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Already in the October monitoring study, we noted a tendency for the strengthening of
ideologization of Belarusian education in comparison with the same period of 2023, and the
main reason for it was the intensification of the authorities' activity to plant the theme of
elections in Belarusian educational institutions. In November this tendency not only persisted,
but also intensified, as evidenced by the data of the official resources of the Ministry of
Education. On the official site' of the ministry 7 out of 22 news (32%) had ideological coloring,
while on the official Telegram channel® these figures were 115 out of 300 (38%) news. While the
share of ideology on the agency's website was a fairly standard figure for 2024, the 38% share of
ideologically oriented news on the official Telegram channel is a record for the entire history of
our observations. Thus, throughout the entire autumn period of 2024, more than a third of the
news on the official resources of the Ministry of Education had an ideological context, which is a
rather bright marker of the strengthening of ideologization of the educational process. In general,
based on the results of the study, we can highlight the following features characterizing the
development of the Belarusian education system in November:

1. Unprecedented character of the imposition of the election theme in education. Recall that
the imposition of the election campaign theme began in Belarusian education from the first days
of the new academic year and during September-October this phenomenon only intensified.
Already at the end of October we noted a considerable growth of pre-election promotion in
educational institutions, which was connected with the official start of the election campaign. In
November, the pre-election promotion in Belarusian education began to be carried out on a daily
basis, and it was especially noticeable in colleges and higher educational institutions of the
country, where pupils and students already have the right to vote. If we speak about the forms of
pre-election agitation, it combined both traditional and new elements. Traditional forms of
campaigning were described in detail by us in the previous studies, they include:

- Intimidation of pupils and students with responsibility for any protest activity (reading and
disseminating information from opposition media, criticizing the authorities in social networks,
participation in protest actions and rallies). During the month the representatives of the
authorities continued to spread the idea among young people that objective information about
Belarus could be obtained only in the pro-governmental media.

- Regular meetings of pupils and students on the topic of elections with teachers, external
pro-governmental speakers and representatives of youth pro-governmental activists. Such events
have already been held in educational institutions both on the eve of the 2024 elections and
during September-October. During November, we observed the opening of so-called Young
Voters' Headquarters in colleges and universities, whose activities are also dedicated to
promoting the topic of elections among young people. In general, it can be noted that all the
above-mentioned meetings have two goals: to encourage young people to vote and, thus, to
increase voter turnout in future elections; to disseminate information among young people about
the successes of Belarus during the years of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's rule, which is actually
campaigning for one of the candidates.

- Promotion of habitual propaganda projects in educational institutions. Such projects include
demonstration of the propaganda exhibition "Parallel Worlds", which is held weekly in various
educational institutions of Minsk, praising the policy of the current government and criticizing
the Belarusian opposition in every possible way. In November the exhibition was held in BSPU?
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, BNTU* , BSUIR® and MGLU?® . In Brest region, young people continued to be taken to another
propaganda exhibition, which is devoted to Aliaksandr Lukashenka's visits to the region.
Examples of involving pupils and students in viewing this exhibition in November can be seen in
BrSTU’ and PalesSU* . In November, the campaign marathon in support of Aliaksandr
Lukashenka "Marathon of Unity" continued across Belarus, which includes events aimed at
openly promoting the topic of elections among young people. The most vivid such events are the
so-called "unboring non-lectures", which are organized by Deputy Minister of Education
Kateryna Petrutskaya together with other pro-governmental activists. During November such
lectures were held with students of Pinsk College of BrSU? , Pinsk Medical College'® , Babruisk
Mechanical-Technological College' , Vitebsk Industrial-Technological College' . Finally,
during the first half of November, all levels of education continued to involve teachers in
recording "Nado!" videos in support of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. All such videos made no sense
in November, because the candidacy of the Belarusian ruler had already been officially
registered for the elections. Obviously, the officials were trying to demonstrate the alleged
popular support of Aliaksandr Lukashenka, and this explains the forced involvement of
education workers in the recording of such videos.

Along with the traditional forms, in November we recorded new examples of planting the theme
of elections among young people:

- New campaign projects aimed at praising the rule of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. One of the main
points of the authorities' propaganda campaign for the current elections is to demonstrate to
young people the successes of Belarus during the 30-year term of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's rule.
Representatives of the authorities tell young people about the deplorable state of Belarus in the
first half of the 1990s and then link all further successes of the country to the personality of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka. In November several propaganda projects promoting the
above-mentioned pro-government theses were launched in educational institutions. The first
project "Youth for Belarus" was presented by lhar Marzaliuk in the House of Representatives.
The essence of the project is to hold meetings of deputies and members of the Youth Parliament
with young people on the basis of educational institutions" . In November, meetings within the
framework of this project were held in ISE'*, Academy of Management'® , BGATU'® , BGMU"’
, BGTU'"™® |, BSUY , BRU* , BSUT? , BSATU* , Belarusian State University of Food and
Chemical Technologies® , BSATU* , BSUIR* , BSAM* , BSAM? | BNTU*® |, BSU® ,
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HrSMU*® , HrSMU?®' , Mahiliou State University** . The second project "Presidential Republic:
the voice of youth" was launched by the pro-governmental movement "Belaya Rus". As in the
case of the project "Youth for Belarus", all the meetings are aimed at conveying to young people
the idea of successful development of Belarus during 30 years of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's rule,
and the only difference between the projects is the speakers' belonging to "Belaya Rus". In
November, agitation meetings of Belaya Rus' activists with students were held in BSMU and
MSLU,* BSUPhC,** MSPU,*® HSAU,* BSAA?’, BrSTU,*® MSU named after .Kuleshov*’ ,
Beloozero College of Electrical Engineering® , Lyakhovichi Agrarian College*' , Brest College
of Communication* , Brest Medical College® , Brest College of Instrument Engineering® ,
Baranovichi Technological College® , Orsha Agrarian College* , Maryinogorsk Agrarian and
Technical College*’ , Barysauski College* , Molodechno College® , Mogilev Trade College™ ,
Minsk College of Arts®' , Minsk Service College™ , Gatovo School® . The third project "Do as
you please" is implemented by the Belarusian Committee of Youth Organizations and is also
aimed at holding meetings of young people with representatives of various spheres of society. In
November, meetings within the framework of the new project were held at the State University™*
, VSAVM* | BNTU> . In addition to the projects listed above, in November, educational
institutions began showing young people the new BelTA propaganda exhibition "Belarus.
Rise.1994...2024", which emphasizes only the achievements of Belarus during the reign of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka®” . The new propaganda exhibition was also massively demonstrated in
the shopping center "Stolitsa" to pupils and students of a number of colleges and universities in
the capital: *BSU* , BSATU® , BSATU® , BSUCA® , Minsk College of Service and
Technologies® , Minsk College of Light Industry and Complex Logistics® , Minsk College of
Trade and Economics® , Minsk College of Language and Humanities®® , Minsk College of
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Entrepreneurship®” , Minsk College of Business and Law® , Minsk College of Technology and
Design of Light Industry® , Minsk Medical College xml-ph-0011@,

- Demonstrative involvement of pupils and students in the process of training session of
signatures for Aliaksandr Lukashenka and dissemination of information about the elections. The
most indicative innovation of the current election campaign is that the authorities are no longer
shy to openly show the facts of coercion of young people to participate in various stages of the
election campaign. The resources of educational institutions openly post materials that tell that
students and teachers leave signatures themselves and also engage in their training sessions. At
the same time, the whole process often takes place in the educational institutions themselves. We
should also note the fact that educational institutions post information about the training session
only in support of Aliaksandr Lukashenka, which confirms the imitation nature of the electoral
process in Belarus. The most indicative case of involving students in the training session in
support of Aliaksandr Lukashenka took place in Minsk College of Innovative Construction
Technologies, where a young man tells on camera that he turned 18 and decided to support the
Belarusian ruler. It is noteworthy that the signatures on the video are collected by a teacher of the
college, and the whole action takes place in the educational institution” . In MSLU students left
signatures for Aliaksandr Lukashenka in the university and in the dormitory, as well as they were
sent to collect signatures on the streets of Minsk’' . We also recorded organized training sessions
in support of the Belarusian ruler at Belarusian State University of Food and Chemical
Technologies™ , Academy of Management” , BSAM™ , VSU" . We found facts of involving
students in pickets to participate in training sessions for Aliaksandr Lukashenka in Minsk
College of Music’® , Gomel College of Builders”” , Gomel Agrarian and Industrial College™ ,
HrSMU” , BelSUT® , BrSTU®' and other educational institutions. Signature training sessions in
educational institutions are a convenient way to force young people and teachers to support
Aliaksandr Lukashenka, as the management of the institutions has the opportunity to fully
control this process and intimidate people with opposition views. The attempts of the current
authorities to show the mass nature of support for Aliaksandr Lukashenka by artificially creating
large queues of signature collectors at the expense of coercing students are also a remarkable
phenomenon, which can be clearly seen on the example of the All-Union State University. It is
obvious that by these actions the authorities are trying to copy the events of 2020, when the
pickets of opposition candidates had huge queues in the streets without any coercion. Finally, a
distinctive feature of the current election campaign is the mass use of young people to promote
the pro-governmental agenda in the localities, which can be seen in the examples of students of
the Belarusian Medical College® , Minsk College of Digital Technologies® , Homel College of
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Design and Computer Graphics® , as well as students of MITSO® , BSMU* , BSPU*" , BNTU®®
, who were sent to distribute information booklets about the election.

Thus, the theme of the elections in November came to the fore in Belarusian educational
institutions in November, which demonstrates a high degree of ideologization of Belarusian
education. Besides, the above-mentioned cases are examples of open agitation in support of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka, which is prohibited by Belarusian legislation at this stage of the election
campaign. We are sure that during December-January we will observe a similar level of planting
the theme of elections in education, and closer to the date of elections colleges and universities
will start to openly post on their resources cases of attracting young people to early voting.

2. imitation of the Ministry of Education's activity on fulfillment of the decisions of the
Republican Pedagogical Council. In November, the Ministry of Education adopted several
decisions at once, which were actively disseminated in mass media, but at the same time, in fact,
did not change the situation in Belarusian education in any way.

First, the Ministry has adopted a number of resolutions that are aimed at reducing the
documentary burden on teachers and refusing to have teachers perform unrelated functions® .
The eradication of these shortcomings of Belarusian education was one of the decisions of the
Republican Pedagogical Council in August 2024, and it is obvious that the Ministry's actions are
largely connected with the need to report to Aliaksandr Lukashenka on the steps taken to
implement the decisions of the Pedagogical Council. In our opinion, the resolutions adopted by
the Ministry of Education do not solve the problem of excessive paperwork in schools and are
unlikely to eliminate the practice of teachers performing unrelated functions. This follows from a
number of documents, which are posted in a special section on the Ministry's website. First, the
ministry has updated the list of mandatory documents to be maintained by individual employees
in schools® and if we compare the new version of the document with the previous version®' | it
becomes obvious that the document load on teachers has not only not decreased, but in some
cases has increased. Among the achievements of the new document we can only emphasize the
right of teachers of the first and higher categories, as well as the category of "teacher-methodist"
not to make a lesson plan, but to limit themselves to its reference scheme. At the same time, the
new list increased the documentary load on educators, class teachers, teacher-organizers and
introduced mandatory documents for social teachers, teacher-psychologists and heads of
military-patriotic education. Secondly, the Ministry made additions to the instructional letter on
conducting educational and ideological work in schools®® . According to the addition, now
schools must report on the preparation and implementation of various educational activities
twice a year: by January 30 and by June 30. The introduced change will allow school employees
not to be distracted by filling in documents during the year, but it does not reduce the volume of
work with documents. On the contrary, preparing large reports twice a year will force educators
to spend a huge amount of time on training sessions to gather complete information closer to the
reporting deadlines. Finally, the Ministry has published another regulation that requires
education officials to eliminate the practice of sending requests to schools that are not included
in the mandatory list of documents® . The same requirement applies to other agencies that send
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requests to schools” . Both documents contain a requirement to bring to disciplinary
responsibility those employees who continue to send requests to schools despite the adopted
documents. In our opinion, the positive nature of the decisions in the documents will collide with
reality when they are not implemented in practice. The structure of the education system in
Belarus is strictly vertical, and often requests to schools from various departments occur because
these reports are required by higher authorities. Moreover, school managers are directly
dependent on higher authorities and a conflict with them will mean problems with contract
renewal in the future. We strongly believe that school management will not go into conflict with
higher authorities or other agencies trying to bring their employees to account, as this would
mean potential problems for schools. The persistence of the old procedures is also evidenced by
the speech of the Minister of Education Andrei Ivants at the collegium of the Ministry of
Education” . In it, he notes that the problem of excessive workload of teachers in schools exists
and even emotionally highlights some of them, but at the same time he himself requires teachers
to perform unrelated functions. For example, the Minister observes that there is a negative
practice in schools where teachers are required to keep a logbook based on the results of
monitoring students' social networks. And he immediately says that teachers should conduct
such monitoring, but without making entries in journals. Monitoring of students' social networks
is not a function of teachers and also takes away from their free time, but the Minister cannot call
on teachers to stop doing it as it would be contrary to the current ideological agenda of the state.
This example clearly shows that the state's desire to increase the ideologization of the
educational process in schools will constantly add inappropriate functions for teachers and the
Ministry of Education's campaign will not be able to overcome this problem.

Second, in late November, the Ministry of Education released the "10 Rules for Students" and
"10 Rules for Parents"*® . Almost immediately, the state media started a campaign in support of
this decision, telling about the importance of the Rules. The publication of the Rules is an
attempt of the Ministry to fulfill Aliaksandr Lukashenka's demand to strengthen discipline in
schools and turn educational institutions into a "temple", which was also expressed during the
Republican Pedagogical Council in August. The publication of the Rules demonstrates the
strengthening of ideologization of Belarusian education and the state's desire to control the
youth. But at the same time, the Rules do not have any special legal force and sanctions for their
non-fulfillment. Also, the decision of the Ministry will only increase the burden on teachers, as
they will have to familiarize all pupils and parents with the Rules against their signatures. In our
opinion, the Rules do not change the educational process in educational institutions in any way
and will have only a decorative function. At the same time, the leadership of the Ministry of
Education will constantly remind about the Rules in the media to demonstrate its active work to
fulfill the requirements of A. Lukashenka.

Summarizing the above-mentioned, we believe that the actions of the Ministry are imitative and
are not aimed at the real solution of teachers' problems. The Ministry's decisions are very much
demanded by the authorities during the election campaign and also allow Andrei Ivants to make
loud statements about the elimination of shortcomings in the Belarusian education system. At the
same time, the bright words of the official will remain only statements, while there will be no
actual solution of the problems.
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3. planting a positive attitude to the Soviet history in Belarusian education. As well as last
year, this phenomenon was connected with the celebration of the next anniversary of the October
Revolution by the authorities. But this year this phenomenon was not only repeated, but became
total at all levels of Belarusian education. Pupils of kindergartens in Kalinkavichy®’ and Bragin®®
were taken to the monument to Lenin, and in one more kindergarten in Kalinkavichy an
exposition in honor of the Soviet era was organized” . In schools in Oktyabrski'® and Dobrush'"'
districts children were photographed together with portraits and busts of Lenin. We would like
to emphasize the schools of Petrykau district, where children were photographed with a
portrait'® t'% of Lenin, as well as with a picture about the life of the Soviet leader'™ . In
Homiel region, children were treated to a "patriotic" online meeting of schoolchildren, during
which they were told about Lenin and the fact that the Octogenarians were named in honor of the

and a bus

October Revolution'” . In a school in Svetlogorsk children were forced to make a newspaper
dedicated to October Revolution Day'® . Schoolchildren in Oktyabrski'®” made drawings with
slogans praising the revolution, and pupils of the pre-school child development center in
Kalinkavichy'® were forced to make crafts in honor of the revolution. In Navapolatsk children
were forced to hold a "Five minutes of patriot"'” . In Belarusian State University of Food and
Chemical Technologies students were gathered for a special rally, where they were told about the
conquests of the October Revolution''’ . Similar rulings were held in schools in Cherveny'"' ,
Shklou''? |, Orsha Agrarian College'”’ . In BSMU'"* | BSMU'"® | BarSU''® intellectual games
among students were held in honor of the October Revolution. In Lyakhovichi Agrarian
College'” , Pinsk College of Engineering and Technology'® , BSUPhC'® , MSPU'® students
were told about the positive results of the October Revolution by pro-governmental activists and
officials, and in Pinsk Industrial and Pedagogical College'”' , Novogrudok College of
Technology and Security'? , VSMU'? | VGTU'* | BelSUT'* pupils and students were involved
in ideological classes. The meeting of BarSU employees with representatives of the
pro-governmental party "Belaya Rus", which had the title "From History to Modernity" and was
accompanied by mass distribution of party tickets of "Belaya Rus"'*® . In Homiel, teachers were
sent to take part in the dialog platform "Historical Significance of the Great October Socialist
Revolution", which was accompanied by an exhibition of Soviet-era items'?” . Local classes on
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the October Revolution were held in kindergartens of Kalinkavichy'”® , Vetkovsky'” and
Chechersky' districts; schools in Homiel'*! , Zelva'*? | Lida'** , Hantsavichy'** , Hantsavichy'** ,
Oktyabrsky'*® , Shklou'” , Berestovitsky'*® districts; colleges of Dzerzhinsk'* , Pruzhany'*®’
Homiel'' , Mazyr'# , Kalinkavichy'* , Hrodna'** | Ivya'*® | Mahiliou'*® ; BSEU'" | VSU'# |
BelSUT™ | HSTU' |, Hrodna"' . Across the country, students, students and teachers were
involved in various rallies that took place on November 6-7, which can be seen in the examples
of schools in Minsk'>? | Vetki' | Berezino'™* Golotsk'> , Petrykau district'® ; "*"colleges of
Minsk'*® , Pinsk'® | Orsha'® , Homiel'®' | Zhlobin'®® , Navahrudak'® , Kopyl'** , Mahiliou'®® ;
BSAM' | BSATU'” , MSLU'®® | BSUPU'® , BSATU'”° , BSUCA'"" , BSUPhC'”? , MITSO'”* ,
BSU'* | MSU'” | BSUPhC!"® | BelSUT!” , MSPU'”® | MSPU named after A.A.Kuleshov.
A.A Kuleshov'” . Students of BSEU were forced to lay flowers not only at the monument to
Lenin in Independence Square' , but also in the park near Minsk Tractor Plant'' , and teachers
of the Minsk College of Entrepreneurship were forced not only to lay flowers at the monument
to Lenin, but also to clean the park from leaves'®* . Thus, the above examples clearly show that
the October Revolution Day has turned into one of the main ideological holidays in the
education system, within the framework of which an exclusively positive image of the Soviet
state is imposed on children and young people. In conditions when this thesis is fully reflected in
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the authorities' view of the history of Belarus, it is impossible to expect an objective assessment
of the Soviet period in the education system of the country. We are sure that we will continue to
see examples of activities in education that glorify the Soviet period and ignore the negative
pages in the history of the Soviet state.

4. Record level of ideologization in Belarusian education. The above examples of involving
all levels of education in various ideological and agitation events already testify to a high level of
ideologization of the educational process throughout the whole November. However, apart from
the theme of elections and glorification of the Soviet period in the history of Belarus, other
ideological actions and events took place in educational institutions. In kindergartens of Belarus
the prosecutor's office employees held ideological events "Letter about Belarus", which are
aimed at promoting the topic of the World War II among young children and creating in them a
positive attitude towards the state symbols. Throughout November we recorded dozens of cases
of these events in different regions of the country. In schools, colleges and universities of
Belarus, the movie "The Virus of Nazism" continued to be actively shown to pupils and students,
and at the end of the month we recorded the first cases of attracting young people to watch the
new propaganda movie "The Devils: How They Want to Take Over Belarus". Besides, in
November young people were forced to take part in a pro-governmental flash mob, the essence
of which was related to recording videos in support of a woman who came to a soccer match in
Warsaw between the local Legia and Minsk Dynamo with official symbols. The most vivid
example of involving schoolchildren in the pro-governmental flash mob is Krupski district,
where students and teachers recite the same slogans in support of women against the background
of official symbols. Examples of this can be seen in schools No. 1'* and No. 3", as well as in
the Krupsky district gymnasium'® . At the end of November, classes were held in schools and
colleges across the country as part of the "School of Active Citizen" project, which were aimed
at promoting the activities of BRSM and attracting students to join the pro-governmental
organization. Finally, throughout the month, local ideological events were held at all levels of
education, which were devoted to different topics. Thus, the totality of the directions of
ideological work of the authorities at all levels of Belarusian education led to the fact that in
November we observed a record level of ideologization of the educational process for the whole
period of research. In the conditions of the election campaign, we believe that in the coming
months the level of ideologization of Belarusian education will also be extremely high. A slight
decrease of ideological activity in education can occur only in late December-early January,
which will be connected with the vacations in schools and colleges.

5. New projects aimed at strengthening the militarization of Belarusian education. If we
speak about the level of militarization of Belarusian education in November, it almost did not
differ from the October indicators. The main peculiarity of the month was the promotion of
several paramilitary projects in preschool and higher education at once. Recall that exactly at
these levels of education the process of militarization was almost not observed and it is obvious
that this phenomenon could not suit the incumbent power in Belarus. At the level of preschool
education, the opening of the military-patriotic club "Rubezh" in kindergarten No. 4 in
Hantsavichy'®® and the announcement of cooperation between kindergarten No. 5 in Astravets
and military unit No. 7434'%" . As for higher education, notable events of the month were the
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cooperation of Mabhiliou State University named after A.A.Kuleshov with the Military
Commissariat of Mogilev region and the 188th Guards Engineering Brigade in training future
leaders in military-patriotic education'® , as well as the signing of a cooperation agreement
between the Military Academy and GrSU'™ . In our opinion, the new projects testify to the
intensification of militarization of Belarusian education and especially of those levels where
cooperation with power structures is not so voluminous. If we speak about the project of
Mahiliouou State University named after A.A. Kuleshov, we are sure that it will become a basic
example for all pedagogical higher educational institutions of the country, which will also want
to train leaders in military-patriotic education with the help of the power structures. As far as
preschool education is concerned, so far we cannot claim that the strengthening of militarization
in kindergartens is becoming a nationwide and mass character, but certain movements on the part
of the state in this direction can obviously be traced. Taking into account the positive attitude of
the authorities to the security forces in the sphere of education, we assume that the examples of
kindergartens in Hantsavichy and Astravets may also become an example for preschool
institutions in other regions of Belarus.

6. Preservation of dependence of Belarusian education on Russia and China. In November,
we recorded cases of international educational cooperation of Belarus with Italy, Kazakhstan,
China, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. If we talk about
regular educational contacts (more than 5 per month), in November they were characterized only
in relations with Kazakhstan, China, Russia, and Tajikistan. For the first time in a long time, the
number of educational contacts with China was approximately at the same level as with Russia.
However, it should be noted that Belarusian-Chinese educational cooperation mainly concerns
colleges and universities, whereas educational contacts with Russia are characteristic of all levels
of Belarusian education. The special status of Russia in Belarusian education is evidenced by the
holding of an exhibition in Minsk on November 16-17, which advertises education in Russian
universities for Belarusian citizens'” . It should be reminded that advertising of education in
other countries requires special permission and this is the formal reason why it is practically
impossible to advertise European universities in present-day Belarus. At the same time, we see
how Russian structures openly advertise education in Russia and hold special exhibitions to
identify potential students among Belarusian citizens. The holding of the exhibition also testifies
to the fact that Russian structures strive to take talented Belarusian youth to their universities,
which in modern conditions has a number of barriers to education in Europe. A notable event of
November was the official determination of the supporting higher educational institutions for the
creation of the Union State University of High Technologies'' . As we have already repeatedly
stated in our monitoring studies, the creation of such a university is another step towards the
formation of a "common educational space" between Russia and Belarus, and in fact it will mean
even greater dependence of Belarusian education on Russia.

7. Activation of contacts with the occupied territories of Ukraine. In November, several
major events took place at once in Belarusian education, which testify to the strengthening of
educational cooperation between Belarus and the occupied territories of Ukraine, and are also
bright markers of the promotion of Russian influence among Belarusian youth.

First, Minsk hosted the international youth forum "Dialogue of the Future" organized by the
BRSM, the Russian Agency for Strategic Initiatives, and the Ministry of Youth Policy of the
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so-called "Donetsk People's Republic". The presence of the BRSM among the organizers led to
the fact that pupils and students of many Belarusian educational institutions were involved in the
event: Gymnasium No. 41 in Minsk , Minsk Musical School No. 41 in Minsk.Minsk'?* , Minsk
Music College'” , Minsk Linguo-Humanitarian College'* , Minsk Radio-Technical College'” ,
Minsk College of Entrepreneurship'®® , Minsk College of Technology and Design of Light
Industry'”” , Minsk Financial and Economic College'® , BSAA' , BSATU*® | BSMU*! |
BNTU?? | In total, according to Belarusian mass media**® , more than 300 representatives of
young people from Belarus and the occupied territory of Donetsk region took part in the event.
Among the speakers of the event were representatives of the occupation authorities of the
so-called "Donetsk People's Republic" Alexander Voloshin, Konstantin Komlenok, Alexei
Kostrubitsky*™ , Vladimir Ezhikov*” . The official goal of the event was proclaimed the
development of youth entrepreneurship and business cooperation, strengthening ties between
representatives of different states. But as the analysis of the program of the forum shows, it was
also aimed at openly planting the Russian view of the nature of the war in Ukraine on the
Belarusian youth. This was openly stated by the senator from the so-called "Donetsk People's
Republic", Alexander Voloshin, who expressed his confidence in the Russian view of the nature
of the war in Ukraine. Alexander Voloshin, expressing confidence that "Donetsk youth will be
"206° Russian
propaganda was used both in the design and during the forum. Portraits of children who live in
the occupied territory of Donetsk region and suffer from military actions were placed on the
site®” . At the same time, not a word was said about the children on the territory of Ukraine who
are dying from missile attacks of the Russian army. Both Belarusian and Russian propagandists
spoke to the youth at the event: Lyudmila Hladkaya, Thar Tur, correspondent of "Russia today"
Roman Kosarev, co-chairman of the Coordination Council "on integration of new subjects at the
Public Chamber of Russia" Aleksandr Malkevich, Frenchwoman with pro-Russian views Néan
Kristel . 28

Secondly, in November we recorded the blatant use of children from the occupied territories of
Ukraine to spread the Russian view of the nature of the war in Ukraine. Cadet students from
school No. 4 in Donetsk came to Belarus and were involved as speakers at the dialog platforms
"Hearts of Unity: Belarus-Donbass" at the Grodno College of Business and Law”® and the
National Library of Belarus. In the latter case, members of the military-patriotic club "Eaglets!
Heirs of Victory"*' and pupils of military-patriotic classes of school Ne93 of Minsk?"' . As can
be seen, schoolchildren from Donetsk actively told the Russian version of the history of the
armed conflict in Donbass, and they were supported in this by the deputy of the House of

able to bring the truth to their Belarusian peers about the events in Donbass
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Representatives Vadzim Hihin, the head of the pro-Russian organization "Movement Union"
Sergei Lushch and the representative of the Russian Embassy in Belarus Sergei Afonin >

Third, National Children's Educational and Health Center "Zubrenok" officially expanded its
cooperation with the Artek Children's Center, which is located in occupied Crimea. Under the
new agreement, joint meetings, educational events, festivals and competitions, training seminars,
exchange of specialists in different areas and other formats of interaction are planned. According
to Tatyana Osmolovskaya, Director of National Children's Educational and Health Center
"Zubrenok", special attention in cooperation will be paid to projects and programs in patriotic,
military-historical, cultural, educational, sports and other spheres*® . We are sure that the new
agreement will bring the cooperation between the centers to a new level and will allow sending
Belarusian children and teachers to the occupied Crimea. If now such export is carried out
mainly by Russian organizations in Belarus, the agreement between the children's centers will
become a basis for children to visit occupied Crimea under the patronage of the Belarusian state
structure.

Thus, the above-mentioned events testify to the factual recognition of the Russian occupation of
the territories of Ukraine by the authorities acting in Belarus. Representatives of the occupation
power openly speak in front of the Belarusian youth and promote the Russian view on the nature
of the war in Ukraine with full support of the state structures of Belarus. Moreover, it is the state
structures that attract the youth audience to participate in such propaganda events. Throughout
2024, we recorded the facts of a significant strengthening of cooperation between Belarusian
education and the occupied territories of Ukraine: young people were centrally taken to the
occupied Crimea, and Belarusian educational institutions and BRSM concluded official
agreements with the occupation authorities. The above-mentioned events of November testify to
the further increase of cooperation with the occupied territories, as well as to the open
dissemination of Russian propaganda among young people with the support of state structures.
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