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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

● In March, Lukashenka took office as president of Belarus for the seventh time. 
Taking into account this cadence, his total experience in power may amount 
to 35 years. Belarusian propaganda tries to find an explanation for the society 
why one person should be in power for so long, and for this purpose 
mythologizes Lukashenka’s place and role in the recent history of Belarus.  
 

● The propaganda speaks about the exceptional importance and inviolability of 
the union with Russia, but the “president” himself regularly makes it clear that 
Belarus is not going to become part of Russia. In March, he also spoke about it 
in Moscow, at a meeting with members of the Federation Council of Russia. 
 

● Belarusian democratic forces are still the main target of propaganda attacks. 
In March, Lukashenka made threats against certain “public people” who “sit 
quietly,” apparently from those who supported the 2020 protests and are still 
in the country. Such a statement could signal the beginning of a new round of 
political repression.  
 

● The closure of the Federal Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
other similar foundations by the Donald Trump administration has been 
greeted with great approval by pro-government commentators.  
 

● Propagandists are excited about Trump’s actions in the field of foreign policy, 
especially with regard to the war in Ukraine. Skeptics, however, call to prepare 
for pressure on Russia and Belarus. Others even advise against trusting Trump 
and the West in general, focusing on an alliance with Russia and 
strengthening partnerships with China, Iran, and North Korea.  
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BELARUS 

 

Lukashenka’s inauguration. Strengthening of the cult of personality 

In March, Aliaksandr Lukashenka was inaugurated for a seventh presidential term. 
Given the current cadence, Lukashenka will have been in power for 35 years, making 
him one of the longest-serving dictators in the world.  

Belarusian propaganda constantly faces a difficult task to explain to the public the 
necessity of one person being in power for such a long time. Even in a closed 
authoritarian country with a cleansed information space and the cult of the ruler’s 
personality imposed for decades, citizens inevitably have such questions. 
Propagandists generate answers to them by mythologizing the recent Belarusian 
past, in which Lukashenka came and led the country in 1994 as a “savior.” 

Yauhen Pustavy, Minskaya Prauda: 

“The country and society had degraded. Belarusians lost faith in the Soviet 
nomenklatura, there was no trust in the clan of nationalists either. Aliaksandr 
Lukashenka was different. A courageous and not indifferent fighter against 
corruption stood out from the crowd of the then Supreme Council. He spoke 
about the things that worried both a village teacher and a factory worker 
from the capital. It was a breath of fresh air <...>.” (Minskaya Prauda, “The real 
day of people’s freedom,” 24.03).  

Ihar Tur, ONT TV presenter: 

“The future President saw from the inside that the main problem of young 
Belarus in the hard times for the country was the pseudo-democratic values 
alien to the mentality of the society, artificially imposed and absolutely not 
working in this country. When it became finally clear that “democracy” in that 
Belarus is the absence of decisions and complete incapability to agree, only 
then the leader led the country.” (ONT, Propaganda, 24.03).  

Lukashenka’s inauguration took place on March 25, the day when free Belarusians 
celebrate Freedom Day – a holiday in honor of the proclamation of independence of 
the Belarusian People’s Republic (BNR) in 1918. Holding the ceremony on this very 
day can hardly be called accidental. It was as if the Lukashenka regime said, “We will 
trample your symbols and you will never get freedom.” 

It is not accidental that the above-quoted article by propagandist Yauhen Pustavy 
was called “The real day of people’s freedom.” Another propagandist of Minskaya 
Prauda, Kiryl Kalechyts, titled his article even more radically: “The day of stink or 
freedom [a wordplay contrasting ‘Volya’ – freedom in Belarusian – with Von’ – stink]: 
what kind of pseudo-holiday is this?” According to Kalechyts, the inauguration 
“crossed out the plans of zmahars [dissenting Belarusians] to ‘svyatkavat’ [celebrate] 
on the squares of European capitals.” (Minskaya Prauda, 25.03).  

Vadzim Hihin, member of the “parliament”: 

“Until recently, the date of March 25 was associated with social division, 
political confrontation. This year the situation has changed. From now on, 
March 25 is firmly linked in history with the inauguration of the President.” 
(SB. Belarus Segodnya, 29.03).  

During the inauguration days, the state-controlled media were flooding with 
dithyrambs and gratitude to the “president.” Another author of Minskaya Prauda, 

https://mlyn.by/24032025/nastoyashhij-den-narodnoj-voli-razbiraemsya-v-simvolah-inauguraczii/
https://mlyn.by/24032025/nastoyashhij-den-narodnoj-voli-razbiraemsya-v-simvolah-inauguraczii/
https://t.me/ontnews/175629
https://mlyn.by/24032025/nastoyashhij-den-narodnoj-voli-razbiraemsya-v-simvolah-inauguraczii/
https://mlyn.by/25032025/den-voni-ili-voli-chto-eto-za-psevdoprazdnik-takoj/
https://www.sb.by/articles/svidetelstva-preemstvennosti-pokoleniy.html
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Andrei Lazutkin, for example, wrote in his article that Lukashenka is “the master in 
the house, who should be obeyed.” Propagandist and diplomat of the Belarusian 
Embassy in Moscow Aliaksandr Shpakouski called the “president” “the demiurge of 
our state model.” “Political scientist” Aliaksei Dzermant once again brought an 
analogy with the “father of the nation”: 

“He sees our society as his close ones, his children. I trust him, I try to help him 
as much as I can. He is our nation’s Batska [father].” 

Vadzim Hihin, member of the National Assembly of Belarus (“parliament”): 

“Of course, the ruling circles of Poland and the Baltic States perceive the 
inauguration of the President of the Republic of Belarus as their defeat. After 
all, they would like to see their puppet at the head of our country, to dictate us 
how to live, with whom to be friends. Nothing came out of it and will not 
come out of it! <...> The future is our Belarus, the one we have built and 
continue to build under the leadership of our President.” (Personal 
Telegram channel, 26.03) 

Mikalai Karpiankou, the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs and Commander of the 
Internal Troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, in an interview to the SB. Belarus 
Segodnya newspaper, speaking about military-patriotic training in Belarus, 
expressed the opinion that “children should be ready to stand up for the 
president.” (18.03) 

As before, propagandists gladly attract the concept of “dictatorship” characterizing 
the Lukashenka regime to their side, emphasizing that they have a “good” 
dictatorship.  

Maryna Subota, Minskaya Prauda: 

“The planet has a role model – Belarus, where truth is in abundance. Which 
means we are becoming stronger. Why? Because – Lukashenka. With his 
dictatorship of real deeds.” (Minskaya Prauda, 31.03)  

Lukashenka himself said in his inauguration speech that “half the world dreams 
about ‘the dictatorship of real deeds and people’s interests,’ like in Belarus.” (Website 
of the “president”, 25.03)  

 

The Alliance of Belarus and Russia 

The official Minsk is constantly talking about the need for an “alliance” with Russia. 
On March 13, at a meeting with Putin in Moscow, Lukashenka declared “nationwide 
support” in Belarus for the course of cooperation with the “great neighbor.” (BelTA, 
13.03)  

It is interesting that this meeting coincided in time with the visit of Trump’s Special 
Envoy Steven Witkoff to Moscow, who came to discuss the terms of the truce with 
Ukraine with Putin. Propagandists emphasized the symbolism of the fact that Putin 
first met with Lukashenka and only then with Witkoff, making the latter wait for 
several hours. The mentioned author of Minskaya Prauda, Andrei Lazutkin, believes 
that the priorities of the Belarusian and Russian “presidents” are more important 
than “some” Trump’s envoy:  

“...Our presidents are now discussing both the nuclear umbrella and what’s 
under it. <...> So Batska goes to Putin’s reception room first, and Trump will 
wait.” (Minskaya Prauda, 13.03)  

https://mlyn.by/25032025/batka-nas-ne-brosit-politolog-o-glavnyh-posylah-inauguraczii/
https://t.me/zheltye_slivy_Belarus/58962
https://t.me/dzermant/10300
https://t.me/Gigin_Vadim/4656
https://www.sb.by/articles/vremya-reshitelnykh-shagov.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/vremya-reshitelnykh-shagov.html
https://mlyn.by/31032025/pridurka-nazyvayut-reformatorom-a-pyaniczu-aktivistom-kak-rabotaet-zapadnaya-zhurnalistika/
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/ceremonia-vstuplenia-v-dolznost-vnov-izbrannogo-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-a-g-lukasenko
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-zajavil-o-narodnoj-podderzhke-v-belarusi-kursa-na-sotrudnichestvo-s-rossiej-702220-2025/
https://mlyn.by/13032025/batka-prohodit-vpered-a-trampushka-podozhdet-lukashenko-i-putin-provodyat-peregovory/


 

5 

It should be noted that Lazutkin often refers to the American president 
affectionately and contemptuously as “Trumpushka” [“little Trump,” a diminutive 
and affectionate construction, usually used in relation to children or abnormal 
heroes of fairy tales], expressing, among other things, his skeptical attitude towards 
all of his peacekeeping initiatives.  

At a meeting at the Federation Council of Russia (the upper house of Russia’s 
“parliament”) on March 14 in Moscow, Lukashenka spoke of defending the “common 
Fatherland,” apparently meaning the “Union State.”  

“If we are by ourselves, they will not stand on ceremony with us. That’s why 
the President of Russia and I agreed to defend our common Fatherland 
together.” (BelTA, 14.03)  

At the same time, speaking about the need for an “alliance” with the Kremlin, 
Lukashenka never forgets to gently remind Russians that Belarus is a sovereign 
country and is not going to become part of Russia, at least under his rule. He did not 
avoid this topic at his meeting with Russian MPs: 

“When will Russia become part of Belarus or, on the contrary, when will 
Belarus become part of Russia? It is unlikely to happen in the near future.” 

“Many years ago, I said that Belarus would never allow itself to stab its elder 
brother, the Russian man, meaning the Russians, in the back. We stay true to 
that promise even today, reliably defending and protecting our alliance, we do 
not drift. We are not drifting to either one side or the other.” (BelTA, 14.03)  

At this speech, Lukashenka also spoke against the creation of a common parliament 
of Belarus and Russia and the introduction of a common currency. (BelTA, 14.03) 

Meanwhile, the authorities are more and more interested in expanding their 
influence on the audience and strive to take “private” spheres under ideological 
control. On March 4, the main ideologist of the country – former Minister of 
Information of Belarus and now deputy head of the administration of the “president” 
Uladzimir Piartsou, said that ideological work in the country is not enough:  

“We need to slightly reformat ideological work. It is important to work not 
only with our activists, but also to go to those collectives and target groups 
where ideologists have not set foot. These are individual entrepreneurs and 
private commercial enterprises. This includes meetings at the place of 
residence with those people who run households and are not involved in the 
economy.” (BelTA, 04.03)  

 

 

 

  

https://t.me/minskctvby/80714
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-v-mire-schitajutsja-s-silnymi-poetomu-my-s-putinym-dogovorilis-vmeste-zaschischat-obschee-702472-2025/
http://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-esli-pridetsja-vybirat-my-vsegda-budem-na-storone-nashej-rossii-702459-2025/
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-v-mire-schitajutsja-s-silnymi-poetomu-my-s-putinym-dogovorilis-vmeste-zaschischat-obschee-702472-2025/
https://belta.by/society/view/pertsov-ideologicheskuju-rabotu-nuzhno-zatachivat-na-kontakt-s-tselevymi-gruppami-grazhdan-700001-2025/
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BELARUS’S DEMOCRATIC FORCES 

Supporters of democratic changes and activists of the protest movement are still 
the main target of attacks of Belarusian propaganda. The efforts of the state-
controlled channels are aimed at discrediting and splitting the democratically-
minded Belarusians.  

According to propagandists, “color revolutions” is the worst thing that can happen to 
any country.  

Andrei Mukavozchyk: 

“A new colony in the center of Europe - this is the true price and real outcome 
of the “color revolution”. Any [revolution]. <...> Belarus is a unique country, 
already, I believe, included in the latest textbooks, where even two “color 
rebellions” were not allowed to happen. Where the Western methodology, 
fueled by billions of dollars and euros, failed.” (SB. Belarus Segodnya, 24.03)  

Aliaksandr Shpakouski: 

“The presence of an external threat, political fifth column, collaborationist 
emigrant centers abroad are fully recognized by the President, but are 
considered as a factor of additional mobilization of the Belarusian society. The 
attempted color revolution in 2020 helped the Belarusian state and society to 
look at itself objectively in the mirror and get rid of its flaws.” (Personal 
Telegram channel, 25.03)  

Speaking on March 3 at a meeting with officials of the new social bloc of the 
Belarusian government, Lukashenka recalled some “public people” who supported 
the protests in 2020 and are still hiding in the country: 

“They are in fact enemies of our state and are sitting ‘under the broom’ [i.e. 
hiding, being quiet] for the time being. This should not be the case. <...> One 
should be able to forgive. But if a person violated, broke the law, deliberately 
did it, what kind of forgiveness can there be? <...> All public people – health 
care, education, media, culture, sports. And if you have violated the order, the 
law, if you have opposed the state, the whole nation has seen it.” 

In our opinion, this appeal may be a signal for the search for “enemies” and a new 
round of political repression.  

Lukashenka also separately addressed the main Belarusian propagandist – Minister 
of Information Marat Markau, who was present at the meeting, with an appeal to “go 
forward and win” in the conditions of the “ongoing information war”: 

“The Media. Look, there’s a war going on. So from the press secretary to our 
media, you know what to do.” 

On March 28, Belarusian officialdom celebrated the day of the establishment of the 
Main Directorate for Combating Organized Crime and Corruption (GUBOP), a special 
service that deals with political investigations and repression in the country. GUBOP 
officers were very active in suppressing street protests and torturing detainees. The 
propaganda glorified this service in its congratulations.  

Yury Tserakh: 

“Happy Birthday GUBOP!!! I wish that the enemies of the people always 
squeal at your appearance like those zmahars in the cafe [during the 
suppression of protests in 2020, GUBOP officers broke into cafes and beat up 

https://www.sb.by/articles/bereg-turetskiy--.html
https://t.me/shpakouski/6073
https://pozirk.online/ru/news/128390/
https://pozirk.online/ru/news/128390/
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customers]. That on every anniversary half of the enemy’s broadcasts be 
dedicated to how you broke them in 2020. That you beat out in their genetic 
code the understanding that you can’t break the law in Belarus!!!” (Ludazhory 
Telegram channel, 28.03).  

Ryhor Azaronak, STV TV presenter: 

“GUBOP. What a pleasant-sounding word. Officers. Warriors. Winners. The 
President’s Guard. They took the brunt of the vile rebellion. First in the streets, 
then in information and operational confrontation. <...> I know many of them 
personally. Honest, modest, loyal officers.” (Azaryonok. Napryamuyu, 28.03)  

 

A new propaganda film  

On March 18, the First Informational state TV channel broadcast the propaganda film 
“Alien Sky.” It consists of interviews of Belarusians, who left the country because of 
political persecution, who tell about the difficulties of their life abroad. As Nasha Niva 
found out, the interviews were obtained by deception: the characters of the film 
were sure that they were filmed by independent journalists. For example, the 
participants of the shooting in Vilnius were told that their monologues were 
recorded by request of the Office of the leader of the Belarusian democratic forces, 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, for internal analysis. Tsikhanouskaya’s Office called the 
situation outrageous and condemned the use of vulnerable people who trusted 
“pseudo-journalists.” 

 

Shutdown of USAID and a strike against democracy in the world 

One of the first steps of the Trump administration in early 2025 was to abolish the 
Federal Agency for International Development (USAID), which supported charitable 
programs in many countries, and to suspend funding from the U.S. government 
budget for the activities of other such foundations and organizations. Among other 
things, the work of The Voice of America editorial staff was halted. The RFE/RL media 
corporation (Radio Liberty, Current Time TV channel, etc.) was jeopardized. Both of 
these media outlets were also funded by the U.S. federal budget. All of this hit free 
media, human rights NGOs around the world, and ultimately the development of 
democracy on a global scale.  

Such actions of the new administration of the U.S. President are also beneficial only 
to dictators like Lukashenka and Putin, who are interested in destroying freedom of 
speech and independent media. The Belarusian “leader” used the scandalous 
closure of USAID for his propaganda purposes. In his inaugural speech on March 25, 
he ironically addressed supporters of Belarusian democratic forces and “thanked” 
them for the fact that the population of the country “united before the external 
threat”: 

“‘Thank you’ to those who do not fit into such a political and legal format, but 
continue to lecture us from abroad, working off grants from Western 
democracies. Investigations by the new Trump administration have 
uncovered blatant cases of USAID and NED financing of coups and color 
revolutions around the world, including Belarus in 2020. Remember that 
rebellion? Thanks to you, who sold your motherland for these grants, or rather 
in spite of you, we have become stronger.” (Website of the “president,” 25.03)  

https://t.me/Ludazhors/1373
https://t.me/AzarenokCTV/46856
https://nashaniva.com/ru/364105
https://t.me/tsikhanouskaya/6465
https://president.gov.by/ru/events/ceremonia-vstuplenia-v-dolznost-vnov-izbrannogo-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-a-g-lukasenko
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Propagandists, of course, were delighted by the Trump administration’s actions to 
“self-exclude” the U.S. from the world’s most important processes for the defense of 
democracy.  

Vadzim Hihin:  

“Donald Trump’s reprisal is incredible! Voice of America employees are not 
even allowed into the office to take their personal belongings. Disgusting 
propaganda resources, a bunch of traitors, are getting what they deserve 
from their own masters. This is the fate of all traitors. For decades they have 
been inciting discord between peoples, making up and promoting delusional 
pseudo-historical myths.” (Personal Telegram channel, 17.03)  

Grafach Telegram channel, associated with Minister of Information Marat Markau:  

“The closure of USAID and Radio Liberty projects is essentially like the 
withdrawal of American troops from Afghanistan. The masters abandoned 
tens of thousands of their servants, who clung to the landing gear of military 
planes that flew away without paying attention to their further fate. And here, 
thousands of staff and their agents <...> are thrown out into the street without 
any prospects. This once again confirms the truth that traitors are despised 
even by those whom they have served.” (Grafach, 19.03)  

 

  

https://t.me/Gigin_Vadim/4503
https://t.me/grafa4/1289
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UKRAINE 

Trump – an “unexpected help” 

In March 2025, the topic of the Russian war against Ukraine remained in the focus of 
attention of pro-Kremlin media, primarily because of the actions of the 
administration of the new U.S. President, Donald Trump, which, he believes, are 
aimed at ending the war. At the same time, in an attempt to persuade peace talks 
and ceasefire, the Trump administration puts the most pressure not on the 
aggressor – Russia, but on Ukraine – the victim of aggression.   

The U.S. is negotiating with Russia on the terms of a ceasefire in Ukraine – behind 
Ukraine’s back. Trump has made efforts to bring the parties to at least a 30-day 
ceasefire, but this was not achieved in March. Trump kept repeating the fake 
amount of Ukraine’s “debt” to America for all the assistance provided in the amount 
of 350 billion dollars, although the U.S. assistance under the previous President, 
Biden, was non-refundable. At the same time, Trump demands that Ukraine make a 
deal to transfer the right to develop rare-earth metals (later, a draft was presented, 
which referred to all of Ukraine’s natural reserves) to American companies, which 
would be a repayment of the “debt.” In order to force Ukraine to conclude the deal, 
Washington even suspended military, intelligence and financial aid for some time, 
which hurt the security of Ukraine’s residents. All this time, Trump and members of 
his team continue to broadcast the Kremlin’s anti-Ukrainian narrative. 

This behavior of the U.S. presidential administration – not only on the Ukraine issue, 
but also on other foreign issues, including conflicts with NATO partners (Canada, 
Denmark, and the European Union) – plays into the hands of Putin and Lukashenka. 
With Trump’s entry, the Kremlin has received dividends in the form of a “second 
front” of pressure on Ukraine, as well as in the form of impunity – now the U.S. does 
not remember that Putin is a war criminal and Russia is killing civilians in Ukraine.  

There is no doubt that Russia and Belarus have felt stronger with Trump’s 
arrival. 

Propagandists enthusiastically give gloomy predictions for Ukraine and Europe and 
are already sharing a post-war world with the U.S.  

Ryhor Azaronak, TV presenter of the ONT state TV channel: 

“What does this agreement [the minerals deal with the U.S.] actually mean? 
Ukraine remains a colony for the U.S. If [pejorative expression for Ukraine’s 
president] had thought about his people for one second in his life – he would 
now immediately capitulate to Russia and flee to Moscow.” (Personal 
Telegram channel, 27.03)  

Aliaksei Dzermant, pro-government “political scientist”: 

“This is slavery, this is colonialism. I would just call our president 
[Lukashenka] from all the phones and ask “Help us to preserve ourselves, help 
us to negotiate with Russia.” Because Lukashenka is the only person in the 
world who sincerely loves Ukraine and Ukrainians and can help in this 
situation.” (STV, Azaryonok. Napryamuyu, 27.03)  

Some propagandists urge not to fall for illusions about Trump.  

“We support absolutely everything, we terribly like the way Donald Trump is 
behaving so far, but we understand that he is putting pressure on Kyiv and 
announcing that he will soon try to put pressure on Moscow.” (Olga 

https://t.me/AzarenokCTV/46787
https://t.me/minskctvby/81356
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Skabeyeva, TV presenter of the Rossiya-1 federal channel, quoted from: 
Russian Media Monitor, 08.03) 

Aliaksei Dzermant:  

“The ceasefire in Ukraine, if it is reached, which looks doubtful so far, will be 
very fragile, it will not solve the existing contradictions and will not allow 
achieving the strategic goals Russia needs.” (Personal Telegram channel, 
29.03)  

Also Dzermant:  

“Trump’s ambitions can only end in one thing – another bloodbath.” 
(Personal Telegram channel, 31.03)  

On March 5, Aliaksandr Lukashenka gave an interview to the American blogger 
Mario Nawfal. Until recently, little was known about Nawfal, but it quickly became 
clear that the blogger is a protege of billionaire Elon Musk, who often shares his 
posts on the X network. The Reform.news independent media outlet wrote that 
Lukashenka, having agreed to the interview, hoped to convey his ideas to Musk, and 
then, perhaps, to Trump himself.  

In the interview, the Belarusian ruler flattered Trump and through the blogger 
constantly appealed to him with various proposals, for example, to hold peace talks 
in Minsk:  

“If you want – come. Here, nearby – 200 kilometers from the Belarusian border 
to Kyiv. Half an hour by plane. Come. We’ll sit here. Calmly, without noise, 
without shouting, we’ll come to an agreement. So tell Trump: I’m waiting for 
him here with Putin and Zelenskyy.” 

In the interview Lukashenka habitually put himself on a par with the U.S. president, 
once again shifted the blame for unleashing the war from Russia to the West and 
tried to whitewash Putin: 

“I say as a joke: I am the one who is needed there in America. I would have 
told Trump directly in his eyes how not to do things. There are too many 
statements that should not have been made at all.” 

“Trump is a good man for often saying and doing something already in the 
direction of ending the war in Ukraine, ending the war in the Middle East. <...> 
I think he has no other policy than to end the war. Here I am ready to stand 
beside him and do whatever is necessary to end the war and improve 
people’s lives.”  

“Would the conflict in Ukraine have erupted if the United States, England and 
other Western countries had not supported this war by supplying weapons to 
Ukraine? This conflict would not have happened.” 

However, just a few days later, Lukashenka spoke differently – that he did not believe 
in any “American plan for settlement” in Ukraine. And he advised the Russians “not 
to fall for Trump’s tricks”:  

“He [Trump] can make statements – one in the morning, another in the 
evening. And easily mislead us, you.” (BelTA, 13.03)  

“Yes, Donald wants to stop the war. Thanks to him for that. <...> But in doing 
so, we must stand firm in our positions. We must not be pushed aside by 

https://youtu.be/yJeg7vPb5l0?si=fUQ_Z2q1bDpeQtJa
https://t.me/dzermant/10336
https://t.me/dzermant/10357
https://reform.news/dostuchatsja-do-nebes-neverojatnyj-tramp-i-udobnyj-bloger
https://belta.by/president/view/sjadem-i-spokojno-dogovorimsja-lukashenko-priglasil-trampa-putina-i-zelenskogo-v-minsk-700192-2025/
https://news.by/news/prezident/ya-storonnik-iskrenney-politiki-lukashenko-vyskazalsya-o-posrednichestve-i-reshitelnosti-trampa
https://sputnik.by/20250305/lukashenko-bez-podderzhki-zapada-konflikta-na-ukraine-ne-bylo-by-1094169961.html
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-prokommentiroval-predlozhenie-o-vremennom-peremirii-v-ukraine-702204-2025/
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anyone. And God forbid that we should be deceived or tricked.” (Speech at the 
Federation Council of Russia, Moscow, BelTA, 14.03)  

Eager to present himself as a full supporter of Russia, Lukashenka in Moscow 
demonstratively insulted Ukraine and its leadership. In an interview with well-known 
propagandist Olga Skabeyeva for the Rossiya-1 federal TV channel, he berated 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, for some reason believing that he had the right to lecture him: 

“He, Volodya, was like a son to me, but acted like a bastard.” (BelTA, 14.03)  

In an interview with the Russian propagandist, the Belarusian “leader” assured the 
public that Russia was not going to attack Europe, and Belarus was not going to 
attack Ukraine: 

And I will tell you that Putin, the Russian leadership are not planning any war 
[with Europe]. And there will be no war in five years. You see, we have had 
enough of this example [the war in Ukraine].”  

“They [Ukrainians] have been afraid for a long time that we will get involved in 
this war. We are clearly following the trend for peace. And we have no such 
plans to attack Ukraine now. It would even be dishonorable on our part.” 

Before Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the Kremlin claimed the 
same thing – that there would be no invasion, that reports about it were rumors and 
Western propaganda. Therefore, we should treat what Lukashenka and Putin say as 
deliberate disinformation – if they said so, then we should prepare for the opposite. 

In his interview with Skabeyeva, Lukashenka also once again claimed that he knew 
nothing about Russia’s upcoming invasion of Ukraine from the Belarusian territory 
in February 2022. This is a deliberate lie, which Lukashenka wants to promote in 
order to relieve himself of responsibility for complicity in the Russian aggression 
against Ukraine and to shift all the blame to Putin alone: 

“They [Western countries] rebuke me that I am an aggressor, so-and-so – the 
Russians came from Belarus. First of all, I honestly admitted that I was not 
informed about it by the General Staff of Russia. After the drills, the Russians 
were withdrawing their troops. It seemed to them that the way to 
Vladivostok or to Ural via Kyiv was shorter. So ask the generals, who were 
withdrawing their troops, why this way seemed shorter to them. (BelTA, 14.03)  

These statements are refuted by known facts. In late 2021 and early 2022, Belarus 
provided the Russian Armed Forces with bridgeheads, military infrastructure and 
training grounds for joint drills. It was from these places that the offensive was 
launched and missile strikes against Ukraine were launched. Lukashenka could not 
have been unaware of this. But even if we imagine for a second that he is not lying, it 
would show the deep degree of Lukashenka’s dependence on the Kremlin, which 
does not even consider it necessary to inform the leader of a sovereign country 
about its actions on his territory. 

One should also remember that the Lukashenka regime continues to support the 
Russian aggression not only in words, but also in deeds. It is known that Belarusian 
enterprises produce many dual-use goods that have become unavailable in Russia 
due to sanctions. 

Speaking at the Federation Council of Russia, Lukashenka promised to continue 
supplying Russia with everything necessary for the war. He said that against the 
background of the imposed sanctions, “Russia has finally realized that Belarus is 
important for Russia, and that Belarus has a lot of things that Russia badly needs.” 

http://belta.by/president/view/nas-ne-dolzhny-obvesti-vokrug-paltsa-lukashenko-o-dogovorennosti-s-putinym-tverdo-stojat-na-svoem-702488-2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XqLrTmIYqo
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-uveren-chto-rossija-ne-planiruet-voevat-s-evropoj-702608-2025/
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-u-belarusi-net-nikakih-planov-napadat-na-ukrainu-702607-2025/
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-u-belarusi-net-nikakih-planov-napadat-na-ukrainu-702607-2025/
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He also told about a conversation with an unnamed Belarusian “microelectronics 
engineer,” who allegedly assured him that Russia would get everything it needed for 
armaments: 

“He [the unnamed engineer] quietly, so that no one could hear, says in my ear: 
‘Tell Putin that if he needs something to fly, we will guarantee it. If he needs 
something to shoot, it will shoot. We will put our chip in any plane, in any 
wing, don’t worry’.”  

According to Lukashenka, Belarusian microelectronics is rapidly developing thanks 
to Russia, among other things. (quoted from Pozirk, 14.03)  

Belarusian propaganda generally follows the main anti-Ukrainian lines of its leader. 
One of the main narratives to justify the war is that Ukraine is a part of some “Slavic 
brotherhood” that has separated from it because “Nazis” have seized power in it, and 
therefore it should be returned by force.  

Pro-government politician and propagandist Vadzim Hihin pursues this idea and at 
the same time claims that the countries of Europe are not threatened by anything 
because they do not belong to “our civilization”: 

“Ukraine cannot exist in any other form than as a state allied with us. This is 
what our President said: sooner or later Ukraine will return to the bosom of 
our Slavdom. Therefore, Europeans can sleep calmly. Nobody is going to 
storm Berlin and Paris. They are not part of our civilization. <...> But Ukraine 
is a part of our common civilization. And that is why it is being guided to the 
path of truth.” (Azaryonok. Napryamuyu, 20.03)  

Aliaksei Dzermant, pro-government “expert”:  

“God willing, the dear Kursk land is liberated as soon as possible. And all of 
Ukraine. This is all our world.” (Personal Telegram channel, 12.03)  

Kseniya Lebiadzeva, ATN agency:  

“The Ukrainian people are our brothers. The time will come and the triune 
brotherhood will be restored, and Nazism will be forever buried in Ukrainian 
black soil and cremated in the countries of the West.” (Personal Telegram 
channel, 23.03)  

At the same time, propaganda demands some “security guarantees” from the West 
for Belarus, possibly meaning immunity from criminal prosecution of the regime’s 
representatives. 

Anton Papou, SB. Belarus Segodnya:  

“The negotiation process should take into account the interests of many 
parties: for example, a sustainable peace will be impossible without the 
participation of Belarus in the negotiations and us receiving security 
guarantees.” (SB. Belarus Segodnya, 04.03) 

  

https://pozirk.online/ru/news/130036/
https://t.me/AzarenokCTV/46484
https://t.me/dzermant/10153
https://t.me/lebedeva_xeniya/10488
https://www.sb.by/articles/geopoliticheskaya-katastrofa-ukrainy.html
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THE WEST 

The agenda of pro-Kremlin propaganda against the West in March was also based 
on events related to Trump’s activism. Pro-government commentators 
enthusiastically discussed the new U.S. president’s actions in foreign policy, be it 
attempts to annex the island of Greenland or Canada. Some began to dream of an 
alliance between “Russia, the U.S. and Belarus” and gloated about Europe, 
predicting its bleak future. There has been no such support and endorsement of U.S. 
actions in Russia and Belarus perhaps since the 1990s.  

On March 13, at a meeting with Putin in Moscow, Lukashenka said that Europe is 
unable to support Ukraine without the U.S. He spoke excitedly about the 
rapprochement between Russia and the U.S. and, in his usual familiar manner, 
predicted the imminent collapse of the European Union: 

“If Russia comes to an agreement with the U.S., it’s [the end] of Europe and 
Ukraine all together. In the negotiation process of Russia and the U.S., the fate 
of this Europe, which has behaved and is still behaving shortsightedly, is in 
their hands today.” (Pravo.by, 13.03) 

Lukashenka said that he does not believe in the possibility of rearming and 
recreating the defense capabilities of the armies of European countries, not 
refraining from a misogynistic comment:  

“Ursula [von der Leyen] has probably never seen not only modern means of 
destruction – missiles and so on – she has never seen a normal gun, but she is 
already thinking globally in terms of armaments, the creation of the European 
army.”  

On March 4, on the air of the state-owned Belteleradio, representative of the General 
Staff of the Belarusian Armed Forces Andrei Bahadzel criticized Europe for being 
“behind the times”: 

“... Europe still hasn’t readjusted to the new world. It does not see the 
possibility of solving these contradictions that Trump sees. They do not realize 
that the world has already restructured, and their strategy remains outdated – 
it is the strategy of defeating the Russian Federation and prolonging the 
armed conflict.” (Belteleradio, 04.03)  

“Political scientist” Aliaksandr Shpakouski believes that “split tendencies” are 
growing in the “Western camp”:  

“European globalists are consolidating amid the Trump team’s actions to 
support non-systemic right-wing politicians in the EU countries. Decisions 
have been made on further military support for the regime in Kyiv <...> Time 
will show to what extent this is possible without the U.S. or with minimal 
involvement of Washington.” (Personal Telegram channel, 04.03)  

 

Poland and the Baltic States 

On March 17, the defense ministers of Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia issued a 
joint statement in which they announced their withdrawal from the Ottawa 
Convention banning the use of anti-personnel mines. Official Minsk regarded this 
decision, apparently taken because of increased threats from Russia and Belarus, as 
another “unfriendly step.” Foreign Minister Ryzhankou said that the idea to install 
anti-personnel mines on the borders with Belarus is “far-fetched and very harmful”:  

https://pravo.by/novosti/obshchestvenno-politicheskie-i-v-oblasti-prava/2025/mart/87912/
https://pravo.by/novosti/obshchestvenno-politicheskie-i-v-oblasti-prava/2025/mart/87912/
https://youtu.be/el-BNJu-kg8?t=655
https://t.me/shpakouski/5955
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“It’s been 20 years [since the Ottawa Convention was adopted], and here are 
these countries, committed to such supremely humane ideals, taking this 
step. Have they become less humane? Then I have a question, what kind of 
EU is this, where states join and become less humane?” (TASS, 18.03)  

Vadzim Hihin, MP: 

“This action [withdrawal from the Ottawa Convention] is partly military in 
nature and largely political. <...> Russia is not going to wage a conventional 
war with them [Poland and the Baltic States] in case of a clash, and us going 
through the forests to Warsaw – who needs it?” (Azaryonok. Napryamuyu, 
29.03). 

Defense Minister Viktar Khrenin said that the situation around Belarus could not be 
called “peaceful”:  

“It is a fact that combat training activities in our neighboring states today 
have increased dozens of times. Today, troops from Poland, the Baltic States, 
NATO, and the U.S. are near our state borders. We see a set of measures of 
advance preparation of infrastructure – roads, ports, strengthening of 
bridges.”  

According to Khrenin, in the West, “no one wants either peace or stabilization of the 
situation,” and everyone “is only stirring up more aggression, calls to continue 
military action, for example, in Ukraine.”  

On March 18, Foreign Minister Maksim Ryzhankou gave another interview to the 
Belarus-1 state TV channel, in which he hinted at the rapprochement of positions of 
Russia, the U.S. and Belarus and criticized the EU leaders for not listening to the 
“troika”: 

“If we talk about Americans, you see that we all say we are at the edge of the 
line. The Americans are talking, our President is talking, Putin is talking. So 
you cannot rule anything out here, because we are starting to talk on the 
same wavelength.” 

“Unfortunately, this is not the case with the European Union so far. You see, 
the rhetoric is only “arm, arm, arm.” The rhetoric that “the Russians are 
coming, they will come to Berlin, they will come to Paris, they will come to 
London, we need to spend billions.” (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus, 
18.03).  

According to state propagandists, the European Union is also reconsidering its 
approaches towards rapprochement with Russia and Belarus amid the restoration 
of a dialogue with the U.S. In Ryzhankou’s opinion, Western countries realize that 
their economies are “negatively affected by restrictions on trade and economic 
contacts and access to cheap and high-quality Russian resources.” (Quoted from: 
TASS, 25.03)  

 

Rumors about the return of western business 

Talks about warming relations with the West have revived hopes for the return of 
American and European companies to the markets of Belarus and Russia. 
Propagandists discuss how those who leave the country to protest the dispersal of 
peaceful demonstrations in 2020 or the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 will be 
punished.  

https://tass.ru/politika/23496587
https://t.me/minskctvby/81465
https://www.sb.by/articles/khrenin-vyrazheniya-chto-my-proverkami-boegotovnosti-komu-to-ugrozhaem-krome-ironii-i-smekha-nichego.html
https://mfa.gov.by/press/news_mfa/cbbbcd73b50db337.html
https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/23497833
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Yury Uvarau, Minskaya Prauda: 

“In my opinion, the companies that directly or indirectly supported the 
attempted coup in Belarus and financed the Bandera gangs should be 
subject to the harshest measures, including full confiscation of all assets. This 
will be fair. And those who made a mistake, albeit deliberately, should be 
given a second chance. But on tough terms.” (Minskaya Prauda, 25.03)  

 

 

 

 

  

https://mlyn.by/26032025/vozvrashhenie-bludnyh-investorov-dat-vtoroj-shans/
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THE EAST 

As mentioned above, the skeptical part of the Belarusian propaganda pool calls not 
to believe Trump. The U.S., as representatives of this direction believe, will not be 
reliable partners for Belarus in any case and will eventually deceive, because, in 
general, “the West is not an ally.” The logic of events, in their opinion, suggests that 
one should stay within the framework of the alliance with Russia and make efforts to 
get closer to China.  

In general, the eastern communist despoties – China and North Korea – are spoken 
about from the screens of Belarusian TVs and pages of newspapers with great 
affection, as something familiar, as friends who will not let you down.  

Aliaksei Dzermant, a pro-government political commentator, is one of the most 
consistent exponents of this trend. In his speeches and in his personal Telegram 
channel, he often says that it is possible to negotiate with the West, but “it is 
impossible to trust it and surrender our positions.” Dzermant calls China a “strategic 
partner,” and in his opinion, Belarus should support it in the situation of China’s 
confrontation with the U.S: 

“We have our own socio-economic model and our own values. We need to 
follow our own course, adhere to our values and traditions. We have proven 
allies: Russia and China. In a situation of confrontation between the U.S. and 
China, we will support our strategic partner.” (Personal Telegram channel, 
04.03)  

“Now, against the background of hopes for negotiations with the U.S. on 
Ukraine, we somehow do not really criticize the imperialist plans of the 
Americans. <...> No deals with the Trumpists can guarantee anything, 
connivance with them on territorial captures will lead to even more conflicts, 
we need to adhere firmly to alliances with the countries of the collective East: 
China, Iran, DPRK.” (Personal Telegram channel, 29.03)  

Aliaksandr Lukashenka, in the above-mentioned interview with Mario Nawfal on 
March 5, also gave Trump advice on how to behave with China:  

“What advice I would give to Trump: you don’t just attack China out of the 
blue. You should negotiate with China. I know China very well. I’ve seen China 
develop before my eyes. You can’t stop China. It’s not us, it’s not Russia. It’s 
China. One and a half billion people there are sharpened to defend China to 
the last.” (YouTube, 05.03)  

In addition, Lukashenka sought to draw an important line through Nawfal for 
American audiences that Western sanctions against Moscow and Minsk had 
“pushed” the Kremlin to strengthen ties with Beijing, making them strong allies 
against the “U.S. hegemony.”  

 

 

 

 

 

iSANS will continue to analyze the main directions of Belarusian and Russian 
propaganda in 2025 

https://t.me/minsknews_by/96832
https://t.me/dzermant/10336
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/vfPmjHaGs5g

