preferential admission tracks, which is 2,300 more than a year ago. Thus, beneficiaries and target
applicants took up more than 12,600 state-funded full-time places, which is almost half of the
originally planned number. As a result, many applicants did not qualify for state-funded programs
and were forced to apply for fee-paying programs. However, there were fewer places available for
fee-paying programs than a year ago, and there were many more applicants than places available.
In our opinion, in the future, the Ministry of Education will continue its policy of reducing the
number of fee- paying places in universities, increasing the number of quota-based admission and
preferential admission routes. This means that competition for fee-paying places will increase,
which in turn means that an increase in the minimum admission scores for fee-paying places will
be a characteristic feature of next year's admissions campaign.

4. Subordination of the education system to Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s wishes. A notable
development in Belarusian education in August was the renaming of MSLU to “Belarusian State
University of Foreign Languages.”?* This event is particularly significant because the renaming
took place without any announcements or public discussion. We believe that the main reason for
the renaming of the university was Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s negative reaction during his visit to
MSLU in November 2024.2* At that time, the Belarusian leader was outraged by the name of the
university and nostalgically recalled the Soviet era, when the university was called the “Institute
of Foreign Languages.” As can be seen, the new name of the university fully corresponds to
Aliaksandr Lukashenka's wishes. Interestingly, the topic of renaming was immediately picked up
by pro-government propaganda, which tried to show the full support of students and teachers for
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the new name.?* For example, one of the students says that she is “very happy to witness such an
important event in the life of our university,” and the university’s rector, Natallia Laptseva, notes
that the new status “reflects the dynamic development of the university.” Neither the students nor
the university administration could explain what exactly this dynamic development consists of and
why the new name is a source of pride. Moreover, in the same interview, Natallia Laptseva
announced the opening of a new specialty at the university, “Digital Linguistics,” which contains
a word that was removed from the new name of the university. This is not the first case of renaming
in the education system due to the wishes of Aliaksandr Lukashenka: in early 2025, a faculty at
VSU was renamed because the Belarusian leader did not like its name during a visit to the
university.?® In addition, at the end of May 2025, it became known that compulsory internship for
students in grades 5-8 would be introduced in Belarusian schools, which was also done without
any discussion, and the initiator of the decision was Aliaksandr Lukashenka in the summer of
2024.26 The renaming of MSLU to BSUFL is yet another example of the growing cult of
personality surrounding Aliaksandr Lukashenka, both in Belarusian society as a whole and in the
education system in particular, where any word from the Belarusian ruler is perceived as a signal
for mandatory execution. The situation with the renaming of the capital’s university also
demonstrates the absolute lack of independence of the Ministry of Education, which has become
particularly evident during Andrei Ivanets’ three years as minister. Despite some successful
decisions, Andrei Ivanets has finally turned into a mere executor of the Belarusian ruler’s will,
ready to carry out any, even the most absurd, of his orders.

5. Expansion of the network of law enforcement educational institutions. In the second half
of August, it became known that at least two new law enforcement educational institutions would
appear in Belarus in the coming years. First, Minsk official Andrei Stryhelski announced that a
new cadet school would be opened on Prytytskaha Street in Minsk in the next 1.5-2 years to train
personnel for admission to the Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and employment in
internal affairs agencies.?’ Information about the possible appearance of a new cadet school in
Minsk first appeared a year ago,?® but after Stryhelski’s statement, it became clear that the decision
to open a new law enforcement educational institution in Minsk had already been finalized. Also
in August, it became known that Aliaksandr Lukashenka had signed a decree providing for the
creation of a new educational institution - the College of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) of
the Republic of Belarus.?” The college will open in September 2026 through the reorganization of
the existing Center for Training, Advanced Training, and Retraining of MIA Personnel, located in
Harani, Minsk region. It is planned that the college will train about 100 officers for the internal
affairs agencies annually. Recall that the creation of the MIA College was first announced by
Minister Ivan Kubrakou back in May this year,>® but now we can say that the authorities are
moving towards the implementation of this initiative. Despite the fact that in the new academic
year, for the first time in several years, no new law enforcement educational institutions will open
in Belarus, Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s decree and Andrei Stryhelsk’'s words indicate that the
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authorities are continuing their policy of militarizing Belarusian education, which is characterized
by the active expansion of the network of security-oriented educational institutions throughout the
country and the education system's priority focus on these institutions. We are convinced that the
network of security-oriented educational institutions will continue to expand, and that in addition
to the College of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the new cadet school in Minsk, other similar
educational institutions will inevitably appear in Belarus.

6. The Ministry of Education has finalized its plans to reform master’s programs. We
reported on these plans in our June monitoring study, and in August, Minister of Education Andrei
Ivanets discussed how the process would unfold in an interview with the Belaruski Chas®!
newspaper. The minister promises that master’s programs will remain in the Belarusian higher
education system, but immediately adds that they should be geared toward the needs of the real
sector of the economy. Andrei Ivanets offers another argument in favor of preserving master’s
programs: they are very popular among foreign students studying at Belarusian universities. At
the same time, officials intend to abolish master’s degrees as a mandatory step before entering
postgraduate studies, as well as allow postgraduate students to teach at universities without
completing a master’s degree. Thus, elements of the Soviet higher education system, which was
single-tiered and allowed university graduates to enter postgraduate studies directly, will return to
Belarusian education. At the same time, it can be expected that master's degree programs will
become more focused on the needs of the state in the economy with the help of already familiar
mechanisms: sponsored training and a system of compulsory job by distribution. In our opinion,
the planned innovations will require close cooperation between universities and employers, who
will need to introduce new requirements for potential employees. As for master’s programs as a
step towards developing research skills, the officials’ plans make them practically useless and
focused only on foreign students. Finally, the planned innovations distance Belarusian education
from European standards, which will only increase its isolation.

7. Formalization of the ban on the use of mobile phones by school students throughout the
school day. A week before the start of the new academic year, the Ministry of Education published
a new version of the decree “On the Approval of Safety Rules, Rules for Investigating and
Recording Accidents Involving Students,”*? which formally establishes the previously announced
ban on students using mobile phones in schools throughout the school day. According to the
published document, students will have to switch their mobile phones to silent mode when entering
the educational institution and then leave the device in a specially designated storage area until the
end of the school day. This ban does not apply to students who need to use a mobile phone for
health reasons (monitoring blood sugar in diabetes, etc.). It should also be noted that the ban on
the use of mobile phones applies not only to students but also to teachers. They may only use
mobile communication devices during the educational process in the event of a threat to the life
or health of students, employees, or other emergencies. Although information about the ban
appeared quite some time ago, the publication of the document caused a mixed reaction from both
parents® and the teaching community.>* Parents were particularly outraged by the fact that just a
week before the start of the academic year, they learned that not only mobile phones but also smart
watches and other devices with Internet access were banned. Moreover, a group of parents drafted
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a special statement pointing out that the Ministry of Education's decree was inconsistent with
Belarusian law.*> The main reason for the teachers’ dissatisfaction was the fact that they often use
mobile phones to perform their work duties, and the ban would significantly complicate their
activities. The authorities are well aware of the reaction that this innovation has caused in
Belarusian society. During a city information stream for ideological activists in Minsk,*® Siarhei
Klishchevich, MP of the House of Representatives, openly stated that most school students and
their parents do not support the ban on the use of mobile communications, and warned listeners
that the innovation would cause many conflicts in schools, so ideologists need to help teachers and
correctly convey the state’s position to parents. Both the Ministry of Education and pro-
government propaganda tried to respond to public discontent, but this response cannot be called
adequate or constructive. For example, pro-government media outlets called active parents a “loud
minority” and selected only those comments that supported the decision to ban cell phones in
schools.’” As for the introduction of a ban on the use of mobile gadgets for teachers, Iryna
Karzhova, an employee of the Ministry of Education, attempted to comment on the situation.*
However, her comments were based on extremely obvious and useless arguments that teachers
would not have their cell phones taken away and that it was unacceptable to use phones for
personal purposes during working hours. The official ignored the main request of Belarusian
teachers, so schools will start the new academic year without specific instructions regarding the
use of phones by teachers. In our opinion, the introduction of a ban on the use of mobile phones
by students and teachers will lead to a huge number of conflicts in schools from the beginning of
September, and we are convinced that many parents will support their children in circumventing
the ban. As for teachers, we believe that the ban will not be complied with, as school administrators
will not be able to organize the educational process without the use of mobile phones. School
administrators often distract teachers from teaching by giving them additional tasks via mobile
phones, and we are confident that this practice will continue in the future. As a result, a situation
will arise in schools where teachers will require students to comply with the new rules, but will
themselves demonstratively violate these rules. The strong reaction from parents and teachers once
again highlights the problem of the lack of dialogue between the Ministry of Education and the
public before important changes are made. We are confident that the timely organization of real
public discussions on the issue of banning mobile phones in schools could have eliminated a
number of controversial issues and shown officials in advance the extremely ambiguous reaction
of society. However, given the current social situation in Belarus, it is easier for the Ministry of
Education to ignore public opinion, make decisions independently, and continue to pursue a policy
of standardizing Belarusian education.

8. Continued low levels of ideologization in Belarusian education. Throughout August, we
observed a continuation of the July trend, which consisted of a significant decrease in the number
of ideological events in Belarusian education. The main reason for the decline in the pace of
ideologization is the summer vacation at almost all levels of Belarusian education. At the same
time, ideological events continued to be held, and most of them affected school students who were
vacationing at summer health camps:
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- At the preschool level, the most frequent examples of ideological activities continued to be
meetings between children and prosecutors as part of the “Letter about Belarus™ project. Such
meetings were held throughout August in preschools in Shklou;** Niasvizh,*® Shklou,*!
Pukhavichy* districts, and other regions of the country. Children across the country also continued
to be encouraged to participate in the “Belaya Rus' through the eyes of children” competition, in
which they had to draw ideological pictures with chalk on the pavement. Examples of young
children participating in this competition can be seen in preschool institutions in Brest,** Homiel,*
Karma,*® and Zhytkavichy.*® In Minsk, meetings with officials Maryna Ilyina*’ and Raman
Bandaruk*® were arranged for pupils of kindergarten No.2. In a number of regions, the Orthodox
Church was involved in working with kindergartens: in Petrykau® and Ivanava®° districts, children
were taken to Orthodox churches, and in Mazyr,’! an Orthodox holiday was organized for children
with the participation of a priest. The creation of various ideological objects on the territory of
kindergartens has become a nationwide phenomenon. For example, various flower arrangements
and installations on the theme of the 80th anniversary of the USSR’s victory in World War II were
created in kindergartens in Lida>? and Kalinkavichy,’* and ideological “art objects” appeared in
kindergartens in Shklou,’* Homiel,>* and Zelva.>

- As in July, the main ideological event at the level of general secondary education was the holding
of meetings between school students vacationing in recreation camps and officials, pro-
government activists, and propagandists as part of the “Step to Success” campaign. For example,
BRSM activists held propaganda meetings with young people in camps in the Aktsiabrski,’
Maladzechna,”® Mahiliou,” Staradarozhski,®® Dokshytsy,’! Drahichyn,® and Baranavichy®
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districts. In Minsk city,** Stoubtsy,® Navahrudak,® and Pukhavichy®’ districts, officials met with
school students. Ruslan Kasyhin,®® MP of the House of Representatives, met with teenagers at the
Chaika camp, MP Valery Malashko® — at the Rodnik camp, MP Siarhei Klishevich’® — at the
Gorizont camp, and Thar Karpenka,”' the head of the Central Election Commission, met with
teenagers at the Zubrenok National Children’s Educational and Health Center. At the Brigantina,
Rodnichok,”® and Polochanka’ camps, students met with activists of the Belaya Rus' pro-
government party. As in the case of kindergarteners, school students across the country were
encouraged to participate in the ideological contest “Belarus through the eyes of children,” as can
be seen in Minsk city,”” Homiel city,”® Zhlobin,”” Baranavichy,”® and Homiel” districts. In
addition, during the month, we recorded a number of local events with a clear ideological context.
For example, in Petrykau, school students were gathered to watch the propaganda film “Gaspard
did not answer the call.”®® Students at the Khalch Basic School were forced to dress in formal
business attire for an ideological photo session with members of the local branch of the Belaya
Rus’ pro-government party.®! School students from Pruzhany district were involved in another
ideological photoshoot: they were forced to pose with official symbols in honor of the district
reaching the milestone of 100,000 tons of harvested grain.®? Students from schools in the
Frunzenski district of Minsk®® were sent to the center of Minsk to participate in the filming of a
video clip by blogger Maxi Musaev, which clearly has an ideological slant. In Navapolatsk, school
students were taken to see the propaganda exhibition “Belarus united and invincible,”%*
Maladzechna, students were told about the life and activities of Aliaksandr Lukashenka as part of
the event “I know everything about Belarus.”®® In the Brigantina,*® Zubrenok,?” Lider,*® Raduga®
camps, and many other institutions, events were organized on the theme of the Great Patriotic War.
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In Lida® and Pruzhany®! districts, despite the summer holidays, students were encouraged to
participate in mourning rallies dedicated to the events of the Great Patriotic War. In Brest,*?
Chachersk,”® Hrodna®* district, and Asipovichy®® district, prosecutors visited recreation camps to
give lectures on the genocide of the Belarusian people during World War II. Representatives of
the Orthodox Church were also very active in working with school students in August. In Minsk
city,”® Homiel city,”” Stoubtsy,”® Ivanava,” Dziarzhynsk,'!”’ and Drahichyn'®! districts, priests
visited camps to talk with young people, and school students in Minsk city,'®> Homiel city,'*
Rechytsa city,!* Stoubtsy,!* Homiel,'° Lyuban,!?” Petrykau,'®® and Smaliavichy!® districts were
taken to Orthodox churches as part of the camp program. As in the case of kindergartens, schools
across the country have created ideological compositions and installations, as can be seen in
institutions in Minsk,!!® Rahachou,!'! Homiel,''? Yelsk,'!* and Petrykau''* districts. But the most
notable example can be seen in Kobryn district, where employees of the Navasiolka secondary
school created a floral composition in the shape of the official coat of arms of Belarus.!!> The
composition has questionable aesthetics and does not really fit into the overall concept of the

garden, but this did not prevent the Ministry of Education from preparing an enthusiastic report

29 ¢¢ 29 ¢

about it. The composition is called a “masterpiece,” “a treasure,” “a new trend in patriotic
education,” and “a powerful symbol of love for the Motherland” in the Ministry’s statement.!!6
This situation shows that there is an attempt to introduce an ideological component into education
everywhere, even in the most subtle forms and manifestations. At the same time, the Ministry of
Education actively encourages this phenomenon, which speaks to the paramount importance of

the ideological component in Belarusian education.
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- At the college and university level, ideological events were rarely held in August and were mainly
related to encouraging students to participate in community service days and student group
activities. During the summer holidays, teachers became the main participants in ideological
events at these levels of education, which was particularly evident at the end of August in
connection with the launch of the large-scale campaign “Belarus Adzinaya.” The campaign is
dedicated to National Unity Day and aims to promote the pro-government information agenda
among Belarusians. In Barysau, pro-government propaganda was spread by the MPs Vadzim
Hihin and Ruslan Kasyhin, propagandist Ihar Tur, and the audience of the event included
employees of Dziarzhynsk College,!!” Kopyl College,!'® Illya Agricultural College,'"”
educational institutions in Minsk region. In Hrodna, a similar event was held at HrSU, with
speakers including MPs Vadzim Hihin and Mikhail Aksenyuk, as well as Aliaksei Audonin,'?® an
employee of the pro-government analytical institute BISI. The event was attended not only by
employees of HrSU, but also by teachers from other educational institutions in Hrodna region.!?!
We believe that the practice of involving teachers in viewing propaganda action will continue

and other

throughout the entire period of its implementation, and in September, school and university
students will be involved in it.

9. Maintaining low pace of militarization in Belarusian education. As in the case of the
ideologization process, we observed active promotion of militarization in August only at the level
of general secondary education. We are convinced that the slowdown in the militarization of
Belarusian education in July and August is temporary and related to summer break:

- At the preschool level, militarized activities were targeted. These included a visit by preschoolers
from Lida to the 116th Assault Air Base,'?* as well as a tourist gathering at Kindergarten No.5 in
Astravets, where children were dressed in military uniforms and the event was organized by
security forces.!?* Note that in the new academic year, preschool education will be the only level
where the process of militarization will proceed at a slow pace.

- As mentioned above, the most active militarized component was implemented at the level of
general secondary education. In August, classes continued in the Otvaga,'?* Rys’-Naroulia,'?’
Orly,'?® and Tsirkon'?” military-patriotic clubs. A special field camp was organized for members
of the Granit club,'?® while members of the Sokol club visited the Leninets camp to hold a
militarized event with school students on vacation.!? In addition, large-scale national events were
held in August for members of military-patriotic clubs: the “We Have Something to Be Proud Of,
We Have Something to Defend!”!* contest of marching and singing, the Dynamiada military
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tournament,'! and a training field drill for military-patriotic clubs of the Ministry of Emergency

Situations.!3? Military-patriotic camps continued to operate in Minsk,'** Mahiliou,'** Babruisk,'*
Lida,'*® Babruisk district,'3” and other regions of the country. A military-patriotic camp was also
organized at the Zubrenok National Children’s Educational and Health Center.!*® The militarized
component was also actively promoted in the work of regular recreation camps. In Chachersk,'*
Svetlahorsk, ' Svislach,'#! and Stoubtsy'*? districts, school students were taken to the premises
of law enforcement agencies, where they were given weapons and special equipment. Recreation
camps in Valozhyn,'* Cherven,'** Minsk,'* Pukhavichy,!*® and Homiel'* districts, as well as the
Zubrenok camp,'*® were visited by representatives of law enforcement agencies to conduct
propaganda lectures and militarized activities with young people. We would like to highlight a
propaganda event that took place at the Legenda tent camp of the Ratichy Secondary School. The
speaker was Dzmitry Kaminski, an employee of the OMON operational company of the Hrodna
Regional Executive Committee, who talked about his career and how to become an OMON
officer.!* It is notable that the meeting took place on the eve of the fifth anniversary of the 2020
presidential election in Belarus, which escalated into brutal beatings of citizens by law
enforcement agencies and, above all, OMON fighters. On numerous occasions, members of this
security force have been seen using torture and excessive violence against protesters, but we can
see that for the current authorities, such people are heroes, and the authorities are trying to impose
this image on children and teenagers.

- At the college and university level, there were almost no military events. The only exception
worth mentioning is the mandatory training session for newly enrolled students, which took place
in mid-August at the Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The training program included
a large number of classes where new cadets were taught how to use shields and batons to suppress
mass demonstrations.!>® Although such training is not new for the Academy,'! the desire of the
university’s leadership to teach cadets the rules for dispersing rallies and other mass events from
the very beginning clearly demonstrates the priorities set in Belarusian law enforcement
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universities. When discussing militarized activities in colleges and universities, it is important to
mention the new requirements for these levels of education in the new academic year. Given these
circumstances, we believe that as early as September, there will be a sharp increase in the level of
militarization of the educational process at these levels of education.

10. The dominant positions of Russia and China in the field of international educational
cooperation and further actions aimed at isolating Belarusians from the opportunity to
obtain a European education. In August, Belarus cooperated in the field of education with
Armenia, Vietnam, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, China, Russia, Serbia, Uganda, and Uzbekistan. As
in previous months, educational contacts with the vast majority of the countries were sporadic. As
in July, Belarus maintained stable educational cooperation only with Russia and China. However,
while last month the number of educational contacts with these countries was approximately the
same, in August Russia noticeably pulled ahead and once again became Belarus’s main partner in
the field of educational cooperation. The positive developments in international educational
cooperation include the first participation in a long time of a Belarusian team of school students
in the prestigious International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA).!%? At the same
time, the Belarusian government continues to support and even strengthen the policy of isolating
Belarusian education and is taking new measures aimed at reducing the flow of Belarusian citizens
to European universities. In August, it became known that the resources of the European
Humanities University (EHU) on the Internet had been recognized as “extremist.”!** For 20 years,
EHU has been one of the centers of attraction for Belarusian students in Europe, thanks to which
many Belarusians have been able to obtain a European higher education. The decision to label
EHU resources as “extremist” is currently intended as a scare tactic, as it does not directly threaten
students and teachers at the university, even under Belarusian law. However, the “extremist” status
of EHU resources will definitely increase the fear of Belarusian youth regarding their future
prospects of studying at this university and will play an even more important role in the decision-
making process of people in Belarus who are considering applying to the university. It should also
be noted that the forwarding of official EHU communications will now fall under the repressive
Belarusian legislation, which will deprive some Belarusians of information about opportunities to
study in the European Union. We assume that the next step by the authorities may be to recognize
EHU as an “extremist organization,” which will become the basis for direct political repression
against all students and staff of the university.

11. New opportunities for Belarusian youth to study at higher education institutions in
Russia. In early August, Valery Falkov, Minister of Science and Higher Education of Russia,
announced that Belarusian applicants would soon be able to apply for grants to study at higher
education institutions in Russia.!** This statement was made by the Russian official during his
visit to Belarus. Information about the possible introduction of a grant system for education first
appeared a year ago, in summer 2024. The grant itself provides ample opportunities to attract
Belarusian applicants to the higher education system of Russia. It covers the costs of tuition,
accommodation, medical services, and transportation. Applicants will be selected based on the
results of a specialized international competition organized by the Global Universities Association,
which has been held remotely since 2017 in various fields and disciplines. We predict that this
grant program will primarily be aimed at attracting the most talented Belarusian applicants to
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higher education institutions in Russia. This is indicated by the presence of a whole block of
olympiad-level tasks in one of the stages. The emergence of such an opportunity before the
academic year indicates a targeted effort to attract Belarusian applicants to the higher education
system of Russia. It should be noted that, in addition to grant support, there are federal quotas for
Belarusian applicants, which currently amount to 1,300 places, as well as opportunities to enter
higher education institutions in Russia through competitions organized by the universities
themselves. The emergence of new opportunities to attract our students to study in Russia is in
line with the new goals of the Russian Ministry of Science and Higher Education, which plans to
significantly increase the number of foreign applicants to its universities to 500,000 by 2030.'%° It
is clear that Belarusian students are one of Russia’s priorities in this regard.
12. Continuation of the trend of attracting Belarusian students, young people, and young
professionals to educational and introductory trips to Russia. In August, pro-Russian
organizations continued their activities to actively transport Belarusian students and young people
to Russia, including to occupied Crimea, as part of various programs. In the first half of August, a
group of Belarusian students traveled to Crimea. A group of 30 Belarusian students took part in
the opening of the 9th thematic session at the Artek International Children’s Center.!*® In August,
young people from Brest, Vitsiebsk, Homiel, Hrodna, Minsk, and Navapolatsk participated in the
White Water of Siberia-2025 forum. The participants from the Belarusian side included
representatives of the Ministry of Sports and Tourism of Belarus, sports federations, public
associations, athletes, and students. The White Water of Siberia project itself is organized by the
Russian Rafting Federation, the International Rafting Federation, and Rossotrudnichestvo.!'>” The
entire project is being implemented by the New Generation program. We have repeatedly pointed
out in our monitoring reports the active use of the opportunities provided by the New Generation
program by participants from Belarus. The program was created for familiarization trips to Russia
for young representatives of political, public, scientific, and business circles of foreign countries.
Previously, the number of participants in the program was about 1,000 people annually.'*® This
year, that number will grow to 1,600 people. By decision of the Russian president, the age of
participants has also been increased, now ranging from 14 to 40 years old. With regard to Belarus,
this program is actively used to select Belarusian regional journalists, public association workers,
mid-level officials, young employees of enterprises, scientists, youth workers, etc. for trips to
Russia. The significant increase in the number of program participants opens up even more
opportunities for Rossotrudnichestvo to attract Belarusians for such trips to Russia, which, in our
opinion, provides even more opportunities to promote the image of Russia as Belarus’s main
partner, promotes the idea of a “single educational and cultural space,” and strengthens the
orientation towards Russia as a whole. We predict an increase in the number of Belarusians
participating n this program in the near future.
In August, work continued with Belarusian teachers and the organization of their trips to Russia.
Teachers from Belarus traveled to St. Petersburg for a two-week “Summer School” — a special
program for the professional development of Russian language teachers.!> The stated objectives
of the program included strengthening foreign ties between teachers in Russia and Belarus. The
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program was organized by Rossotrudnichestvo, the St. Petersburg Committee for External
Relations, the Russkiy Mir Foundation, and the St. Petersburg State University Language Testing
Center. In the context of de facto isolation and the cessation of educational contacts with Western
European countries, Russia has now become virtually the only place where Belarusian teachers
can freely go for internships, participate in competitions, and improve their qualifications. Russian
organizations, actors, and educational institutions are actively taking advantage of the situation.
The number of such exchanges and contacts will only grow, especially in the context of building
the “Union State” and establishing a “single educational space” between Russia and Belarus. In
fact, at the moment, Belarusian teachers have virtually no alternative options for development and
international contacts.

13. Launch of the Russian Engineering School project in Belarus. In August, the
Rossotrudnichestvo agency launched a new large-scale educational project aimed at working with
school-age children and students. The Russian Engineering School was launched in 11 countries
at once, including Belarus.!'®® The school is organized as a joint project between
Rossotrudnichestvo and the S. Ordzhonikidze Russian State Geological Prospecting University.
From August 25 to December 25, 14 teachers trained in Russia at 14 Rossotrudnichestvo advanced
education centers in 11 countries, including Belarus, with the help of 28 tutors — citizens of these
countries — will teach a course in robotics for university and school students of all ages. In Belarus,
the project is being implemented at the Russian House in Minsk. It is worth noting the wide range
of ages of the students who will be tutored over the next few months at the Russian House in
Minsk. The course “First Steps in Robotics” is designed for students aged 8-10, the course
“Electronics and Electrical Engineering” for students aged 10-14, and the course “Codes and
Machines” for students aged 14-18.16!
This project is a continuation of a consistent strategy to bring the two education systems closer
together and promote close cooperation at all levels. The project will involve not only school
students, but also first-year university students. In addition, our teachers are actively involved in
the project and will act as tutors for engineering school students. In addition to close cooperation,
pro-Russian organizations use such educational projects and schools to work with gifted students
and future applicants for admission to higher education institutions in Russia. This is indirectly
confirmed by the number of Belarusian students in Russia, which has grown in recent years and
currently stands at 12 to 15 thousand people.

14. The unrecognized Luhansk People’s Republic and the Belarusian education system. In
August, several events took place in the Belarusian education system, in which students from the
unrecognized Luhansk People's Republic participated in one way or another. At the end of August,
a large-scale festival called “Good People” was held in Babruisk. The event took place on the
territory of the Convent of the Holy Myrrh-Bearing Women of the Minsk Diocese of the
Belarusian Orthodox Church with the support of the Rossotrudnichestvo representative office in
Belarus.!6

The festival was spiritual and educational in nature. In addition to students from Belarus,
children’s ensembles from Russia (St. Petersburg) and the villages of Belokurakino,
Neshcheretovo, and Pavlovka in the unrecognized Luhansk People’s Republic took part in the
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festival.'®® The ideological orientation of the festival was evident in its content: during the festival,
divine liturgies, prayer services, spiritual and moral discussions, and readings were held, in which
students participated.'®* Activities typical of events organized under the auspices of the Belarusian
Orthodox Church and pro-Russian organizations were organized for the festival participants. Trips
were organized to the Ermak Cossack Equestrian Club and the Esaul Cossack Equestrian Stunt
Theater.'®> On the Belarusian side, the participants were students from School No.17 in
Babruisk.'® Another example of interaction with the occupied territories of Ukraine was the
official opening of an exhibition of drawings by students of School No.5 in Luhansk, the
unrecognized Luhansk People’s Republic.'®” The exhibition was organized by the Brest branch of
the Russian Society organization. The drawings themselves were delivered to Belarus back in June
2025, during the Sodruzhestvo motor rally organized by the same Russian Society organization.
Part of the route of the rally itself passed through the occupied territories of Ukraine. The guest of
honor at the exhibition was Oleg Murashov,'®® Consul General of Russia in Brest. School students
from Brest also took part in the ceremony.

In August, at the invitation of the Belaya Rus Republican Public Association, students aged 8-12
from the unrecognized Luhansk People’s Republic came to the Borovik children’s recreation camp
in Hrodna region for health improvement.'® Employees of the Russian House in Hrodna and staff
of the Consulate General of Russia in Hrodna took part in the events for children from the
unrecognized LNR.!7® This is not the first event this summer organized by employees of the
Russian House in Hrodna at camps and sanatoriums for Belarusian students, but it is the first case
of interaction with children who have arrived from the occupied territories of Ukraine. The holding
of such events indicates the increasing penetration and influence of pro-Russian organizations.
Interaction with the Belarusian Orthodox Church strengthens the position of such organizations
and allows them to establish new channels of communication with educational institutions and
local authorities, without whose approval such events cannot be held. In turn, contacts with the
occupied territories of Ukraine effectively legalize their status without official recognition at the
political level in Belarus.
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