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EDUCATION SYSTEM OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS IN SEPTEMBER 2024



September in Belarusian education is traditionally associated with the beginning of the academic
year at all levels of education. At the same time, the first month of the new academic year sets
certain trends, which will then be viewed throughout the whole annual period. According to the
results of consideration of the main educational trends, tendencies in international educational
cooperation, review of ideologization and militarization of each level of Belarusian education, we
can conclude that September was rich enough for various events which are connected with
ideologization of the educational process. The sharp strengthening of ideologization of Belarusian
education in September is also evidenced by the statistical data of the official resources of the
Ministry of Education: on the official site! of the Ministry 10 out of 28 news (36%) had ideological
coloring, and on the official Telegram channel? this figure made up 93 out of 267 (35%) news.
Thus, every third news item on the official resources of the Ministry of Education had an
ideological context. In general, based on the results of the research, we can identify the following
features characterizing the development of the Belarusian education system in September:

1. Since the very beginning of the month, educational institutions in Belarus have been included
in the propaganda campaign, which is related to the 2025 elections. Despite the fact that the
election campaign has not even been announced yet and the official date of the elections has not
been set, pupils and students are constantly involved in propaganda activities that touch upon the
topic of the upcoming elections. These propaganda activities can be divided into three directions:
- Intimidating students with responsibility for any protest activity and interaction with opposition
initiatives and the media. A particularly clear example of this phenomenon was the "Freshers'
Month" marathon in universities across the country. Throughout the month, both representatives
of university authorities and law enforcement officials met with students to conduct preventive
lessons on the topic of "extremism". In modern Belarus the term "extremism" includes any
opposition activity uncontrolled by the authorities and directed against the regime of Aliaksandr
Lukashenka. Examples of intimidation of freshmen with responsibility for "extremist" activities
can be seen in BSUPhC? , Mahiliou State University* , VGTU> , MSPUS . The political nature of
the classes is evidenced by meetings held at BUTE’ and BSUCA® , where freshmen were
threatened with liability for participation in unauthorized mass events. At BrSTU, Pavel
Krupenich, an employee of the prosecutor's office, threatened students with liability not only for
subscribing to "extremist" resources, but also for any other illegal activity in this area® . At BrSU!°
and HrSMU!! students were told that they should check the information resources they read
through lists and chatbots specially created by the authorities, and then refuse to read those
resources that are included in these lists. In BelSUT students were intimidated by the deputy
chairman of the Homiel Regional Court Alexander Suzhaev with stories about the practice of
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considering criminal cases of "extremist orientation"!? . We also recorded similar sessions during

the month in colleges and schools of the country. In addition, students of Minsk College, a branch
of the BUTE, were involved in watching a court session of the Zavodskiy District Court of Minsk.
The session considered a criminal case under part 1 of article 342 of the Criminal Code. It should
be recalled that this article is political in Belarus, as it is used by the authorities to punish
participants of political protests. The session was conducted by judge A. Osipchik!?, and after its
completion the deputy prosecutor of Zavodski district of Minsk Viktoriya Kuntsevich held a
conversation with young people about the responsibility of citizens "for participation in
unauthorized events", "for extremist actions", and also told about her practical activity on political
prosecution of citizens'* . The judge and prosecutor's office employee presented above are known
for their participation in repressions against the citizens of Belarus and, as it can be seen from the
case in the capital's college, they use this experience to intimidate young people. We believe that
through the mass intimidation of pupils and students the authorities seek not only to keep the social
activities of young people under control, but also to massively impose their scenario of the
upcoming election campaign. The regime of Aliaksandr Lukashenka is extremely afraid of any
political protests during the elections, so the above-mentioned events are aimed at creating an
atmosphere of fear among young people. In our opinion, the intimidation of students will go in
parallel with the propaganda of the upcoming election campaign and will become a habitual
element of the educational process in the coming months.

- Holding events aimed at advertising the upcoming election campaign and creating a positive
image of the incumbent authorities. The most vivid examples of such events were the visits of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka to VSU!> and BSUIR!® , which resembled pre-election meetings with
potential voters. The visits of the head of the CEC Igor Karpenka to BelSUT!” and National
Children's Educational and Health Center "Zubrenok"!® , the deputy of the House of
Representatives and propagandist Nikolai Buzin to BGAS! , members of the pro-governmental
association "Patriots of Belarus" to HSTU?® were also devoted to the theme of the upcoming
elections. In Mahiliou State University after A.A. Kuleshov the rector Denis Duk talked to students
about the development of the university, but also touched upon the upcoming elections. The event
resulted in compliments to Aliaksandr Lukashenka and discussion of the work of the university
information group during the election campaign®' . The second season of the project "Youth
gathering" started in the Lyceum of Belarusian State University of Food and Chemical
Technologies where Alexander Lukyanov, the head of BRSM, and Nikita Rachilovsky, the
chairman of the Youth Parliament at the National Assembly?? campaigned for students to join
BRSM and told them about the upcoming elections®® . The propaganda character of the event was
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emphasized by the head of BRSM Aliaksandr Lukianau, who boasted that the participants of the
event "fogether hated zmahars."** A major event of September was the action "Belarus Adzinaya"
in Minsk. At the action propagandists Vadzim Hihin, Grigory Azarenok, Igor Tur and Konstantin
Prydybaila not only raised the topic of the upcoming election campaign, but also openly
campaigned for Aliaksandr Lukashenka. For example, Grigory Azarenok said that if necessary,
all Belarusians would ask Aliaksandr Lukashenka to go to the polls again. And Igor Tur put
forward the thesis that one should vote for Aliaksandr Lukashenka regardless of one's political
preferences, as only he will be able to prevent war on the territory of Belarus and ensure stable
development of the economy?® . The pro-government media noted that about 4 thousand viewers
took part in the action, and quite a large percentage of them were pupils, students and teachers.
We recorded the involvement of students and teachers of BSAM?® , MITSO?’ , MSLU?®, students
and teachers of Minsk colleges of craftsmanship and design®’, service sector®®, light industry and
complex logistics®® and many other educational institutions to watch the action. Forced
involvement of young people in the agitation action was characteristic not only for Minsk. For
example, employees of the State State State Medical University*? , Kalinkovichi College of Land
Reclamation?®® , Naroulia College** and students of Mazyr Music College?® were attracted to watch
this action in Mazyr, where the speakers were the head of the BRSM Aliaksandr Lukyanau, the
deputy of the House of Representatives Siarhei Klishevich and the chairman of the Republican
Party of Labor and Justice Aliaksandr Khizhnyak. Propagandists Grigory Azarenok and Vadzim
Hihin, as well as Aleksei Avdonin, employee of the pro-governmental analytical center BISI,
spoke before the students of Belarusian State University of Food and Chemical Technologies®
and Belarusian-Russian University®’ with similar theses as in Minsk. The action "Vybiray.BY"
started in BSEU, during which youth activists tell students about the upcoming elections and the
importance of participation in them®® . National Children's Educational and Health Center
"Zubrenok" held an informational hour with young people on the topic "Electoral Law. From the
history of suffrage"*® . Such informational hours will become a mass phenomenon in the coming
months and will affect schools all over the country. In MSPU the head of BRSM Alexander
Lukyanov opened a new season of the project "Credit conversation"® . The activation of the
project was also observed before the elections of 2024, which testifies to the political nature of the
"Credit Talks". In Minsk, Alexander Korzyuk, editor-in-chief of "Belaruski histarychny chasopis",
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told school students about the book "To Children about Elections: Just about the Main Things"4! .
Another major action of the month was a propaganda lecture in the shopping center "Stolitsa" in
Minsk within the framework of the project "Open Knowledge" on the topic "Understand about
elections". The speakers of the event were Anastasia Mironchik-Ivanova, member of the House of
Representatives, propagandist Vadim Borovik, former and current head of the CEC Lidia
Yermoshina and Igor Karpenka. During their speeches the speakers talked about the achievements
of Belarus during 30 years of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's rule, urged the youth to follow the course
of the current authorities and not to read the opposition media, told about the democratic nature of
elections in Belarus and the exemplary political system, compared the political situation in Belarus
and Ukraine, accused the USA of interfering in Belarusian elections, tried to show the low level
of competence of the opposition politicians*? . Students of Minsk Suvorov College* , Minsk
College of Service and Technologies** , Minsk Service College* , students of MITSO* , BSAM*
, BSATU* | BSATU* and many other educational institutions were involved in watching the
event. The above examples show that the authorities have been actively promoting the election
campaign from the very beginning of the academic year and the number of campaign events will
only increase in the coming months.

- Strengthening of the personality cult of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. An interesting peculiarity of the
pre-election propaganda was the widespread praise of Aliaksandr Lukashenka's personality and
the time of his rule. More and more often the words "national leader" are used in relation to A.
Lukashenka and his exceptional role in the existence of independent Belarus is emphasized.
Exclusively positive assessments are used in relation to the Belarusian dictator, his personal
qualities are constantly emphasized. An example of this is the reviews of students after A.
Lukashenka's visit to universities. One gets the impression that these reviews are written according
to a single template and are devoted to Aliaksandr Lukashenka's sincerity®® , his personal
qualities®! and his ability to create a warm atmosphere in the audience>? . Other examples of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka's exaltation could be found at all levels of education. The Academy of
Management® and BSMU>* hosted presentations of the book "Superposition. Parallel Worlds",
which exalts the rule of Aliaksandr Lukashenka and not just criticizes, but openly humiliates
supporters of the political opposition. The dictation "National Unity Day" was held in hundreds of
educational institutions across the country on September 16. It contained not only information
about the ideological holiday, but also open flattery of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. For example, in
the text of the dictation Aliaksandr Lukashenka was presented as the personification of "the unity
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of Belarus", the main defender of "sovereignty and security in the modern world", and the result
of his 30-year rule was "an independent and self-sufficient state"> . Elements of glorification of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka were also used during the propaganda lecture within the framework of the
"Open Knowledge" project on the theme "Understand about the elections". An exhibition "Parallel
Worlds" was set up around the venue, which was created to form in the viewer a negative attitude
to the Belarusian opposition®® . And at the same time, there was another stand nearby, which in
every possible way exalted the rule of Aliaksandr Lukashenka.>” Meetings of Belarusian-Russian
University students with the chairman of the Constitutional Court Piotr Miklashevich>® , BSUCA
— with the judge of the Constitutional Court Sergey Chigrinov®® , BSUCA - with the judge of the
Constitutional Court Leonid Ryabtsev® |, Institute of Border Guard Service - with the judge of the
Constitutional Court Victor Ryabtsev®! were devoted to the glorification of the 30-year rule of
Aliaksandr Lukashenka. BarSU organized an exhibition that told about Aliaksandr Lukashenka's
visits to Brest region®® . Another propaganda exhibition "Belarus of the XXI century. Vitebshchina
Modern" was organized at the All-Union State University. A separate part of the exhibition is
devoted to Aliaksandr Lukashenka and includes several T-shirts with quotes of the Belarusian
ruler and the slogan "For Batska!"®* The praise of Aliaksandr Lukashenka affected even
schoolchildren and kindergarteners. Minsk held another paramilitary training session "In Unity
Strength", which included not only elements of military training® , but also a lecture by
propagandist Igor Tur "Strong Leader - Guarantor of Stability and Security of the State"® . A
"patriotic room" was opened in kindergarten No. 1 in Baranavichy, and one of the photos is
devoted to children looking at the portrait of Aliaksandr Lukashenka®® . Minsk summarized the
results of the children's drawing contest "My President is the most...", which was held with the
participation of Deputy Head of Lukashenka's Administration Natalia Petkevich®” . Schoolchildren
from Mazyr district®® and Barysauski district®® depicted Aliaksandr Lukashenka hugging children,
which is a fairly common plot when forming a personality cult of a certain ruler. Students in
Aktsiabrski’® and Lida’! districts were forced to be photographed against the background of a
video with Lukashenka during the ideological lesson "School of Active Citizen". We are sure that
the upcoming election campaign will be based on the glorification of Aliaksandr Lukashenka,
which means that almost the whole 2024/2025 academic year will be accompanied by the
strengthening of the cult of personality in Belarusian education.
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2. Throughout most of September, we observed constant ideological activities at all levels of
education. First of all, it is connected with the mass imposition of the ideological holiday People's
Unity Day. Various ideological events with the participation of young children took place in
kindergartens of Hantsavichy’? , Slonim’® , Homiel’* , Astraviets’”®> , Stoubtsy’® , Cherven’’
districts and other regions of the country. Throughout the country, schools, colleges and
universities held unified lessons and unified information days dedicated to the holiday and the
events of September 1939. In Biaroza district, students posed with official symbols against the
background of the inscription on the asphalt in honor of the ideological holiday’® . In
Bieshenkovichy district schoolchildren were forced to wave official flags and dance as part of a
pro-governmental flash mob” . In Homiel district children were painted on their faces with a heart
in the colors of the official symbols®® , painted their hands in red and green colors®! and forced to
take pictures against the background of the official symbols. Photographing schoolchildren with
the official symbols as part of pro-governmental flash mobs was also held in schools in Lida® . In
Babruisk®® and Petrykau district® schoolchildren were involved in pro-governmental bicycle
rides, and in Oktyabrsky district - in a race where children participated with balloons of red and
green colors in their hands®® . Schools in Homiel region were also forced to take part in the flash
mob "Handshake", during which students passed the official flag to each other®® . A flash mob
"This is my country" was held in the BGSKhA, where students were massively photographed with
the official symbols near the main entrance to the Academy?®’ . Similar flash mobs were held in
Homiel River Fleet College®® and Homiel College of Arts® . The action "Belarus, forward!" had
a mass character in Mahiliou, where students of local polytechnic®® , technological®! , architectural
and construction®? , trade” , industrial®* , economic industrial-technological® , machine-building®®
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colleges, as well as students of Belarusian-Russian University?’ , Belarusian State University of
Food and Chemical Technologies®® , Mahiliou State University of Food and Chemical
Technologies® were brought to the city center with official symbols to demonstrate the "unity"
needed by the authorities. At the same time, in the case of Mahiliou Technological College there
was also political agitation: one of the photos shows how a female employee of the college came
to the action with a poster "We are for Batska!"!% . In total, we have found hundreds of examples
of ideological events at various levels of Belarusian education, which can be found in our weekly
monitoring studies. Another example of ideologization of the educational process in September
was the mass attraction of pupils and students to watching the film "Cultural Code", which is
devoted to the propaganda of official symbols. During the month students of hundreds of
educational institutions were involved in watching the film, and examples of such events can be
seen in schools in Minsk!'®! , Hrodna!? | Stoubtsy!'% , Slutsk Medical College!® , Homiel Agrarian
and Economic College!®® , Pinsk Medical College!°®, Hantsavichy Agrarian College!'’ , BSAM!8
, BarSU!'"” | VGTU!"'® | Hrodna State Medical University!!! . Our monitoring studies have
repeatedly demonstrated the importance of the topic of official symbols for the current state
ideology, which became especially relevant after the 2020 protests. This explains the authorities'
desire to attract as many children and young people as possible to watch the propaganda film, even
to the detriment of their studies. In addition to watching the ideological film "Cultural Code",
students were also shown various propaganda films throughout the month. At BSEU!!? |
VSAVM!!3 | VSU!'"'* and many other universities, students were shown the movie "Children in the
Crosshairs. Recruited by the enemy." In PalesSU students were shown another propaganda movie
- "Killing parcel"''> . In BrSTU!!¢ and VSU!!7 students were shown a new movie "The Nazi
Virus". In general, the movie is dedicated to the fight against manifestations of Nazi ideology on
the territory of Belarus, but its creators also added some propaganda theses to the movie script.
For example, the film contains the thesis that the revolution of 2013-2014 in Ukraine was
organized by neo-Nazi groups. The movie also contains the usual thesis of the pro-government
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propaganda that "Nazism is raising its head in Europe". Another openly propagandistic movie -
"Murderous Conspiracy. The target is Lukashenka" was massively shown to the students of
VSAVM!® and Mahiliou State University!!® . A noticeable role in the ideologization of the
educational process from the very beginning of the academic year was played by employees of the
prosecutor's office. The ideological events "Letter about Belarus" were resumed in kindergartens,
where prosecutor's office employees tell children about the events of World War II and respect for
the official symbols. Examples of such events can be seen in kindergartens in Niasvizh district'2°
, Vileika district'?! | Minsk district!?? . At other levels of education prosecutors told pupils and
students about the genocide of the Belarusian people during the WWII, and took young people to
the places of mass graves of war victims. We recorded examples of such events in schools of
Minsk!?* | Drybin!?* | Shklou!® , Babruisk!?¢ , Minsk College of Light Industry and Complex
Logistics'?” , BSAA!?8 . Thus, the general level of ideologization of the educational process at all
levels of education in September was quite high. We expect to observe a general strengthening of
ideologization of the educational process throughout the academic year, which is connected with
the general directive of Aliaksandr Lukashenka aimed at the priority education of patriotism in
educational institutions. In this regard, ideological actions and activities at all levels of education
will be given priority, while the educational process will increasingly take a back seat.

3. An interesting feature of September was the noticeable activation of pro-governmental youth
organizations and the work of the authorities with the pro-governmental youth activists. A
traditional manifestation of this activity was the mass involvement of pupils and students in the
ranks of BRSM, which was recorded by us in schools in Minsk!?® | Lida'*? , colleges in
Baranavichy!?! | Pinsk!3? | Navahrudak'?® , BSATU!3* | BSEU!3® | MITSO!3¢ and many other
educational institutions. All over the country activists of BRSM and Youth Parliament met with
pupils and students to carry out propaganda. The main topics of such meetings were attracting
young people to membership in pro-governmental organizations, as well as youth participation in
their projects. As it was mentioned above, the second season of the "Youth Gathering" project was
launched at the very beginning of the academic year, where young people are given the illusion of
discussing socially important problems. All such actions have the purpose to create a mass pro-
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governmental youth activist in educational institutions in the conditions of the forthcoming
election campaign. Traditionally, young people have been among the most vivid participants of
opposition initiatives and actions. In the conditions of total persecution for any opposition activity,
the Belarusian authorities plan to draw young people to their side by means of active advertising
of pro-governmental youth movements and promises of great life prospects to young people for
active participation in the activities of these pro-governmental organizations. This is evidenced by
the organization of a pro-governmental forum of bloggers "BlogBai" in September, which was
attended by representatives of various educational institutions: Belarusian State University of
Food and Chemical Technologies!®”, GrSU!'*® | Belarusian State University of Food and Chemical
Technologies'** , BSAM!4 | The pro-governmental character of the forum is evidenced by the fact
that its speakers and participants were almost all significant pro-governmental propagandists of
Belarus!*! and even Artur Gaiko, an employee of the State Department for Combating Organized
Crime!#? . Blogger Vlad Kobyakov played a notable role in the forum, calling on bloggers to speak
a patriotic line'* , as well as calling Aliaksandr Lukashenka the main blogger of Belarus'#* . A
number of speeches were devoted to the problem of relations between bloggers and the authorities,
including propagandist Konstantin Pridybailo's "Blogger: from patriot to enemy of the state one
step"!#° . Given the authorities' desire to promote their information agenda among young people,
it is not surprising that the forum was attended by representatives of various universities, where
the authorities are particularly eager to control the political sentiments of students. We are
confident that the work of the authorities to create youth activists in educational institutions who
could promote the pro-government agenda among their peers will continue over the next few
months.

4. As in the case of prosecutors and pro-government youth organizations, the activation of the
Orthodox Church has been noticeable at all levels of education since the start of the academic year.
This includes all the traditional forms of the past years: priests talking to pupils and students,
young people visiting churches and participating in church events. Examples of this can be seen
in kindergartens in Lida'#® , Petrykau district'¥” , Ivanovo district!#® | schools in Minsk!'#® ,
Barysauski'>® , Drahichyn district!®! , colleges in Minsk!>? , Slutsk!> , BarSU!>* and many other
educational institutions. At the same time, the Orthodox Church began to be involved in various
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events connected with ideologization and militarization of Belarusian education. For example, in
a large number of schools priests took part in holding ideological lines in honor of the beginning
of the academic year, and the students of school #218 in Minsk were given an ideological first
lesson by an Orthodox priest during their visit to the Holy Spirit Cathedral'>> . The project "The
Power of the Word" was launched in Minsk, organized by the Youth Parliament and the Synodal
Department for Youth Affairs of the BOC. The goals of the project are spiritual and moral
education of the youth of Belarus, formation of traditional family values, strengthening of the
institute of young family, preservation and strengthening of historical memory, education of
patriotism and love for the Motherland among the youth!>® . The first event of the project took
place in the Lyceum of Belarusian State University of Food and Chemical Technologies, where
the chairman of the Youth Parliament Nikita Rachilovsky and the Orthodox priest Mikhail Streha
discussed with the students "civil-patriotic education of youth, preservation of historical memory,
development of the institute of young family in the Republic of Belarus" and other topics of
ideological nature!®” . The official resource of the military-patriotic club "Eaglets! Inheritors of
Victory!" published information that its pupils attended a "sports and family" holiday at the St.
Elizabeth Monastery!>® . As can be seen in the photos to the message!'*® "holiday" involved not
only visiting the temple and playing various games, but also military training classes, which were
conducted with schoolchildren by "representatives of the Cossacks". As can be seen, the children
were taught archery and rifle shooting, knife throwing, assembly and disassembly of a machine
gun. We would like to remind you that St. Elizabeth Monastery is known for its active pro-Russian
stance on the war in Ukraine and participation in various propaganda events on this topic. Over
the last 1.5 years we have been constantly recording a tendency to increase the influence of the
BOC on the sphere of education. The participation of the BOC in the process of ideologization
and militarization of Belarusian education has been expected by us for quite a long time and the
events of September justify our expectations. As for the participation of the church in the process
of militarization, the main danger we see here is the implantation of a pro-Russian view of the
nature of the war in Ukraine and the policy of the present Russian authorities in general in young
people. The events of September showed that the BOC not only retains its monopoly status, but
also rapidly expands the directions of its activity in Belarusian education.

5. The process of militarization in Belarusian education during September has moved to the second
place in comparison with ideologization. However, it cannot be said that the introduction of the
paramilitary component into the educational process decreased. At the level of school education,
in colleges and universities, representatives of various power structures continued to meet with
young people with the purpose of propaganda work. At various levels of education, young people
resumed visits to the locations of military units, police stations and other law enforcement
agencies. During the month we recorded several large paramilitary tournaments among pupils and
students. Also with the beginning of the academic year new recruitments of members of military-
patriotic clubs took place, and new clubs were opened in Babruisk'®® , Cherven!¢! and
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Baranavichy!®?

. An alarming phenomenon in September was the use of small children in mini-
parades that were organized in connection with the People's Unity Day celebrations. For example,
in Slonim the authorities organized a procession of several kindergartens at once, and the children
were dressed in military uniforms from the times of the World War II'® . A similar situation
occurred in Zhirovichy, where the authorities organized a procession "Vector for Unity!"!6% . Tt
can be noticed that while school and college students participated in the procession in the uniforms
of their institutions, kindergarten children were dressed in military uniforms of the WWII times,
just as in Slonim. Nevertheless, compared to the last academic year, the law enforcement agencies
of Belarusian-Russian University have taken some pause in the process of increasing the process
of militarization. This is evidenced by the words of Interior Minister Ivan Kubrakov during the
start of the I Republican review-contest among military-patriotic clubs of the Interior Ministry,
held at the Interior Ministry Training Center in Goranyakh. According to the Minister, about 5
thousand young people are members of 136 military-patriotic clubs of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs!®® . Recall that at the end of February 2024 Ivan Kubrakov made a similar statement and
at that time there were 135 clubs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs with the same number of
members!®® . The slowdown in the creation of the MIC is also evidenced by the statistics for Minsk
region, where at the time of September 1, 2024 there were 130 clubs!®” | which is only 2 clubs
more compared to the data of the beginning of March. An interesting phenomenon of September
was the continuation of close cooperation of the Lyceum of Belarusian State University of Food
and Chemical Technologies with the KGB, which can speak about the transformation of the
educational institution into a base for potential recruitment of future employees of the special
service. The close contacts between the Lyceum and the KGB are evidenced by the centralized
transportation of students to the museum-estate "Dzerzhinovo" to watch the ceremony of initiation
into the state security service'®® , as well as the holding of a friendly chess game between students
and veterans of the KGB!¢? . According to the results of the September research we can conclude
that the process of militarization of Belarusian education is still going on without any changes in
comparison with the previous academic year, and there was no significant strengthening of this
process at the beginning of the academic year.

6. A notable phenomenon of September was the intensification of the authorities' activities to
establish total control over the educational sphere. The most indicative example of this activity
was the recognition of the educational project "Adukavanka"!’% as an "extremist formation". The
initiative!”! was not engaged in any political activity, but only realized projects for Belarusian
teachers, which were aimed at their professional development. After the news about the
recognition of the project "Adukavanka" as an "extremist formation" it became known that
Belarusian law enforcers started mass detentions of teachers all over the country, who participated
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in any way in the courses and other activities of the initiative!’? . If earlier the Belarusian
authorities established control over private educational institutions, as well as additional education
of children, now there is a noticeable transition to the persecution of independent initiatives aimed
at additional education of adults. This can be indirectly evidenced by the organization of a seminar
by the Department of Quality Control of the Ministry of Education for non-state structures!”? |
engaged in additional adult education. As can be seen from the program of the seminar, its
participants will be trained in various requirements for the organization of the educational process,
which clearly indicates the desire of the state to control this sphere. In addition, the situation with
the Adukavanka project is indicative of several aspects at once. First, the project was popular
among teachers and organized really high-quality seminars and courses, which corresponded to
modern trends in education. In this regard, the Belarusian authorities could not compete with the
initiative and "got rid" of a noticeable competitor to the state educational development institutes
by means of forceful measures. Secondly, the situation with the persecution of the participants of
"Adukavanka" courses and attributing to the project allegedly political goals'’* should intimidate
the pedagogical community and show them that professional development without consequences
is now possible only through state-approved structures. Thirdly, in preparation for the election
campaign, the Belarusian authorities are afraid of any uncontrolled professional associations and
are ready to fight them by any methods.

7. In September, Russia and China were again the largest partners of Belarus in international
educational cooperation. This cooperation mainly concerned the establishment of partnerships
between higher education institutions, but also concerned schools and colleges. Despite the start
of the academic year, Belarus and Russia continue close cooperation related to extracurricular
activities of pupils and students. One of the key topics of this cooperation is ideological and
patriotic education. Whereas Uzbekistan used to be Belarus's third most important partner in the
educational sphere, we did not find any significant contacts with this state during September.
Single contacts on the topic of education were held in September with Cuba, Egypt, Iran, Vietnam,
Zimbabwe, Iran, Serbia, Tajikistan, South Korea, and Zimbabwe.

8. In September, Belarusian education witnessed processes aimed at spreading Russian
propaganda among young people, as well as at strengthening cooperation with the occupied
territories of Ukraine. The key event of the month was the centralized departure of college and
university students to Crimea to participate in the festival "The Union State: the Art of Being
Together". We recorded the participation in the event of students of MITSO!” , GSMU!7¢ |
BSAA!"7 | PalesSU!'"® | VSMU!” | students of Hrodna Humanities College'®® and some other
educational institutions. If at the beginning of June we talked about the first recorded case of
centralized removal of young people by a separate higher education institution (BSUIR), now we
are already talking about the first nationwide participation of educational institutions in the event
on the occupied territories under the pretext of the "Union State". The intensification of
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cooperation with the occupation authorities of Crimea is also evidenced by an official meeting in
Vitebsk at the level of the regional executive committee. Among the possible areas of cooperation
was also named "mutual visits of students and teachers from both sides to their colleagues to
familiarize themselves with the process of education in higher education institutions"!®! . Also the
delegation from Crimea visited VSMU, where they were given a presentation of the Belarusian
university's activity!8? . The facts of the conclusion of agreements in Vitebsk Regional Executive
Committee, as well as the visit of the delegation to VSMU are the evidence that the centralized
trips of students to the occupied territories of Ukraine will not only be continued, but will be
intensified even despite the obvious danger of such trips. In addition, the recognition of Crimea as
a "Russian region" by Belarusian universities within the framework of potential agreements will
contribute to the legitimization of the Russian occupation of the peninsula. Another notable
phenomenon of the month was the mass involvement of educational institutions of the country in
the training session of aid for the needs of Russia within the framework of the action "Back to
Back", which was announced by the party "Belaya Rus". Back in August we reported about local
initiatives in Polatsk and Homiel region on training sessions for such aid, but they did not receive
wide support from people. The involvement of the Belaya Rus party in the training session made
the participation of educational institutions mandatory and nationwide. During the month we
recorded facts of training sessions in MITSO'# |, GGMU'#* | BSAI'® | PalesSU'%¢ | VGMU!%7 |
BSU  VSAVM!® 'BSATU!  BSPU"!, BSEU!”? | BTEU!?? | Belarusian State University of
Food and Chemical Technologies , BUTE , A.A. Kuleshov Moscow State University , colleges
and universities. Kuleshov!'®* | colleges of Hrodna'®> , Babruisk!®® , Maryina Gorka'®” , Minsk!%® |
Pinsk!®® , Homiel?* , Rechytsa®®! , Slutsk??? , Mahiliou??® , Lyakhavichy schools?** , Vileika2®
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Minsk?% | Smarhon?’’ |, Kobryn?*® | Brest?* , Driba district?!® , kindergartens in Minsk?!! |
Navapolatsk?!? , Hantsavichy?!® , Brest?!# . It is interesting that the vast majority of reports of the
institutions say that the collected aid will be transferred to Kursk region, while the facts of sending
goods to the occupation authorities in the Ukrainian territories are either silenced or called by the
phrases "other Russian regions" or "Russian regions affected by the war". The fact that the
collected aid will be sent not only to Kursk region is evidenced by the message of Belarusian State
University of Food and Chemical Technologies, where it is openly stated about the participation
of students in the preparation for the transportation of cargo to "Kursk, Zaporozhye, Kherson
regions and Donbass". Notably, the occupied territories of Ukraine are identified by Belarusian
State University of Food and Chemical Technologies as "Russian regions"?!> . An important event
of the month was the establishment of a partnership between the military-patriotic club "Eaglets!
Heirs of Victory!" and the pro-Russian organization "Movement Union". Schoolchildren met with
the leaders of the organization and during the meeting they were told about the activities of the
organization, about the "hard everyday life in Kursk, Lugansk, Donbass", about the pro-Russian
action "They do not abandon their own", which is implemented by the organization. Reportedly,
the meeting resulted in the schoolchildren handing over "aid to the children who are on the front
line, to those who today are protecting our peace and the borders of our Fatherland", which gives
us every reason to assume that the schoolchildren are involved in the training session to collect aid
for Russian soldiers with the participation of the district management of the education system?!¢ .
Moreover, at the meeting Veronika Rudaya, head of the education department of Partyzanski
district of Minsk, openly displayed a T-shirt with the letter "Z" - a symbol of Russian aggression
against Ukraine?'” . Another notable example of spreading Russian propaganda was the
participation of the Belarusian delegation in the festival "Youth for the Union State"?!® . The
Russian side purposefully sent representatives of almost all occupied Ukrainian territories to the
festival®!®
on the territory of Ukraine. Also during the festival a forum of young historians of the Union State
was held, which was attended by PSU students®** and Belarusian State University of Food and
Chemical Technologies professors®?! . As it can be seen, almost all the sections of the forum had
propaganda overtones already in their titles: "Prank journalism: exposing the double standards of
the West in modern world politics", "Unity of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War:
historical truth and modern challenges", "Creation of a single history textbook in the Republic of

, which again turned an event with a neutral theme into legitimization of Russia's actions
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Belarus and the Russian Federation. The significance of the event for the state policy of Belarus
and Russia, the Union State as a whole", "Information wars of the XXI century in the context of
historical policy"**? . The speakers of the section on "prank journalism" were propagandists
Vladimir Kuznetsov and Aleksei Stolyarov better known as "pranksters Vovan and Lexus"; the
section on history textbooks in Belarus and Russia presented scandalous manuals edited by the
official Vladimir Medinsky; the speaker of the section on information wars was Russian
propagandist Trofim Tatarenkov??® . Thus, in September we recorded several new forms of
Russia's influence on Belarusian education: centralized exports of young people on a nationwide
scale to the occupied territories of Ukraine and establishment of partnership relations with openly
pro-Russian forces on the territory of Belarus. Throughout 2024, we observe a rapid growth of
Russian activity in Belarusian education, and the cases listed above are evidence that this activity
is only growing, becoming open and taking new forms.
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