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Overview of key events and trends for January 2025 
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This study provides an overview of the main events that took place in Belarus in the 
fields of culture and historiography during January 2025, which are related to the 
formation of national identity. 

 

The following trends were identified in January: 

●​ The international cultural cooperation of official Belarusian authorities remains almost 
entirely monopolized by Russia. 

In January 2025, the Telegram channel of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus 
posted 13 original news items (compared to 99 and 60 in the previous two months) related to 
international cultural cooperation. The decline in activity in this area is traditional for the 
beginning of the year and is also explained by the presidential elections held in Belarus in 
January. 

Country​  
Russia 
China 
Kazakhstan  
Georgia 

Number of news items 
8 (compared to 66 and 43 in the previous two months) 
3 
1 
1 

 

Russia remains Belarus’ primary partner in the cultural sphere. In January, joint 
Belarusian-Russian events and meetings took place, including: a meeting between the 
Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Ruslan Chernetsky, and the State Secretary of 
the Union State, Dmitry Mezentsev, to discuss prospects for cultural cooperation within the 
framework of the Union State;1 a working meeting between the leadership of the Brest 
Academic Drama Theater, the Federal State Budgetary Institution Rosconcert, and the 
Autonomous Non-Profit Organization Russian Seasons, during which new projects planned 
for 2025 were discussed.2 Agreements on cooperation were signed between the Brest 
Academic Drama Theater and the Russian theater School of Dramatic Art.3 Discussions were 
held on the terms of signing a cooperation agreement between the Republican 
Gymnasium-College at the Belarusian State Academy of Music and the Central School of 
Arts of the Republic of Ingushetia.4 

Belarusian authorities are also making efforts to establish relations (including cultural ones) 
with Eastern countries. 

As for cooperation with Western countries, no such cases were recorded during the month. 

●​ Russia, (pro-)Russian organizations, and activists continue their activities in Belarus, 
promoting Russian culture and the Russian language, and laying the groundwork for 
further integration through events, competitions, book distribution, etc. 

From January 1 to January 31, 2025, Russian organizations were initiators or (and) 
participants in the following events and projects in Belarus: 

4 https://t.me/minkultrb/48045  

3 https://t.me/minkultrb/47996  

2 https://t.me/minkultrb/48055  

1 https://t.me/minkultrb/48519  

2 

https://t.me/minkultrb/48045
https://t.me/minkultrb/47996
https://t.me/minkultrb/48055
https://t.me/minkultrb/48519


 

– Promotion of the Russian language and literature: educational and literary project for 
preschool children “In the World of Fairy Tales with the Russian House in Homiel”;5,6 
meetings of the conversation club “Russian as a Foreign Language”;7,8 events dedicated to the 
165th anniversary of the Russian writer Anton Chekhov;9,10,11,12 donation of editions of 
Russian classical and contemporary literature to library funds.13,14 

– Popularization of the Soviet era and glorification of the Great Patriotic War (WWII): 
theater arts competition "Inspired by Victory," timed to the 80th anniversary of Victory in the 
Great Patriotic War,15 events dedicated to the 81st anniversary of the complete lifting of the 
Siege of Leningrad.16,17,18,19,20,21 

– Unification of the cultures of the two countries: Belarusian-Russian interuniversity 
Olympiad on spiritual and moral culture,22 expansion of formats for inter-museum 
partnerships and strengthening of interregional cooperation within the framework of the 
Union State.23 

– Thematic clubs and meetings: a meeting with Russian actor Viktor Sukhorukov.24 

– Popularization of Russian cinema: screening of the film about the round-the-world 
expedition Russian Ocean Way;25 premiere of the film Evil City.26 

●​ In the ideological sphere, the sacralization of the Soviet past continues, with significant 
attention still paid to the theme of the Great Patriotic War: 

– The leader of the Communist Party of Belarus, Sergei Sirazhkov, proposed restoring 
monuments to Stalin and introducing state censorship of print, literature, cinema, and other 
works of art.27 He also stated that Lenin should be a symbol of Russia and Belarus.28 

– Implementation of the Union State project for the restoration and museumification of the 
Brest Fortress has begun.29 

– The Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War opened a temporary exhibition 
dedicated to the International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of prisoners from the Nazi camp Auschwitz-Birkenau.30 A new exhibition project, 
Rarities of the Museum, dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the Great Victory, was 

30 https://t.me/minkultrb/48919  

29 https://belta.by/society/view/mezentsev-nachalas-realizatsija-proekta-sg-po-restavratsii-i-muzeefikatsii-brestskoj-kreposti-692802-2025/  

28 https://nashaniva.com/360091  

27 https://comparty.by/news/programma-kandidata-v-prezidenty-respubliki-belarus-sergeya-aleksandrovicha-syrankov/  

26 https://t.me/russiangomel/6073  

25 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16257  

24 https://t.me/russiangomel/5917  

23 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/2975  

22 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16172  

21 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25704  

20 https://t.me/russiangomel/5994  

19 https://t.me/russiangomel/5980  

18 https://t.me/russiangomel/6019  

17 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16231  

16 https://t.me/russiangomel/5987  

15 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25691  

14 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3028  

13 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3003  

12 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3048  

11 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3042  

10 https://t.me/russiangomel/6041  

9 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16247  

8 https://t.me/russiangomel/5974  

7 https://t.me/russiangomel/5963  

6 https://t.me/russiangomel5877  

5 https://t.me/russiangomel/5862  
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launched.31 A literary and musical event, Leningrad Diary, dedicated to the 81st anniversary 
of the complete lifting of the Siege of Leningrad, took place.32 

– The museum Mir Castle Complex launched a new joint project with the Secondary School 
in Mir named after Stashevskaya. Each month, the museum’s YouTube channel will feature 
stories about heroes of the Great Patriotic War.33 

– The museum project “Victory Train” is planned to include a carriage with an exhibition 
about the partisan movement in Belarus.34 

– A street named after Soviet Marshal Bahramian appeared in Minsk, and a street named after 
Father Minai may also be established.35 

●​ The promotion of the Russian language and the creation of a unified (Russian) linguistic 
space continue to be observed. 

In January 2025, the official Telegram channel36 of the Ministry of Culture published 363 
news items (compared to 408 and 283 in the previous two months). If we pay attention to the 
language of the messages posted on the Telegram channel, Russian remains the primary 
language. 
 

Language of 
messages 

Number of 
news items 

Russian 323 
Belarusian 32 
Both 8 

 

– The Year of the Belarusian Language initiated by Kruty has been postponed.37 

– The Radzivillauski retail chain underwent rebranding, replacing the Belarusian language 
with Russian.38 

– At the same time, the head of the Central Election Commission, Igor Karpenko, did not 
support Volha Bondarava’s outrage over ballots in the Belarusian language.39 

●​ Belarusian national culture is increasingly tied to the Russian one and continues to exist 
under conditions of repression and bans. 

– Projects by cultural expert Maksim Zhbankou and journalist Aliaksandr Charnukha were 
recognized as “extremist.”40 

Belarusian literature: 

40 https://reformby.org/proekt-i-socseti-kulturologa-maksima-zhbankova-priznali-jekstremistskimi  

39 https://news.zerkalo.io/economics/88067.html?c  

38 https://blizko.by/notes/prekrativshaya-suschestvovanie-torgovaya-set-v-minske-ozhila-i-provela-rebrending-kak-seychas-vyglyadyat-magaziny-_vg  

37 https://nashaniva.com/358647  

36 https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus 
35 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/89086.html?tg=7  

34 https://t.me/kultinfa/11120  

33 https://t.me/minkultrb/48967  

32 https://t.me/minkultrb/48956  

31 https://t.me/minkultrb/49061  
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– In Mahiliou, an underground passage and bus stops dedicated to Russian poet Pushkin were 
opened.41,42 

The book “Our President” was published in Belarus. It was presented with great fanfare at 
the National Library.43 There, the presentation of the book "Donbas — Novorossiya: A 
Belarusian Perspective" also took place.44,45,46 

– In Belarus, the distribution of 30 more books was banned.47 

National theater and film industry: 

– Belarusian actors are being recruited for a propaganda TV film about “peaceful Mariupol.”48 

– The film "The Phoenix Bird of Aliaksei Talai” began screening in cinemas across the 
country.49 

– A documentary about Stalinist repressions was recognized as “extremist” in Belarus.50 

– The USSR Cinema project will continue in January and February at the capital’s Raketa 
cinema.51 

– It became known that in February, the Perm theater "By the Bridge" will perform the plays 
“Heart of a Dog” and “The Idiot” in Mahiliou.52 

National Museum: 

– The National Art Museum exhibited works by Z-artists under the guise of the theme of the 
“Great Patriotic War.” 53 

– Other exhibitions worth noting include: "The Talented Chekhov Family," 54 "Chekhov: The 
Art of Inspiration," 55 "Masters of the Mountain Country" from the collection of collector 
Ramazan Makhmudov,56 "Together: On the 30th Anniversary of the Presidency in the 
Republic of Belarus," 57 "Feats and Fates of Partisans in Documents," 58 and "The Union 
Fortress.” 59 

Belarusian Architecture: 

– The Holy Dormition Cathedral of the Zhyrovichy Monastery, where restoration has been 
ongoing for several years, continues to be radically Russified.60 

 

60 https://nashaniva.com/358667  

59 https://t.me/kultinfa/10813  

58 https://t.me/kultinfa/10808  

57 https://t.me/kultinfa/10764  

56 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25688  

55 https://t.me/kultinfa/11093  

54 https://t.me/minkultrb/48506  

53 https://nashaniva.com/360592  

52 https://t.me/kultinfa/10623  

51 https://t.me/kultinfa/10791  

50 https://t.me/viasna96/29616  

49 https://t.me/minkultrb/48019  

48 https://euroradio.fm/belaruskikh-aktorau-zazyvayuc-u-prapagandyscki-telefilm-pra-mirny-maryupal  

47 https://t.me/cult_front/3487  

46 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6922  

45 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6919  

44 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6900  

43 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6698  

42 https://t.me/bondareva_bez_kupjur/39434  

41 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16171  
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These trends may have serious consequences for Belarus, as they are aimed at the loss of 
its identity, the creation of conditions for further integration with Russia, and, with the 
simultaneous expansion of Russian culture, the disappearance of Belarus within it. 
Belarus is gradually losing its national individuality. 
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The Year of the Belarusian Language from Kruty is postponed, the head of the Central 
Election Commission, Ihar Karpenka, responded to Bondarava’s outrage over ballots in 
the Belarusian language, and she called the CEC’s decision "discrimination against the 
Russian language," presidential candidate Syrankou proposed restoring monuments to 
Stalin and introducing state censorship of print, literature, cinema, and other works of art, 
the Holy Dormition Cathedral of the Zhyrovichy Monastery, where restoration has been 
ongoing for several years, continues to be radically Russified, an underground passage and 
bus stops dedicated to Russian poet Pushkin were opened in Mahiliou, Belarusian actors 
are being invited to a propaganda telefilm about “peaceful Mariupol,” the director of the 
Youth Theater of Variety, Siarhei Miadzvedzeu, named the campaign “Together with Art” 
and a play about the war as the main projects of the collective in 2024, in February, the 
Perm theater “At the Bridge” will show the plays “Heart of a Dog” and “The Idiot” in 
Mahiliou, in the Russian-language Wikipedia, they plan to return the name Belarus instead 
of Belorussiya — cultural news for the period of January 1-10, 2025. 

 

News Agenda of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus 

 

For the period from January 1 to 10, 2025, four news items were published on the official 
website61 of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, dedicated to: 

– The ceremonial awarding of the "For Spiritual Revival" prize and special prizes of the 
President of the Republic of Belarus.62 

– The development of a weather widget by the Republican Center for Hydrometeorology, 
Control of Radioactive Pollution, and Environmental Monitoring.63 

– A "direct telephone line" with the Deputy Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, 
Sergei Sarakach.64 

– The event "Christmas with Soulful Songs" at the Novogrudok District Center of Culture and 
Folk Art as part of the republican campaign "From the Bottom of the Heart."65 

The official Telegram channel66 of the Ministry of Culture published 57 news items during the 
mentioned period. If attention is paid to the language of the messages posted on the Telegram 
channel, Russian remains the primary language. 

 

66 https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus 

65 https://www.kultura.by/news/segodnya-v-novogrudskom-rayonnom-tsentre-kultury-i-narodnogo-tvorchestva-sostoyalas-vstrecha-rozhdes/  

64 https://www.kultura.by/news/v-etu-subbotu-11-yanvarya-pryamuyu-telefonnuyu-liniyu-provedyet-zamestitel-ministra-kultury-respubli/  

63 https://www.kultura.by/news/gosudarstvennym-uchrezhdeniem-respublikanskiy-tsentr-po-gidrometeorologii-kontrolyu-radioaktivnogo-z/  

62 https://www.kultura.by/news/8-yanvarya-vo-dvortse-respubliki-proshla-torzhestvennaya-tseremoniya-vrucheniya-premii-za-dukhovnoe-/  

61 https://www.kultura.by/  
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Language of 
messages 

Number 
of news 
items 

Russian 48 
Belarusian 6 
Both 3 

 

Thematic content of the messages: 

• Meetings, Statements, and Work Trips of Ministry of Culture Employees — 6 news items; 

• Theme of the Great Patriotic War — 0 news items; 

• International Cooperation in the Field of Culture — 1 news item. 

 

Meetings, statements, and work trips of employees of the Ministry of Culture: 

 

Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Ruslan Charnetski: 

– Took part in an event as part of the republican charity campaign "From the Bottom of the 
Heart," held at the Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus.67 

– Held a reception for citizens, during which issues related to the formation of aesthetic taste in 
the younger generation, the creation of film projects, and the development and popularization of 
bayan (accordion) playing were discussed.68 

– Participated in the event "Christmas with Soulful Songs" at the Novogrudok District Center of 
Culture and Folk Art as part of the republican campaign "From the Bottom of the Heart."69,70 

1 news item was dedicated to the topic of international cooperation in the field of culture: 

China: 

– The tour of the Symphony Orchestra and leading opera soloists of the Bolshoi Theatre of 
Belarus in China has concluded. A total of 12 concerts were held at 12 leading venues in the 
People's Republic of China.71 

What else to pay attention to: 

– Extensive coverage (13 news items) of the Republican socio-cultural campaign "Marathon of 
Unity". On January 4-5, the campaign took place in Salihorsk.72,73,74,75,76,77 As part of the project, 
the National Library of Belarus presented the exhibition "Books as a Gift to the President," 

77 https://t.me/minkultrb/47630  

76 https://t.me/minkultrb/47604  

75 https://t.me/minkultrb/47568  

74 https://t.me/minkultrb/47558  

73 https://t.me/minkultrb/47497  

72 https://t.me/minkultrb/47489  

71 https://t.me/minkultrb/47611  

70 https://t.me/minkultrb/47724  

69 https://t.me/minkultrb/47719  

68 https://t.me/minkultrb/47710  

67 https://t.me/minkultrb/47548  
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which was displayed at the Salihorsk District Central Library.78,79 On January 10, the campaign 
began in Lida.80,81 

– The "My Belarus" campaign continued in Belarus (4 news items).82,83,84 

 

Activities of Russian organizations on the territory of Belarus 

Russian organizations operating on the territory of Belarus (Russian House in Homiel, Russian 
House in Minsk, Russian House in Brest, Russian House in Hrodna) continuously engage in 
propaganda in the historical sphere, glorify Soviet values, promote integration processes between 
Belarus and Russia, systematically introduce Russian culture and the Russian language in 
Belarus, and distribute sets of books to educational and cultural institutions. 

During the period from January 1 to January 10, 2025, Russian organizations were initiators or 
participants in the following events and projects in Belarus: 

– Belarusian-Russian Interuniversity Olympiad on Spiritual and Moral Culture (Spiritual 
and Educational Center Kovcheg, Minsk). Welcoming speeches were delivered by Natalia 
Auraleva, Deputy Head of the Rossotrudnichestvo Representative Office in the Republic of 
Belarus, and Mikalai Siarheyeu, Chairman of the Belarusian Public Association Rus’. The guests 
noted that Orthodox faith is the foundation of the spiritual health of our peoples and remains the 
"most important bond of Russian civilization," and the main outcome of the Orthodox Olympiad 
is the unification of the youth of Belarus and Russia.85 

– Meeting within the framework of the literary and educational project for preschool 
children "In the World of Fairy Tales with the Russian House in Homiel" (Russian House in 
Homiel). Children from Kindergarten No. 22 participated. Project curator Kristina Dantsova 
introduced them to Sergei Aksakov's work "The Scarlet Flower" in a playful format.86,87 

 

Overview of the main events in the field of culture and historiography in Belarus on 
January 1-10, 2025, related to the formation of national identity. 

 

When selecting the main themes of this period, cultural news published not only on the resources 
of the relevant Ministry but also in the media and Telegram channels of other cultural 
management bodies were considered. 

Among the news agenda, the following key events can be highlighted: 

*** 

The Year of the Belarusian Language from Kruty is postponed. 

87 https://t.me/russiangomel/5877  

86 https://t.me/russiangomel/5862  

85 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16172  

84 https://t.me/minkultrb/47631  

83 https://t.me/minkultrb/47506  

82 https://t.me/minkultrb/47481  

81 https://t.me/minkultrb/47779  

80 https://t.me/minkultrb/47773  

79 https://t.me/minkultrb/47516  

78 https://t.me/minkultrb/47509  
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Aliaksandr Lukashenka declared 2025 the "Year of Country Improvement." The head of 
Lukashenka's Administration, Dzmitry Kruty, had previously noted that the authorities could 
name 2025 the Year of the Belarusian Language. However, it appears that plans have changed.88 

 

*** 

Head of the Central Election Commission Ihar Karpenka responded to Bondarava's 
outrage over ballots in the Belarusian language, and she called the CEC's decision 
"discrimination against the Russian language." 

"Citizens of Belarus study both state languages in schools and other educational institutions, so 
the information on the ballots should not cause difficulties," Karpenka noted. Pro-Russian 
activist Volha Bondarava, who previously published opinions of her associates in her Telegram 
channel expressing dissatisfaction with ballots in the Belarusian language and also spoke out 
against it herself, reacted to Karpenka's words. She called the CEC's decision "discrimination 
against the Russian language" and expressed the opinion that printing ballots only in the 
Belarusian language ignores the rights of the Russian-speaking majority.89 

 

*** 

Presidential candidate Syrankou proposed restoring monuments to Stalin and introducing 
state censorship of print, literature, cinema, and other works of art. 

The Communist Party of Belarus, from which Sergei Syrankou is running, published its program. 
The program states the need to "firmly establish in society the ideas of social justice and people's 
power, to prevent revanchism, capitalist restoration, and new attempts at perestroika." "We insist 
on restoring the heroic memory of one of the creators of the Belarusian Soviet state, the leader of 
the victorious Soviet state, I.V. Stalin, and within this framework, we propose to restore 
monuments to I.V. Stalin in the Republic of Belarus, returning his status as the true father of 
Belarusian statehood. We propose to install monuments and memorial plaques to Belarusian 
Soviet figures in various settlements of the country, and to organize museums and museum rooms 
in their honor," the program states. Syrankou also proposes introducing state censorship of print, 
literature, cinema, culture, and works of culture and art for "compliance with the ideology of 
Belarusian socialism and to prevent moral, value-based, ideological, and spiritual decay of 
society and the country." On the issue of language, Syrankou advocates for "state support of the 
Belarusian language and culture, which are the unique and unparalleled treasures of our 
country." 90 

 

*** 

The Holy Dormition Cathedral of the Zhirovichy Monastery, where restoration has been 
ongoing for several years, continues to be radically Russified. 

In the side naves, in the so-called Ioannovsky and Holy Intercession chapels, new iconostasis, 
several times taller and completely gilded, have been installed in place of the old ones, designed 

90 https://comparty.by/news/programma-kandidata-v-prezidenty-respubliki-belarus-sergeya-aleksandrovicha-syrankov/  

89 https://news.zerkalo.io/economics/88067.html?c  

88 https://nashaniva.com/358647  
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in the Russian ornamental style.91 Russian ornamentation is an excessively and tastelessly 
overloaded artistic style that was characteristic only of the Muscovite Tsardom in the 17th 
century. This style is entirely alien to the Baroque-Classicist Holy Dormition Cathedral.92 

 

*** 

An underground passage and bus stops dedicated to Russian poet Pushkin were opened in 
Mahiliou. 

On Pushkin Avenue in Mahiliou, the collection of "Pushkin-themed" bus stops has been 
expanded. Here, objects whose decor is connected to the works of the Russian poet Pushkin are 
being updated. On them, one can see images of the poet and characters from his works, as well 
as read his poems. In the area near the "Cosmos" cinema, an underground passage has opened, 
the decor of which is also dedicated to Pushkin's works.93,94 

 

*** 

Belarusian actors are being recruited for a propaganda telefilm about "peaceful 
Mariupol." 

Belarusian casting director Anya Lezerka is searching for Belarusian actors on social media and 
messaging platforms to fill roles in a "melodrama about the life of peaceful Mariupol." The 
project is financed by IRI—the Internet Research Institute, a Russian non-profit organization 
under the control of the presidential administration.95 

 

*** 

The director of the Youth Variety Theater, Siarhei Miadzvedzeu, named the campaign 
"Together with Art" and a play about war as the main projects of the collective in 2024. 

According to him, the entire year of 2024 at the theater was held under the auspices of the 80th 
anniversary of Belarus's liberation from the Nazi invaders, so the two projects dedicated to this 
theme became the most prominent. The first is the nationwide campaign "Together with Art," 
organized by the Youth Variety Theater on behalf of the Ministry of Culture. The second project 
is the premiere of the historical melodrama "Without a Statute of Limitations."96 

 

*** 

In February, the Perm theater At the Bridge will show the plays "Heart of a Dog" and "The 
Idiot" in Mahiliou.97 

 

97 https://t.me/kultinfa/10623  

96 https://belta.by/culture/view/aktsija-razam-z-mastatstvam-i-spektakl-o-vojne-direktor-teatra-estrady-o-samyh-jarkih-proektah-687063-2025/  

95 https://euroradio.fm/belaruskikh-aktorau-zazyvayuc-u-prapagandyscki-telefilm-pra-mirny-maryupal  

94 https://t.me/bondareva_bez_kupjur/39434  

93 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16171  

92 https://nashaniva.com/358667  

91 https://t.me/spadczyna/12403  
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*** 

In the Russian-language Wikipedia, plans are underway to return the name Belarus 
instead of Belorussiya. 

After more than a decade since the previous decision, a specially convened working group, 
which had been working on the issue for two years, has finally recommended returning the name 
Belarus to the article about the country.98 

 

 

 

 

98 https://nashaniva.com/358953  
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Under the chairmanship of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 
Lavrov, another meeting of the Government Commission on Compatriots Abroad took 
place. In Lida, a memorial stone from the grave of a rebel priest has disappeared. In 
Minsk, a street named after Soviet Marshal Bagramyan has appeared. Volha Bondarava 
was blocked from renaming Kalinouski Street in Minsk, and communists accused her of 
inciting hostility on linguistic grounds. The retail chain "Radzivillaŭski" underwent 
rebranding, replacing the Belarusian language with Russian. In Belarus, the book "Our 
President" was released and pompously presented at the National Library. In January and 
February, the "USSR Cinema" project will continue at the capital's Raketa cinema. The 
film "The Phoenix Bird of AliakseiTalai" will begin screening in cinemas across the country 
– Cultural news for the period of January 11-20, 2025. 

 

News Agenda of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus 

 

For the period of January 11-20, 2025, 1 news item was published on the official website99 of the 
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, dedicated to the grand opening of the Holy 
Transfiguration Church after the completion of restoration work.100 

The official Telegram channel101 of the Ministry of Culture published 94 news items during the 
mentioned period. If attention is paid to the language of the messages posted on the Telegram 
channel, Russian remains the primary language. 
 

Language of the 
messages 

Number of 
news items 

Russian 87 
Belarusian 5 
Both 2 

 

Thematic content of the messages: 

• Meetings, statements, and work trips of Ministry of Culture employees – 3 news items 

• Theme of the Great Patriotic War – 7 news items 

• International cooperation in the field of culture – 7 news items 

 

101 https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus 

100 https://www.kultura.by/news/15-yanvarya-sostoyalos-torzhestvennoe-otkrytie-svyato-preobrazhenskogo-khrama-posle-zaversheniya-res/  

99 https://www.kultura.by/  
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Meetings, statements, and work trips of employees of the Ministry of Culture: 

 

Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Ruslan Charnetski: 

– Held a meeting with cultural institution employees at the Hrodna Regional Puppet Theater as 
part of the Unified Information Day, "Participation in Elections is the Right and Civic Duty of 
Everyone."102 

 

Head of the Department of Educational Institutions of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic 
of Belarus, Maryna Yurkevich: 

– Conducted a "direct telephone line" on issues related to educational institutions in the cultural 
sphere.103 

 

News dedicated to the theme of the Great Patriotic War: 

– At the Theater-Studio of Film Actors of the National Film Studio "Belarusfilm," with the 
support of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Belarus, the premiere of the play 
"Privates" based on A. Dudarev's play took place, marking the 80th anniversary of the Great 
Victory. The audience included participants of the republican forum of leaders, "Youth 
Leadership: A Modern Perspective."104 
– It was announced that on January 27, the Mir Castle Complex museum will host the event 
"Remember, So It Doesn't Happen Again..." timed to coincide with the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. As part of the event, visitors will be offered a tour of the exhibition halls 
"Wars of the 20th Century" and "The Ghetto in Mir Castle in 1942."105 
 

7 news items were dedicated to international cooperation in the field of culture: 

 
Russia: 

– A concert "For Belarus!" featuring artists from the Youth Variety Theater took place at the 
Business and Cultural Complex of the Belarusian Embassy in Moscow.106 

– In Moscow, a meeting was held between the General Director of the Brest Academic Drama 
Theater, Hanna Senkavets, and the Director of the Russian Theater "School of Dramatic Art," 
Olga Sakalova. During the meeting, a cooperation agreement was signed. Special attention was 
given to the anniversary of Victory Day. The theater directors discussed plans to create a joint 
project involving the Brest Academic Drama Theater's symphony orchestra and the School of 
Dramatic Art choir. "This project will not only be a tribute to the heroes of the Great Patriotic 
War but also a vivid symbol of the unity of art, history, and patriotism."107 

 

107 https://t.me/minkultrb/47996  

106 https://t.me/minkultrb/47958  

105 https://t.me/minkultrb/48125  

104 https://t.me/minkultrb/48008  

103 https://t.me/minkultrb/48023  

102 https://t.me/minkultrb/48020  
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– The Exhibition "Young Belarus" opened at the Business and Cultural Complex of the Embassy 
of the Republic of Belarus in the Russian Federation, prepared by the National Center for 
Contemporary Arts of the Republic of Belarus.108 

– A teleconference Minsk-Nazran (Republic of Ingushetia, Russian Federation) took place, 
during which the director of the Republican Gymnasium-College at the Belarusian State 
Academy of Music, Natallia Karotina, the head of practice Aksana Belikava, and the director of 
the Central School of Arts of the Republic of Ingushetia, Zara Dalakova, discussed issues of 
interaction between educational institutions in the fields of cultural, educational, and scientific 
activities, as well as the conditions for signing a cooperation agreement.109 

– The General Director of the Brest Academic Drama Theater, Hanna Senkavets, the Deputy 
General Director of the Federal State Budgetary Institution Rosconcert, Svetlana Kondratyeva, 
and representatives of the ANO "Russian Seasons" held a working meeting in Moscow. During 
the meeting, the results of cooperation in 2024 were summarized, and new projects planned for 
2025 were discussed.110 

 

Kazakhstan: 

– An online seminar titled "Specific Aspects of the Restoration of Rare Books and Manuscripts: 
Belarus — Kazakhstan" was held at the National Library of Belarus.111 

  

China: 

– A grand concert "Spring Festival 2025" took place at the Sports and Cultural Center of the 
Belarusian State University of Culture and Arts. The event was organized by the Embassy of the 
People's Republic of China in the Republic of Belarus, the Chinese Student Union of the 
Republic of Belarus, and the Belarusian State University of Culture and Arts. Students from 
leading Belarusian universities presented a program that allowed the audience to briefly immerse 
themselves in the New Year celebrations of the People's Republic of China.112 

 

What else to pay attention to: 

Extensive coverage (51 news items) of the Republican Socio-Cultural Campaign "Marathon of 
Unity." On January 11-12, the campaign took place in Lida, featuring the mobile exhibition "Our 
Duty is to Remember!" from the Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War.113,114 The 
Lida Historical and Art Museum hosted exhibitions "Feats and Fates of Partisans in Documents" 
and a display of gifts to Lukashenka from labor collectives.115 On January 13-14, the campaign 
moved to Navapolatsk,116,117,118,119,120  where the Belarusian State Museum of the History of the 

120 https://t.me/minkultrb/47917  

119 https://t.me/minkultrb/47883  

118 https://t.me/minkultrb/47860  

117 https://t.me/minkultrb/47850  

116 https://t.me/minkultrb/47837  

115 https://t.me/kultinfa/10717  

114 https://t.me/minkultrb/47814  

113 https://t.me/minkultrb/47788  

112 https://t.me/minkultrb/48167  

111 https://t.me/minkultrb/47933  

110 https://t.me/minkultrb/48055  

109 https://t.me/minkultrb/48045  

108 https://t.me/minkultrb/48037  
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Great Patriotic War presented the exhibition "Unity of Peoples — the Key to the Great 
Victory."121,122 On January 17-18, the campaign continued in Hrodna,123,124,125,126,127 featuring the 
mobile exhibition "Our Duty is to Remember!" from the Museum of the History of the Great 
Patriotic War.128,129 In Minsk, the National Library of Belarus hosted the grand opening of an 
exhibition of gifts to Aliaksandr Lukashenka from labor collectives. The event was attended by 
Lukashenka's press secretary, Natallia Eismant, and the General Director of the National Library 
of Belarus, Vadzim Hihin.130 

 

Activities of Russian organizations on the territory of Belarus 

Russian organizations operating in Belarus (Russian House in Homiel, Russian House in Minsk, 
Russian House in Brest, Russian House in Hrodna) continuously engage in propaganda in the 
historical sphere, glorify Soviet values, promote integration processes between Belarus and 
Russia, systematically introduce Russian culture and the Russian language in Belarus, and 
distribute sets of books to educational and cultural institutions. 

During the period from January 11 to 20, 2025, Russian organizations were initiators or (and) 
participants in the following events and projects in Belarus: 

– Scientific and educational seminar dedicated to the events of World War I on Belarusian 
soil (Russian House in Minsk). The event brought together over 100 participants, including 
employees of the Russian Embassy in Belarus, representatives of public associations, students, 
schoolchildren, Suvorov Military School cadets, and members of the "Orlyata" youth 
organization. During the seminar, Doctor of Historical Sciences Aliaksandr Samovich presented 
the II volume of the biographical reference book "Unforgotten Heroes: Fates and Feats. 
Belarusian Book of Memory of World War I (1914-1918)." A video clip by Varya Strizhak titled 
"Russians Don't Surrender" was also screened. Participants had the opportunity to explore copies 
of pre-revolutionary and church awards, Suvorov cadet memorabilia, and replicas of weapons 
and uniforms from the World War I period.131 

– Theater Arts Competition "Inspired by Victory," Dedicated to the 80th Anniversary of 
Victory in the Great Patriotic War (Russian House in Brest). Individual performers and 
creative groups from Brest and the Brest region competed for the best theatrical production.132 

– Meeting with Russian Actor Viktor Sukhorukov (Russian House in Homiel). Sukhorukov 
brought a large authorial program to the Homiel region, consisting of two performances: "Happy 
Days" and "A Splendid Life," aimed at drama and youth theaters.133 

– Meeting of the Conversation Club "Russian as a Foreign Language" (Russian House in 
Homiel). Participants included students from Homiel State Medical University and Homiel 
State University named after Francisk Skaryna.134 

134 https://t.me/russiangomel/5963  

133 https://t.me/russiangomel/5917  

132 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25691  

131 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16197  

130 https://t.me/minkultrb/48145  

129 https://t.me/minkultrb/48076  

128 https://t.me/minkultrb/48007  

127 https://t.me/minkultrb/48056  

126 https://t.me/minkultrb/48031  

125 https://t.me/minkultrb/47929  

124 https://t.me/minkultrb/47928  

123 https://t.me/minkultrb/47922  

122 https://t.me/minkultrb/47867  

121 https://t.me/minkultrb/47844  
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Overview of the main events in the field of culture and historiography in Belarus on 
January 11-20, 2025, related to the formation of national identity. 

 

When selecting the main themes of this period, cultural news published not only on the resources 
of the relevant Ministry but also in the media and Telegram channels of other cultural 
management bodies were considered. 

Among the news agenda, the following key events can be highlighted: 

 

*** 

Under the chairmanship of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 
Lavrov, another meeting of the Government Commission on Compatriots Abroad took 
place. 

The main focus was on discussing further work with the Russian diaspora abroad to continue 
consolidating the compatriot movement on a patriotic basis. Lavrov highlighted the priority task 
of implementing decisions under the conditions of prolonged pressure on Russian-speaking 
communities in unfriendly countries, Russophobia, attempts to "cancel" Russian culture, and the 
displacement of the Russian language. Special emphasis was placed on organizing solemn events 
and memorial actions by Russian compatriot organizations living abroad as part of the 
celebration of the 80th anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War.135 

 

*** 

In Lida, a memorial stone from the grave of a rebel priest has disappeared. 

On the eve of the 162nd anniversary of the start of the 1863 uprising, unknown individuals stole 
a memorial stone from the grave of priest Adam Falkowski, who was executed by the authorities 
of Tsarist Russia. A year ago, in early January 2024, someone had already attempted to deface 
the monument by erasing the engraved emblem of the "January insurgents of Lithuania and 
Belarus" from the stone. Priest Adam Falkowski was imprisoned by the Tsarist authorities and 
sentenced to death for reading the insurgents' manifesto and calling on his parishioners to join 
the uprising during the 1863 rebellion. Falkowski was executed on June 24, 1863, in Lida.136 

 
*** 

A street named after Soviet Marshal Bahramian appeared in Minsk. 

The Minsk City Council of Deputies decided to name the planned street No. 8 in the Northern 
Coast complex after Ivan Bahramyan. Ivan Bagramyan was a Soviet military commander and 
statesman, Marshal of the Soviet Union, and twice Hero of the Soviet Union.137 

 
*** 

137 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/88132.html?tg=7  

136 https://glosznadniemna.pl/67213/w-lidzie-zniknal-nagrobek-z-symbolicznej-mogily-ks-adama-falkowskiego/  

135 https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/1992141/  
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Bondarava's request to rename Kalinouski street in Minsk was rejected. 

Olga Bondarava had been advocating for the renaming of Kastus Kalinouski Street in Minsk. On 
October 14 of the previous year, she organized a collective appeal demanding that Kalinouski 
Street be renamed after Aliaksandr Medved. The Minsk City Executive Committee, having 
received the appeal, forwarded it to its Department of Culture. On January 15, a meeting of the 
commission on naming and renaming city objects was held, and the verdict was to retain the 
current name. Bondarava, of course, is very dissatisfied with the commission's decision, which, 
by the way, includes Hihin. In her opinion, the Minsk City Executive Committee is "guarding 
Polish interests."138 

 

*** 

Communists accused Bondarava of inciting hostility on linguistic grounds. 

Pro-Russian activist Olga Bondarava expressed dissatisfaction with the absence of the Russian 
language on election ballots. In response to her appeal, the Central Election Commission (CEC) 
stated that everything complies with the law. At a press conference on January 10, CEC head 
Ihar Karpenka accused pro-Russian activists of nationalist attacks. Bondarava's former party 
members expressed their trust in the CEC's decision and mockingly criticized those "tourists 
from Russia" who do not understand the Belarusian language. A corresponding post appeared on 
the official Telegram channel of the Communist Party of Belarus, whose chairman, Sergei 
Syrankou, is running for president this year.139 Later, the communist leader noted that the 
language issue has never been a problem in Belarus, but recently bloggers trying to sow discord 
have become more active. "In recent years, as if at the snap of a finger from abroad, so-called 
'language inspectors' have become more active. You see, some are not satisfied with inscriptions 
only in Russian, while others are not satisfied with inscriptions in Belarusian. These figures are 
beginning to try to pit society against each other on linguistic grounds," Syrankou said. These 
descriptions hint at "language inspector" Ihar Sluchak and Olga Bondarava. "It seems that they 
have long been on a payroll from abroad and are doing this professionally," Syrankou 
hypothesized. In the end, he promised that the Communist Party would file complaints about the 
activists with the prosecutor's office, the Investigative Committee, and other relevant authorities. 
They also plan to involve the tax office to find out who is funding these "language inspectors."140 

 

*** 

The retail chain Radzivillauski conducted a rebranding, replacing the Belarusian language 
with Russian. 

Minsk Cold Storage Plant No. 2, the owner of the Radzivillauski store chain, began updating its 
retail brand. The first store in the chain has already updated both its exterior and interior design. 
While the corporate logo was previously in Belarusian, everything has now been switched to 
Russian.141 

 

141 https://blizko.by/notes/prekrativshaya-suschestvovanie-torgovaya-set-v-minske-ozhila-i-provela-rebrending-kak-seychas-vyglyadyat-magaziny-_vg  

140 https://nashaniva.com/359652  

139 https://nashaniva.com/359279  

138 https://nashaniva.com/359838  
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*** 

The book "Our President" was published in Belarus and pompously presented at the 
National Library. 

The team of authors includes Lukashenka's press secretary, Natallia Eismant, former Minister of 
Agriculture Aliaksandr Radzkou, former head of the "Mir" TV channel in Belarus Vladimir 
Piartsou, and editor-in-chief of the newspaper "Zvyazda" Aliaksandr Karlyukevich. The book 
features numerous photos of Lukashenka and his quotes. During the presentation, it was 
mentioned that the publication could be used as a textbook.142 

 

*** 

In January and February, the "USSR Cinema" project will continue at the capital's Raketa 
cinema. 

Viewers can expect a journey through Soviet classics from different periods.143 

 

*** 

The film "The Phoenix Bird of Aliaksei Talai" will begin screening in cinemas across the 
country. 

The new work by documentary filmmakers from the National Film Studio "Belarusfilm" is 
dedicated to the life story of Belarusian Paralympian and pro-government activist Aliaksei Talai, 
the founder of the Aliaksei Talai Foundation, which, among other things, works to evacuate 
children from territories temporarily occupied by Russia in Ukraine.144 

 

*** 

Exhibitions worth noting: 

– "Masters of the Mountain Country" from the collection of collector Ramazan 
Makhmudov (Museum of "Rescued Artistic Treasures," Brest). The exhibition features works of 
folk art from Dagestan: Tabasaran carpets, cold weapons by masters from Kubachi and Kizlyar 
(knives, daggers, sabers, and swords), Kubachi women's silver jewelry, Balkhar ceramics, and 
Untsukul woodwork with inlay and melchior inlay.145 

– "Together. To the 30th Anniversary of the Institution of the Presidency in the Republic of 
Belarus"(Gallery of the Belarusian Union of Artists Palace of Art).146 

– "Feats and Fates of Partisans in Documents" (New Castle, Hrodna).147 

– The exhibition "Union Fortress" dedicated to the Russian-Belarusian heritage of defensive 
architecture (Lida Castle).148 

148 https://t.me/kultinfa/10813  

147 https://t.me/kultinfa/10808  

146 https://t.me/kultinfa/10764  

145 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25688  

144 https://t.me/minkultrb/48019  

143 https://t.me/kultinfa/10791  

142 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6698  
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Leader of the Communist Party of Belarus, Sergei Syrankou, stated that Lenin should be a 
symbol of Russia and Belarus. The implementation of the project by the Ministry of 
Culture for the restoration and museumification of the Brest Fortress has begun. Plans are 
underway to include a carriage with an exhibition about the partisan movement in Belarus 
in the museum project "Victory Train." In Minsk, a street named after Father Minai may 
appear. After the reconstruction of the building of the Faculty of History at Belarusian 
State University, nothing historical remains. Projects by culturologist Maxim Zhbankov 
and journalist Aliaksandr Chernukha were recognized as "extremist." In Belarus, the 
distribution of 30 more books was banned. The National Library of Belarus hosted the 
presentation of the book "Donbas — Novorossiya: A Belarusian Perspective." Hrodna 
doctor Alena Stefanovich demanded a ballot in Russian but had to settle for Belarusian. In 
Belarus, a documentary about Stalinist repressions was recognized as "extremist." 
"Belarusfilm" organized nationwide premieres of the film "The Phoenix Bird of Aliaksei 
Talai."The National Art Museum exhibited works by Z-artists under the guise of the theme 
of the "Great Patriotic War” – Cultural news for the period of January 21-31, 2025. 

 

News Agenda of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus 

 

During the period of January 21-31, 2025, 6 news items were published on the official website149 
of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, dedicated to: 

– "Direct telephone lines" at the Ministry of Culture;150 

– A master class by the Kupala Theater as part of the "Marathon of Unity";151 

– The event "Significant Meeting";152 

– A meeting between the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Ruslan Charnetski, and 
the State Secretary of the Union State, Dmitry Mezentsev;153 

– The presidential elections in Belarus;154 

– An extended meeting of the board of the National Library of Belarus on the results of 2024 and 
tasks for 2025.155 

155 https://www.kultura.by/news/30-yanvarya-2025-goda-v-natsionalnoy-biblioteke-belarusi-sostoyalos-rasshirennoe-zasedanie-direktsii/  

154 https://www.kultura.by/news/budushchee-belarusi-vizhu-svetlym-poetomu-progolosoval-segodnya-za-stabilnost-i-za-bezopasnost/  

153 https://www.kultura.by/news/segodnya-v-ministerstve-kultury-respubliki-belarus-sostoyalas-vstrecha-ministra-kultury-respubliki-b/  

152 https://www.kultura.by/news/v-minske-23-yanvarya-proshla-znakovaya-vstrecha/  

151 https://www.kultura.by/news/22-studzenya-praysho-maystar-klas-kupala-skaga-teatra-ramkakh-marafona-adzinstva-na-baze-belaruskay-/  

150 https://www.kultura.by/news/pryamye-telefonnye-linii-v-ministerstve-kultury/  

149 https://www.kultura.by/  
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During the mentioned period, the official Telegram channel156 of the Ministry of Culture 
published 212 news items. If attention is paid to the language of the messages posted on the 
Telegram channel, Russian remains the primary language. 

Language of the 
messages 

Number of 
news items 

Russian 188 
Belarusian 21 
Both 3 

 

Thematic content of the messages: 

• Meetings, statements, and work trips of Ministry of Culture employees – 13 news items; 
• Theme of the Great Patriotic War – 8 news items; 
• International cooperation in the field of culture – 5 news items. 
 

Meetings, statements, and work trips of employees of the Ministry of Culture: 
 
Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Ruslan Charnetski: 

– Delivered a welcoming speech at a master class by the Kupala Theater as part of the "Marathon 
of Unity" held at the Belarusian State Academy of Arts.157 

– Participated in the exhibition "A Century of Belarusian Cinema," which took place at the 
Palazzo shopping and entertainment center as part of the "Marathon of Unity."158 

– Spoke at the "Significant Meeting" as part of the "Marathon of Unity." 159,160 

– Met with the State Secretary of the Union State, Dmitry Mezentsev, to discuss prospects for 
cultural cooperation within the framework of the Union State.161 

– Voted in the presidential elections at polling station No. 47 in the capital's Gymnasium No. 
56.162,163 

 
First Deputy Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Dzmitry Shlyakhtsin: 

–Delivered a welcoming speech at a solemn event dedicated to the transfer of the engraving 
"Portrait of Messire Pierre François Carton, Seigneur de Viar" from the Belarusian State 
Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War to the collection of the National Art Museum 
of the Republic of Belarus. The engraving originates from the pre-war collection of the State Art 
Gallery of the BSSR.164 

– Participated in a meeting of the board of the National Library of Belarus to discuss the results 
of 2024 and the tasks for 2025.165 

165 https://t.me/minkultrb/49028  

164 https://t.me/minkultrb/48587  

163 https://t.me/minkultrb/48911  

162 https://t.me/minkultrb/48900  

161 https://t.me/minkultrb/48519  

160 https://t.me/minkultrb/48438  

159 https://t.me/minkultrb/48437  

158 https://t.me/minkultrb/48357  

157 https://t.me/minkultrb/48312  

156 https://t.me/MinobrofBelarus 
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Deputy Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Siarhei Sarakach: 

– Visited the Kreva Castle.166 

 
Head of the Department of International Cooperation and Media Relations of the Ministry of 
Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Viktoryia Ratabylskaya: 

– Delivered a report at a meeting summarizing the results of the Ministry of Culture's 
information work for 2024, setting tasks for 2025, and addressing issues of ensuring information 
security.167 

 
Head of the Department of Capital Construction and Material-Technical Support of the 
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, Aliaksandr Bartoshyk: 

– Conducted a "direct telephone line" on construction issues in the cultural sphere.168 

 

News dedicated to the topic of the Great Patriotic War: 

– A temporary exhibition dedicated to the International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 
80th anniversary of the liberation of prisoners from the Nazi Auschwitz-Birkenau camp opened 
at the Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War.169 

– The Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War hosted a literary and musical event 
"Leningrad Diary," dedicated to the 81st anniversary of the complete lifting of the Siege of 
Leningrad.170 

– The Mir Castle Complex museum launched a new joint project with the Secondary School of 
Mir named after Stashevskaya. Each month, the museum's YouTube channel will feature stories 
about heroes of the Great Patriotic War.171 

– The Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War presented a new exhibition project 
"Museum Rarities," dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the Great Victory. The exhibition is 
based on the museum's collection funds and aims to present one unique museum artifact, a war 
relic, each month. Among the rarities to be showcased this year are: a submachine gun 
assembled by partisans and gifted to a legendary partisan commander; a handwritten partisan 
magazine of the "Flame"brigade; a homemade partisan medal made from a coin; and others.172 

5 news items were dedicated to international cooperation in the field of culture, they 
covered contacts with the following countries: 
Russia – 3 news items; 

China – 1 news item; 

Georgia –1 news item. 

 

172 https://t.me/minkultrb/49061  

171 https://t.me/minkultrb/48967  

170 https://t.me/minkultrb/48956  

169 https://t.me/minkultrb/48919  

168 https://t.me/minkultrb/48524  

167 https://t.me/minkultrb/48257  

166 https://t.me/minkultrb/48448  
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Russia: 

– A meeting took place at the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus between the 
Minister of Culture, Ruslan Chernetsky, and the State Secretary of the Union State, Dmitry 
Mezentsev, to discuss prospects for cultural cooperation within the framework of the Union 
State. The conversation focused on the implementation of projects and events of the Union State 
in 2025. Additionally, a meeting of the Republican Expert and Artistic Council for the evaluation 
and acceptance of concert programs (musical performances) under the Ministry was held to 
review the concept of a cultural event dedicated to the Day of Unity of the Peoples of Belarus 
and Russia.173 

– The National Art Museum of the Republic of Belarus hosted a solemn opening ceremony of 
the exhibition "Banner of Victory." The exhibition project was organized by the Art Museum in 
collaboration with the Russian Club of Orthodox Patrons and the public association "Russian 
Cultural and Educational Society," dedicated to the celebration of the 80th anniversary of the 
Great Victory and the end of the Great Patriotic War.174,175 

 
Georgia: 

– A charity evening "Faith Without Works is Dead. The Legacy of Saint Nino" was held at the 
Republican Center of National Cultures, organized by the parish of the Church of Saint 
Equal-to-the-Apostles Nino in Minsk and the public association "Georgian Cultural and 
Educational Society 'Sakartvelo.'"176 

What Else to Pay Attention To: 

– Extensive coverage (113 news items) of the presidential elections in the Republic of Belarus. 
Employees of the Petrykau District Library demonstrated creativity by creating a video titled 
"Sasha Will Stay With Us."177 

– Broad coverage (24 news items) of the Republican socio-cultural campaign "Marathon of 
Unity."At the end of January, the campaign took place in Minsk.178,179,180,181,182,183,184,185,186 As part 
of the campaign, an exhibition "Books as a Gift to the President" by the National Library of 
Belarus opened at the Minsk International Exhibition Center.187 

– Broad coverage (10 news items) of the work of Belarusian documentary filmmakers—the film 
"The Phoenix Bird of Aliaksei Talai." The premiere of the film took place in Minsk,188 
Vitsiebsk,189 Hrodna,190 Mahiliou,191 Homiel,192 Brest,193 and other cities. 

193 https://t.me/minkultrb/48341  

192 https://t.me/minkultrb/48331  

191 https://t.me/minkultrb/48325  

190 https://t.me/minkultrb/48322  

189 https://t.me/minkultrb/48284  

188 https://t.me/minkultrb/48273  

187 https://t.me/minkultrb/48225  

186 https://t.me/minkultrb/48555  

185 https://t.me/minkultrb/48379  

184 https://t.me/minkultrb/48378  

183 https://t.me/minkultrb/48236  

182 https://t.me/minkultrb/48234  

181 https://t.me/minkultrb/48216  

180 https://t.me/minkultrb/48209  

179 https://t.me/minkultrb/48189  

178 https://t.me/minkultrb/48188  

177 https://t.me/minkultrb/48399  

176 https://t.me/minkultrb/49058  

175 https://t.me/minkultrb/49014  

174 https://t.me/minkultrb/48969  

173 https://t.me/minkultrb/48519  
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Activities of Russian Organizations on the Territory of Belarus 

 
Russian organizations operating in Belarus (Russian House in Homiel, Russian House in Minsk, 
Russian House in Brest, Russian House in Hrodna) continuously engage in propaganda in the 
historical sphere, glorify Soviet values, promote integration processes between Belarus and 
Russia, systematically introduce Russian culture and the Russian language in Belarus, and 
distribute sets of books to educational and cultural institutions. 

During the period from January 21 to January 31, 2025, Russian organizations were initiators or 
(and) participants in the following events and projects in Belarus: 

– Meeting between the Director of the Irkutsk Architectural-Ethnographic Museum 
"Taltsy," Vladimir Tikhanov, and the Director of the Hrodna State Historical and 
Archaeological Museum, Yury Kiturka. The discussion focused on expanding formats of 
inter-museum partnerships and strengthening interregional cooperation within the framework of 
the Union State.194 

– Regular meeting of participants of the international project "Gavrilov Watch," dedicated 
to the 125th anniversary of Hero of the Soviet Union Major Gavrilov (Russian House in 
Brest). At the Garrison Cemetery in Brest, members of the "Russian Society," representatives of 
public organizations, students from Secondary School No. 22 in Brest, and participants of the 
military-patriotic club "Sokol" gathered.195 

– Events dedicated to the 81st anniversary of the complete lifting of the siege of Leningrad: 

●​ International Online Conference "In the Battle for Leningrad" (Russian House in 
Homiel).Organized by the Victory Museum. Participants included representatives of the 
military-patriotic club "Shtrafbat," the public association "Patriots of Belarus," cadets 
from the Homiel Cadet School, students from Secondary Schools No. 74 and No. 67 in 
Homiel, the chairperson of the regional branch of the "Russian Society," Alena Shatsko, 
etc.196 

●​ Memorial Event (Minsk State Palace of Children and Youth). Held with the support of 
the Rossotrudnichestvo Representative Office in the Republic of Belarus.197 

●​ Quiz (Russian House in Homiel). Participants included students from grades 8-9 of 
Secondary Schools No. 59, No. 27, and No. 30 in Homiel.198 

●​ Exhibition "Hero City Leningrad" (Exhibition Hall of the Russian House in Homiel). 
The exhibition featured archival documents, diaries, and items from personal collections, 
offering a glimpse into the past through the eyes of the besieged city.199,200 

●​ Exhibition "The Unyielding City. The Leningrad Front" (Russian House in Brest). The 
first visitors to the exhibition were students from the Brest State College of 
Communications.201 

– II International Competition "My Family in History." Participants were required to write an 
essay in Russian on a topic related to the historical memory and heritage of World War II. 
Suggested topics included: "Russian Diaspora in the Post-War Period Through the Eyes of 

201 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25704  

200 https://t.me/russiangomel/5994  

199 https://t.me/russiangomel/5980  

198 https://t.me/russiangomel/6019  

197 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16231  

196 https://t.me/russiangomel/5987  

195 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25734  

194 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/2975  
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Compatriots"; "The Invisible Front: Russian Participants of the Resistance Movement — A 
Legacy of Memory"; and others.202 

– Competition "For Defender of the Fatherland Day" (Russian House in Brest).203 

– Russian House in Hrodna Donated 70 Editions of Russian Classical and Contemporary 
Literature to the Library Fund of the Hrodna State Medical University. The event was part 
of the project "Replenishing Library Collections" by the Association of Writers' and Publishers' 
Unions of Russia, aimed at deepening cooperation in the field of education, in accordance with 
the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Russian Center for Science and Culture in Hrodna 
and the Hrodna State Medical University.204,205 

– Events Marking the 165th Anniversary of Russian Writer Anton Chekhov: 

●​ Festival-competition of children's creativity "Reading Chekhov" (Navapolatsk City 
Library named after Y. Kolas). Over 100 children and teenagers participated, creating 
illustrations, crafts, and theatrical performances.206 

●​ Meeting with school children (Herzen City Library, Homiel). Students from Homiel 
educational institutions were introduced to the life and works of the Russian writer. The 
event was supported by the Russian House in Homiel, which gifted participants books by 
Russian authors.207 

●​ Immersive exhibition: A life-sized figure of A. Chekhov "Reading" the writer's 
works in the voices of famous Russian actors (Russian House in Hrodna).208 

●​ Art master class on Chekhov's play "The Cherry Orchard" (Russian House in 
Hrodna).Participants immersed themselves in the atmosphere of the play and expressed 
their impressions using watercolors. The best works were awarded miniature editions of 
Chekhov's stories.209 

– New Meeting of the Conversation Club "Russian as a Foreign Language" (Russian House 
in Homiel).210 

– Screening of the Film About the Russian Ocean Way Round-the-World Expedition 
(Secondary School No. 70 named after Gurtыiev, Minsk). The documentary, created by the "My 
Planet" TV channel, is dedicated to Yevgeny Kovalevsky and Stanislav Bereskin, who traveled 
35,000 nautical miles, visiting 32 countries and island territories. Special screenings of the 
documentary "Crossing the Ocean. And Returning as Different People" are held on the initiative 
of the "My Planet" TV channel with the support of Rossotrudnichestvo.211 

– Premiere of the film "The Evil City" (Kalinin Cinema, Homiel). "The Evil City" is a 
Russian historical film by director Konstantin Buslov, telling the story of the defense of Kozelsk 
during the Mongol invasion of Rus. The screening was supported by the Russian House. Before 
the screening, the center's staff introduced guests to the main activities of the Russian House in 
Homiel and invited everyone to participate in a quiz about the film. "One of our center's tasks is 

211 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16257  

210 https://t.me/russianHomiel/5974  

209 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3048  

208 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3042  

207 https://t.me/russiangomel/6041  

206 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16247  

205 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3028  

204 https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3003  

203 https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25727  

202 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16225  

25 

https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16257
https://t.me/russiangomel/5974
https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3048
https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3042
https://t.me/russiangomel/6041
https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16247
https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3028
https://t.me/russkiydomvgrodno/3003
https://t.me/rcnkbrest/25727
https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16225


 

to popularize Russian culture. We will continue to support domestic cinema. Such films remind 
us of important events in history and contribute to preserving the historical memory of our 
people's heroism," emphasized Aliaksandr Marzhukhin, head of the Russian House in Homiel.212 
– Creative workshop (Russian House in Minsk). Students from Secondary School No. 97 were 
introduced to the ancient traditions of Khokhloma crafts, which originated deep in the Russian 
forests many centuries ago.213 

 

Overview of the main events in the field of culture and historiography in Belarus on 
January 21-31, 2025, related to the formation of national identity 

 

When selecting the main topics of this period, cultural news published not only on the resources 
of the relevant Ministry but also in the media and Telegram channels of other cultural 
management bodies were considered. 

 

Among the news agenda, the following key events can be highlighted: 

 

*** 

Leader of the Communist Party of Belarus, Siarhei Syrankou, stated that Lenin should be 
a symbol of Russia and Belarus. 

According to him, Lenin is the most significant ideologist of socialism and communism, and for 
Belarus, he is the founder of statehood. "And for Russia, Lenin is the most famous Russian 
person in the world. Therefore, I believe that Lenin, like his mausoleum, should not only remain 
but also be symbols of Russia, as well as our Belarusian-Russian union," Syrankou said.214 

 

*** 

The implementation of the Union State project for the restoration and museumification of 
the Brest Fortress has begun. 

This was announced by the State Secretary of the Union State, Dmitry Mezentsev, in Moscow at 
a meeting of the organizing committee "Our Victory." He also proposed inviting a number of 
museums from Belarus to the All-Russian Museum Gathering, which will take place this year.215 

 

*** 

A train car with an exhibition about the partisan movement in Belarus is planned to be 
included in the museum project "Victory Train." 

"Victory Train" is an interactive exhibition with a maximum immersion effect, located in a train. 
Ten thematic cars are dedicated to individual events of the Great Patriotic War. It is planned that 

215 https://belta.by/society/view/mezentsev-nachalas-realizatsija-proekta-sg-po-restavratsii-i-muzeefikatsii-brestskoj-kreposti-692802-2025/  

214 https://nashaniva.com/360091  

213 https://t.me/naukaiculturaRossiivBelarusi/16236  

212 https://t.me/russiangomel/6073  
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this unique museum will travel through Belarusian cities in the year of the 80th anniversary of 
the Victory.216 

 

*** 

A street named after Batska Minai may appear in Minsk. 

One of the planned streets in the capital is proposed to be named in honor of the famous 
Belarusian partisan and Hero of the Soviet Union, Minai Shmyrou. This was announced by the 
Commission on Naming and Renaming Avenues, Streets, Squares, and Other Components of 
Minsk.217 

 

*** 

After reconstruction, nothing historical remains in the building of the faculty of history at 
Belarusian State University (BSU). 

After years of major renovations, House No. 1, the first building where the newly established 
BSU once began its work, was solemnly reopened. Many traces of history were meticulously 
erased. Before the recent reconstruction, the building of the Faculty of History retained its 
Soviet-era charm: columns on the facade and in the foyer, mosaic and parquet floors, stucco 
portals, cornices, rosettes, old doors, and stained glass. All of this was considered an integral part 
of the architectural monument and was officially protected. However, almost none of this 
remains in the renovated building. Black-and-white ceramic granite now covers the floors, and 
all the stucco has been concealed by suspended ceilings.218 

 

*** 

Projects by culturologist Maksim Zhbankou and journalist Aliaksandr Charnukha were 
recognized as "extremist." 

The Ministry of Information updated the list of "extremist" materials. This time, by a decision of 
the court of the Partizansky District of Minsk on January 21, 2025, the internet resources of film 
analyst, journalist, and culturologist Maksim Zhbankou were included. This concerns the 
"ShockingCult" project on YouTube, the Telegram group "Max Zhbankou," and accounts on 
Instagram and Facebook. Additionally, the project "Ministry of Sepulture" by journalist 
Aliaksandr Charnukha on YouTube, the Telegram group "Belarusian Music," and the project's 
Instagram account were also recognized as “extremist.”219 
 
*** 

The distribution of 30 more books was banned in Belarus. 

The decision was made at a meeting of the Republican Commission for the Evaluation of 
Symbols, Attributes, and Information Products, as reported by the Ministry of Information. The 
commission found that the books contained "information and materials whose distribution could 

219 https://reformby.org/proekt-i-socseti-kulturologa-maksima-zhbankova-priznali-jekstremistskimi  

218 https://nashaniva.com/360053  

217 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/89086.html?tg=7  

216 https://t.me/kultinfa/11120  

27 

https://reformby.org/proekt-i-socseti-kulturologa-maksima-zhbankova-priznali-jekstremistskimi
https://nashaniva.com/360053
https://news.zerkalo.io/life/89086.html?tg=7
https://t.me/kultinfa/11120


 

harm national interests." In total, the updated list includes 65 books, the distribution of which is 
now prohibited in Belarus. Among the banned books are: "GULAG" by Anne Applebaum, the 
wife of Poland's Minister of Foreign Affairs Radek Sikorski; "All the Way to Heaven"; "A Little 
Life" by Hanya Yanagihara; and "Lullaby" by Chuck Palahniuk.220 

 
*** 

The book "Donbas — Novorossiya: A Belarusian Perspective" was presented at the National 
Library of Belarus. 

The authors of the book include: Deputy of the House of Representatives V. Hihin, 
pro-government journalists K. Lebedzeva and Y. Azaronak, and the chairman of the public 
association "Union Movement"S. Lushch.221,222,223 

 

*** 

Doctor Alena Stefanovich from Hrodna demanded a ballot in Russian but had to settle for 
Belarusian. 

Doctor Alena Stefanovich from Hrodna, whose pro-Russian stance outraged deputy Ihar 
Marzaliuk and was labeled as a "trash from Hrodna," complained that she was not given a ballot 
in Russian at the polling station. Earlier, in response to a complaint by pro-Russian activist Olga 
Bondarava and her associates about the absence of Russian on ballots, CEC Chairman Ihar 
Karpenka reacted. He accused pro-Russian activists of nationalist attacks.224 

 

*** 

A documentary about Stalinist repression was recognized as "extremist" in Belarus. 

The film in question is "The Forest," which was declared "extremist materials" by the court of 
the Central District of Homiel on January 29. The film depicts several real stories from the 1930s 
about Stalinist repressions. One of them is about a Homiel official who survived an execution in 
the infamous Navabelitski Forest near Homiel.225 

 

*** 

Belarusfilm organized nationwide premieres of the film "The Phoenix Bird of Aliaksei 
Talai." 

To recall: Ukrainian authorities accuse Belarusian Paralympian Aliaksei Talai of illegally 
transporting Ukrainian children from temporarily occupied territories. Talai also starred in a 
Russian war film.226,227 

227 https://t.me/viasna96/29440  

226 https://nashaniva.com/360016  

225 https://t.me/viasna96/29616  

224 https://nashaniva.com/360237  

223 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6922  

222 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6919  

221 https://t.me/libraryofbel/6900  

220 https://t.me/cult_front/3487  
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*** 

At the National Art Museum, works of Z-artists were exhibited under the guise of the topic 
of the "Great Patriotic War." 

The National Art Museum of Belarus solemnly opened the exhibition "Banner of Victory." 
Officially, the project is dedicated to "the celebration of the 80th anniversary of the Great 
Victory and the end of the Great Patriotic War. The Banner of Victory is a symbol of honor, pride, 
and dignity of the people who triumphed in that terrible war." However, among the portraits of 
veterans and illustrations for literary works about the war, one can also see the works of 
contemporary Z-artists. The most striking example is the portrait "Volunteer Elshad, Knight of 
the Order of Courage." It was painted in 2023 by artist Vladimir Semyonov. The painting depicts 
a tired man with a bandage bearing the letter Z on his arm. Another example is the work "Day of 
Military Memory" by Russian artist Andrei Lysenko. The organizers of this exhibition are the 
Russian Club of Orthodox Patrons and the public association "Russian Cultural and Educational 
Society." The concept of the exhibition project was developed by Pyotr Stronksy, a member of 
the board of the painting section of the Moscow Union of Artists, National Artist of the Russian 
Federation, and academician of the Russian Academy of Arts.228 

 

*** 

Other exhibitions worth noting: 

●​ Literary-Documentary Exhibition "The Talented Chekhov Family" (State Museum of 
the History of Belarusian Literature). The exhibition was created as part of international 
cooperation between the State Museum of the History of Belarusian Literature and the 
Taganrog State Literary and Historical-Architectural Museum-Reserve, dedicated to the 
165th anniversary of Chekhov's birth.229 

●​ Exhibition "Chekhov. The Art of Inspiration" (National Library of Belarus).230 

230 https://t.me/kultinfa/11093  

229 https://t.me/minkultrb/48506  

228 https://nashaniva.com/360592  
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